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In going through old lessons for the Christian 
Education class in our college, I came across an outline I 
preached before starting our bus ministry in 1971.  Please 
picture me as a 28-year-old, in the second year of my 
ministry, standing in front of about 40 adults and children 
who were Catholics and Lutherans just months before.  
Prayerfully this will be a challenge to some young man.

    —Roger Voegtlin

Luke 14:16-24 reads, “Then said he unto him, A certain 
man made a great supper, and bade many:  And sent his servant 
at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all 
things are now ready.  And they all with one consent began to 
make excuse.  The first said unto him, I have bought a piece 
of ground, and I must needs go and see it:  I pray thee have me 
excused.  And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I go to prove them:  I pray thee have me excused.  And 
another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot 
come.  So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things.  
Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, 
Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring 
in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.  
And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, 
and yet there is room.  And the lord said unto the servant, Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled.  For I say unto you, That none 
of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.”

Our Lord spoke in parables many times, and one of 
those was the parable of the great supper.  Notice that the 
man pictures God, the Father, the servant, you and me, and 
the supper, salvation.  He says to the servant to tell people to 
come now—all things are ready.  So the servant went out and 
was turned down by those of means.  One man’s excuse was 
that he had just bought five yoke of oxen and had to prove 
them.  Another had purchased land, and still another’s excuse 
was that he had gotten married.  So they didn’t come.

Then the man says in verse 21, “...Go out quickly into 

the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, 
and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.”  The servant 
does that and comes back and reports that there is still room.  
We read in verses 22 and 23, “And the servant said, Lord, it 
is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room.  And 

the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be 
filled.”  Why?  “...that my house may be filled.”  He wanted 
every seat taken.

First, he invited poor folks, then brought in those who 
weren’t able to come, and then went outside of town and 
compelled them to come also.  Look at the word “bring.”  
The people buying the oxen and land could find their own 
way, so go out and get the folks who are too poor to buy land 
or oxen, and maybe too ugly to get married, and get them in.

We have been trying to get people to our church on their 
own, driving their cars.  We’ve sent letters out, bought ads in 
the paper, had special speakers, and the vast majority have 
said “no.”  The next step is in Luke 14:21, “So that servant 
came, and shewed his lord these things.  Then the master of 
the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into 
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the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and 
the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.”  Who is the man speaking 
to?  The servants of God, you and me—we are to get out and bring 
in those who can’t make it on their own.  

My Aunt Ethel had the first “bus ministry” I was ever ac-
quainted with.  She was an “old maid” but bought a huge Kaiser and 
filled it up with kids from the neighborhood every Sunday morning.  
Some would criticize her since she gave each one a nickel to buy 
candy or pop—but my best friend Reggie, who drowned while we 
were swimming, and his sister Jenny, who was later killed in a car 
accident, plus many others, are in heaven today because of Aunt 
Ethel’s compassion.

While just out of Bible college, I went against the teachings 
of that school, and we started a bus ministry in Pennsylvania with 
all the people knocking on doors Sunday afternoons, resulting in 
about 100 coming in within weeks and many saved, with some even 
going to the same Bible college that taught against the bus ministry.

Pastors talk about fields, as though our ministry is to be only 
to the 3,000 on the north half of Chesterton.  But what is a high-
way?  It leads to the next town.  If a Christian were to lead my next 
door neighbor to the Lord, I would call that Christian to praise the 
Lord with him.  My Bible says to get out into the streets and the 
lanes and the highways and compel them to come in.  We are to go 
anywhere we can to get anyone to come to church.  I hear pastors 
say, “I don’t like high pressure,” but our Lord uses the word “com-
pel.”  The Bible says, “knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, 

we persuade men.”  The 
Apostle Paul persuaded 
and reasoned, trying to get 
people to Christ because, 
he said, “I know the terror 
of the Lord.”

There is nothing 
wrong with a rescue mis-
sion offering food or a 
doctor offering help in 
Africa to reach people with 
the gospel, and there is 
no difference in using hot 
chocolate or a trinket on a 

bus to get kids to ride.  Paul wrote in I Corinthians 9:22, “To the 
weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak:  I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by all means save some.”  

My Bible says to “insist,” “compel,” do anything that is right 
in order to see people saved.  It’s sad, however, that the average 
independent Baptist Church doesn’t do a thing to get the unsaved 
in except open their doors.  To follow Jesus’ admonition means 
to beg everyone who has oxen, land, or wives to come.  Then go 
after those without transportation down the highway.  We are not 
only answerable for the north side of Chesterton, but I believe God 
wants us to go to Michigan City, Portage, Valparaiso, everywhere we 
can possibly find souls to bring in.  If we don’t win them, who will?

Why should we want to build our Sunday School?  To get 
some of those people who are literally going to the devil for the 
Lord.  We won’t keep half or a quarter of them for ten years, but we 
can help some to live for the Lord, keep them off drugs and booze, 
and send some to a good Bible college.  The best, most responsive 
teens we worked with in Pennsylvania were bus kids.  If you want 
to save this area for God, get behind this ministry.

Why have a bus ministry?  Because there is a certain type 
of child or adult who will come.  Go to the elite, and they will say 
“they joined a club” or bought two Cadillacs or got married again 
and can’t come.  You notice, in the parable the servant didn’t get 
any from the first group to come.  But then go over into the poorer 
neighborhood and tell them they will get a donut and hot chocolate 
on the bus as they ride in, and that they will sing and learn about 
Jesus on the bus and at church, and many will come.  Just love them.

Psalm 90:12 reads, “So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”  I believe we are to use our time 
wisely to win the most we can, and you can do more for God out in 
the streets and the lanes and the highways and hedges.  Do you care 
about the hundreds of children around here who have never one 
time heard, “Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so”?

I’m no bus expert; however, I understand and have experi-
enced in Pennsylvania that if you work at it you can average 50 on 
a bus.  Just think—if we had 20 teams willing to work at filling a bus, 
we could be bringing in 1,000 people a week to hear the gospel.  
“Oh,” you say, “that’s a huge church—there are not many that size 
in all of America.”  Yes, you are right because there are not many 
churches or people who care enough to give their weekends to obey 
Christ’s Great Commission.  It is one thing to talk and another to 
do what you say you believe.

Almost anyone can do it.  It is usually the young in age and 
young in Christ who volunteer.  The older have grown cold and 
even look down on the guy who is going all out to win anyone he 
can.  I hear, “It’s not how many souls we get but what kind.”  Tell 
that to the firemen going after all they can while they are still alive.

This idea that some churches are to teach the deep things 
and some “lower” types win souls is straight from the devil.  Let’s 
get going.  There is no limit to what God can do if we would stop 
listening to Satan and get out and work.  Won’t you tell the Lord 
you will give five hours every Saturday to the bus ministry?  Ezekiel 
3:17 and 18, “Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel:  therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give 
them warning from me.  When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt 
surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the 
wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.”  

If they don’t stay but at least hear the gospel, it relieves us of 
the responsibility of telling all of God’s love.  And wait until we get 
to heaven, and you who become bus workers have hundreds of 
kids crowd around you who were saved because of your sacrifice.  
Stop listening to Satan, and listen to God.  Get out and win souls.  
Matthew 9:36-38, “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved 
with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered 
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.  Then saith he unto his 
disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest.”

That was a sermon from 1971.  The next two years 
our church grew by 300.  In 1974, I was jailed because of our 
stand on the Bible family, and our bus ministry collapsed to 
nothing because of the bad publicity.  However, in 1975 we hit 
1,100, in 1976 we hit 1,600, and in 1977, we averaged 2,000.  
Thousands have made professions of faith over the past 42 
years, including those who became deacons and staff members 
here at Fairhaven and full-time Christian workers both here 
in America and on the foreign field.  We are known, loved 
or disparaged, from Gary to LaPorte now, bringing in third 
generation children.
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THE CURE FOR THE COMMON COLD HEART
Pastor Steve Damron

In Isaiah Chapter 32 and a few other 
passages, we’re going to see what the Bible has 
to say about apathy.  We are going to define it 
through the words of Scripture.

“Behold, a king shall reign in righteous-
ness, and princes shall rule in judgment.  And 
a man shall be as an hiding place from the 
wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers 
of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a 

great rock in a weary land.  And the eyes of them that see shall not 
be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken.  The heart 
also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the tongue of the 
stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly.  The vile person shall 
be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful.  For 
the vile person will speak villainy, and his heart will work iniquity, 
to practice hypocrisy, and to utter error against the LORD, to make 
empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of the 
thirsty to fail.  The instruments also of the churl are evil:  he deviseth 
wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying words, even when the 
needy speaketh right.  But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and 
by liberal things shall he stand.”

Then in verse 9, “Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear 
my voice, ye careless daughters; give ear unto my speech.”

In verse 11, it says this again, “Tremble, ye women that are 
at ease; be troubled, ye careless ones....”  It’s saying in verses 14-
15, “...the palaces shall be forsaken; the multitude of the city shall 
be left; the forts and towers shall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild 
asses, a pasture of flocks; Until the spirit be poured upon us from 
on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field 
be counted for a forest.”  This passage is talking about having an 
attitude of ease.  

Then we go to Ezekiel Chapter 11.  It mentions the judgment 
that is going to come upon the people.  Verse 16 states, “Therefore 
say, Thus saith the LORD GOD; Although I have cast them far off 
among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the 
countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries 
where they shall come.  Therefore say, Thus saith the LORD GOD; I 
will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the 
countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land 
of Israel.  And they shall come thither, and they shall take away 
all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof 
from thence.”

God is saying that He is going to pull them out from all these 
problems and in verse 19 states, “And I will give them one heart, 
and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony 
heart out of their flesh....”  Then in Chapter 12, verse 1, He says, 
“The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying, Son of man, 
thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes 
to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they 
are a rebellious house.”

In Amos Chapter 6, we see a similar theme to Isaiah.  It is 
the same idea:  Amos is lamenting, and he says, “Woe to them that 
are at ease in Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which are 
named chief of the nations, to whom the house of Israel came!”

Apathy is an unseen thing.  Why?  It’s a life of ease; it’s 
an attitude of ease, an “I-don’t-care” attitude.  It’s rampant in the 
church.  It is a result of a backslidden mentality.  

Apathy can be seen in giving.  The average church member 
in America is satisfied to do the minimum in their giving.  The 
average Christian will give or sacrifice if they get a bonus.  If you 
take the bonus away, they say, “Well, I can’t really sacrifice or give 
anything extra.”  It’s apathy.  

It’s getting harder and harder to find people to lead and 
especially harder to find qualified leaders.  When the right people 
are found, they give little time to their responsibility.  They’re too 
busy; or they say, “That’s kind of an over-commitment, don’t you 
think?”  While others sit on the sidelines, they complain about 
everything and won’t get involved.  

In the families of an average church, you’ll see apathy.  I 
read about a youth pastor who related the following sad story of a 
family that he worked with for years who had a teenage boy who 
was in deep sin.  He had a careless and apathetic attitude, and 
the family was in shock at his attitude.  They started blaming the 
school, society, the church—anything they could think of—but they 
still weren’t dealing with their son.  The pastor went on to say that 
for years the boy sat in isolation.  There were older brothers and 
sisters.  Each was working and involved with their own lives and 
assumed that the others were talking to this young man.  In fact, 
nobody was listening.  Gradually, this young man began to lash out 
in rebellion.  He assumed that no one would listen.  

The youth pastor spent as much time as possible with the 
young man until the family decided to move away.  The youth 
pastor went to the family and said, “I’ll try to help you.  I’ll try to 
find a church with a youth pastor to help; together maybe we can do 
something.”  He wanted to do this because he cared.  The family 
refused the help.  They chose a church that did not teach and did 
not have a youth program.  Now there was no one.  The young man 
later on called his old youth pastor.  He had gone down a very hard 
road and said, “Now, I don’t know what to do; I’m so far gone.”  
The youth pastor had seen an apathetic attitude in the family years 
before.  He knew that everyone was concerned about themselves 
and that nobody was concerned about anyone but themselves.  Yet 
when he approached them to help, he was denied.  

You know, there’s apathy in giving; there’s apathy in families; 
there’s apathy in relationships; and there’s apathy when we relate 
to other people.  When we look at our church, there are a lot of 
subjects that could be discussed.  We could talk about the deity 
and the humanity of Christ.  We could talk about the doctrines of 
marriage, divorce, and remarriage; we could talk about liberalism; 
we could get into the ordinances Christ instituted; and we could 
talk about pastoral authority.  All of those are good to discuss, but 
I think one of the biggest battles that we face in our church and in 
our lives is apathy. 

According to Webster’s dictionary, apathy is a lack of emo-
tion.  Some people would say, “Well, you’re very apathetic.”  I’m 
not talking about getting charismatic and waving hankies.  Apathy 
is a lack of interest.  Some synonyms for apathy would be impas-
siveness, indifference, and a lethargic, unconcerned attitude.  We 
can see it defined, but how can we see it in your life?  

If there is a lack of interest, you are apathetic.  If it’s Thursday 
night and you start thinking of ways to get out of church, you’re 
apathetic.  If you do not enjoy studying God’s Word or reading 
God’s Word, you are apathetic.  When was the last time you picked 
up the Bible and perused some Scripture until it got a hold of you 
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and you were excited about what God gave you?  If it’s been a long 
time, you are in the middle of an apathetic Christian life.  If you 
don’t care about prayer or if you have a lack of interest in it, then 
you are apathetic.  If you don’t care about souls, you are apathetic.  
We had 133 visiting adults from our bus routes this Easter Sunday, 
and they sat right here.  If at some time during this week you didn’t 
say, “God, there’s going to be a lot of adults sitting here—open up 
their hearts,” then you are apathetic.  You don’t care.  You say, 
“Well, I have my life.”  That’s exactly my point.  

Spiritual apathy can be manifested in a couple ways.  It can be 
manifested in a decrease in attendance at church services.  You say 
that you come to church enough.  Okay, you’re a good Lutheran.  
Join the Catholics, but we’re not supposed to compare ourselves 
to other denominations.  We are not supposed to look at other 
people.  We should compare ourselves and align ourselves with 
the Bible.  Does your life line up with it?  A decrease in attendance 
and coming to church without proper preparation is a sign that you 
are apathetic.  

As I was talking about Easter Sunday, did you think about 
how much you prepared your heart?  As you were preparing for this 
weekend for the bus route, how much did you prepare?  I’m not 
talking about just knocking on doors.  I’m talking about prayer and 
soul-searching and taking time during the week to let God prepare 
you for His Word.  If you walk into the church service and it’s just 
“ho-hum,” then you’re apathetic.  If you can go through a church 
service and still be “ho-hum,” then you’re apathetic.  I’m not saying 
that the hankies should come out.  

But come here on a Saturday night.  As practices start at 
about 6:00 or 6:30 every Saturday night—6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00—I 
would say there’s probably six to ten groups practicing so they will 
stir your heart up. Then you sit there and say, “Hmm, they missed 
a note.  Boy, that wasn’t as good as I’ve heard before.”  You’re 
apathetic!  Nothing can stir you.  These people aren’t practicing 
and doing offertories to please you.  They’re doing it to praise and 
worship God, and as they sing the song “Christ the Lord Is Risen 
Today,” do you believe it?  Do you say, “Um, Amen.  It’s okay”?  

What kind of God do you serve?  My Lord and Savior cried 
out on the cross.  He said, “Lord, remember this man.  I thirst.”  
He cried out, “It is finished.”  It was so loud, the temple veil rent 
from top to bottom.  He had emotion on the cross.  We sit in our 
pews, “Hmm, wow.”  Have you thought about the words?  Have you 
let them impact you?  Or is it just, “Well, Preaching Conference is 
coming up; I’ll say Amen then.”  It’s a show.  It’s empty.  

When you try not to attend Sunday School, or skip church 
services, when you have a lack of interest towards visitors, you are 
spiritually apathetic.  When you have a lack of spiritual hunger, 
you’re apathetic.  Quite often, apathy is developed when you find 
something else to be more important.  That is the reason—when 
something else is more important than spiritual matters—you have 
fallen into apathy.  Why is apathy a sin?  Because it weakens 
and destroys local churches.  All across America you walk into a 
church, and it’s dead.  One preacher said that, in most churches, 
if you walked in with a bucket of cream by the time you walked 
down to the altar, it would be ice cream.  That is how cold it is in 
most churches.  

As your heart becomes cold, it destroys somebody else.  
Somebody else is excited about their bus route because they had a 
great Sunday with visitors or people saved.  You come up to them 
and say, “Well, huh.  You’ll have your down day.”  Yes, we all have 
down days, but we should be excited when someone else sees God 

move in their ministry.  Somebody is excited because somebody 
got saved.  “Did they really?  Did they really get saved?  How long 
will they last?”  Well, they’ll last a lot longer if they don’t get around 
your apathetic attitude.  

Let’s turn to Revelation Chapter 2.  This is the Cure for the 
Common Cold Heart.  These lessons are from a forgetful church.  
What are the cures for the common cold heart?  Let’s read in 
Chapter 2, starting in verse 1.  “Unto the angel of the church of 
Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars 

“Woe to them 
that are at ease  
   in Zion, . . .”

in his right hand, who 
walketh in the midst of 
the seven golden can-
dlesticks;  I know thy 
works, and thy labour, 
and thy patience, and 
how thou canst not 
bear them which are 
evil: and thou hast 
tried them which say 
they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:  And hast 
borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, 
and hast not fainted.  Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, 
because thou hast left thy first love.  Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else 
I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out 
of his place, except thou repent.  But this thou hast, that thou hatest 
the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.  He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the paradise of God.”

This was written to the church of Ephesus.  Ephesus was not 
only a beautiful city, but it was the chief city of the province of Asia.  
It was a religious and commercial center of the entire area which 
influenced east and west Asia and Europe.  When Paul landed in 
Ephesus, he looked down what would’ve been known as Harbor 
Boulevard.  Harbor Boulevard was all white marble.  Can you imag-
ine?  Harbor Boulevard is wide and is all marble.  That is where 
Paul walked.  As he moved into the center of the city, he saw all 
sorts of markets and gift shops.  There was a large market on the 
right as he went up the boulevard.  Ahead of him, as he went up 
the side of a mountain, was a theater that could seat 20,000 people.  
Off to his left was the Great Amphitheatre that could seat over 
100,000 people.  It was at that amphitheatre that Paul was run out, 
and they cheered for hours, “Great is the goddess Diana.”  It was a 
great metropolis, and they believed that at certain times there were 
over 2 million people that were around this city of Ephesus.  But 
the city had a temple and the temple was to Diana.  It was one of 
the wonders of the ancient world.  It was the largest Greek temple 
every constructed.  In it were over 100 external columns, 56 feet 
in height.  The doors were of cypress.  This temple served as the 
bank of Asia.  It brought in a lot of money, but it was a wicked, 
wicked place.  The goddess of Diana was a goddess of fertility; 
and, as you can imagine, then there were all kinds of wickedness 
associated with the worship of this goddess.   However, Paul came 
to Ephesus and planted a church.  You read about it in the book 
of Acts.  You’ll notice as he writes that the Ephesians have a good 
testimony.  Their pastor was John.  They believe that the Apostle 
John ended up taking over the pastorate of the church of Ephesus.  
At a certain time, he was exiled from Ephesus and taken to the Isle 
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of Patmos.  While exiled on the Isle of Patmos, John is taken up 
and has a vision.  

In his own handwriting, John starts writing letters to the 
churches of Asia.  One of those churches was this great church of 
Ephesus.  There were seven commendations to them.  “I know thy 
works and thy labor.”  That word “labor” indicates that they were 
a sacrificing church.  They would put themselves into something 
so much that it cost them a lot.  You say, “They weren’t really a 
bad church; they were trying to do some things.”  You’ll also notice 
that they were a separated church.  “How that thou canst not bear 
them which are evil....”  However, we see the correction that they 
need.  What’s the correction?  He said in verse 4, “You’ve left your 
first love.”  Now you notice, it doesn’t say that they “lost it”;  it says 
they “left it.”  There’s a story told of two girls who grew up in New 
England many years ago.  They worked in a cotton mill.    They 
were friends, but one of them quit working there and lost touch with 
the other.  One day they met on the street.  The working girl asked 
her friend, “Hey, are you still working?”  The other one said, “No, 
no, no; I’m not working;  I got married.”  When that girl worked in 
the mill, she watched the clock.  Every evening as five o’clock came, 
she had her coat on and was on her way out.  It was hard work, 
and she didn’t like it.  Now, she is married and she quit working?  
Well, if you could look at her life, you wouldn’t think she had quit 
working.  She gets up earlier than she did when she worked at the 
mill.  She prepares breakfast for her husband and packs his lunch.  
Then she throws her arms around him and says, “O, I’ll see you this 
evening.”  All day long, she’s busy cleaning house, washing clothes, 
and caring for two little children.  Then when five o’clock comes, 
she doesn’t put on her coat and leave; she starts cooking dinner.  
About six o’clock, her husband comes in; she’s right there, and 
she throws her arms around him and says, “O, I missed you; I’m 
so glad you’re home.”  Then she stops?  No.  She then serves him 
dinner, feeds the children, washes the dishes; and that’s not all.  She 
then prepares for tomorrow, and starts prepping because she’s got 

If you don’t go 
back and think about 
your salvation, you’re  
apathetic, lethargic, and  
indifferent.  

to get up in the morning to prepare breakfast 
and pack a lunch.  But it’s all different.  Why?  
Because she loves somebody.  

When you and I come to church, and 
it’s only like work—punch in, punch out—and 
when we just can’t wait to get our coats on and 
get out the door because we’ve got so much 
to do, we’ve left our first love.  It can get that 
way.  When it does, we’ve left our first love.  
God gives some instruction on how to correct 
it.  He gives some instruction in verse 5 for 
three simple cures for the common cold heart.

First of all, remember.  Remember from whence thou art 
fallen.  If you don’t go back and think about your salvation, you’re 
apathetic, lethargic, and indifferent.  It could be that you’ve been 
saved five years, and you are apathetic and cold.  There are some 
of you who have been saved twenty, thirty, or forty years, and you 
know what?  When somebody talks to you about salvation, your 
eyes begin to tear up thinking about it.  That’s good, because we 
shouldn’t forget what God did for us.  We need to remember the 
pit that we had fallen into and how Christ pulled us out of that pit.  
Can you remember?  Some of you remember where you were.  The 
sin that bound you, had control of you; and then you found Christ 
and He changed your heart.  And boy, life is different!  It doesn’t 

mean that there’s never a problem, but it’s different because you 
can remember what He’s done.  Do you do that?  Do you take 
time at Easter to read through the passages in Matthew, Luke, and 
John?  Does it make your heart hurt?  Do you think of Christ and 
what He did for you?  I’m even talking about a teenager or a young 
boy or girl who could say, “God didn’t save me out of drugs; He 
didn’t save me out of alcohol,” but you saw you were a sinner and 
you were wicked.  You will be apathetic as a young person until you 
come to the point that God can crush you and tears come to your 
eyes because you remember that you were a sinner.  There are so 
many young people who grew up here, and you’ve never thought 
about your sin as evil.  You’ve never thought of your sin that way.  
You compare yourself to everybody else, but can you think of your 
Savior?  Can you remember what He did for you?  When you do 
that, you’ll come back to your first love and that is Christ.  

Not only do we need to remember, but it says, “…remember 
therefore from whence thou are fallen and repent....”  Repent.  
What does that mean?  Turn from your wrong doing.  Don’t keep 
going in it.  Some will say, “Well, I remember what Christ did.”  And 
then one week later you’re still doing it.  You haven’t turned from 
that sin.  You’ve got to hate that sin.  You’ve got to despise that sin 
and turn from it.  We repent and then, notice what is says: “...and 
do the first works.”  What does that mean?  It means go back and 
reinstate what made you in love with the Savior.  Go back and do 
that which made you love the Lord.  When we are first saved, there 
is a sense of newness.  You can still be in love with your Savior.  
You say, “Well, you’re trying to say something that’s impossible.”  
No, here John writes to the people at Ephesus and he says, “You’ve 
left it.”  You may sacrifice, you may labor, you may have patience, 
you may be separated, you may look the part, but God dealt with 
John on the Isle and he said, “Church of Ephesus, I love you.  I 
was your pastor, but you’ve left it.  You’ve left what it’s all about.  
It’s about Christ.  It’s about loving Him.  It’s about sharing Him 
with others.  It’s about serving Him with all of our heart.  It’s about 
doing the work that He wants us to do.”  It’s about bringing people 

to Jesus Christ and letting them see 
our Savior.  Reinstate those things.  
Get back into the Word of God.  

In 1764, Dr. Chandler was 
the one who discovered the ruins 
of Ephesus.  Dr. Chandler gives a 
striking description of the old town 
of Ephesus.  He said, “Its population 
consisted of a few Greek peasants 
living in extreme wretchedness, 
dependence, and insensibility.  The 

representatives of an illustrious people and inhabiting the wreck 
of their greatness, some reside in the substructure of the glorious 
edifices which they raised and some beneath the vaults of the sta-
dium.  Its streets are obscured and overgrown.  He continues on; 
a herd of goats was driven to it for shelter from the sun at noon 
when a noisy flight of crows from the quarries seemed to insult the 
silence.  We heard the partridge call in the area of the theatre and 
the stadium.  Its fate is that of the entire country.   A garden has 
become a desert.  Busy centers of civilization, sports where the 
refinements and delights of the age were collected are now a prey 
to silence, destruction, and death.  

Is that the story of your life?  You got saved.  God started 
working and building an edifice.  He started building something in 
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MEET A FAIRHAVEN STAFF MEMBER

Archie Parrish came to Fairhaven Baptist College in the 
fall of 1997.  He graduated four years later in 2001 and began his 
ministry teaching in a small school in Westfield, Massachusetts.  
He enjoyed this opportunity as he taught several different subjects 
in the Christian school and helped with music, bus, and children’s 
ministries.  In 2003, the Lord called him back to his home state of 
Missouri to Bible Baptist Church where he served as the assistant 
pastor.  As assistant pastor, he worked in several different areas of 
the church, specifically in the children’s ministries and some work 
with the youth.  During this time, he began to feel a great burden 
for teenagers and a great desire to see them surrender to the Lord’s 
work and full-time Christian service.  He also met his future wife 
Larissa, who was serving in a nearby church.  They were married 
in January of 2007.  In the fall of 2007, God called him to pastor 
Mountain Valley Baptist Church in Challis, Idaho. 

Archie and Larissa enjoyed working with the people of Challis 
and seeing them begin to make important steps in their spiritual 
walk.  It was especially exciting to watch them take steps of faith 
in their families, door-to-door soulwinning, and the development 
of biblical standards of music and dress.  It was also very exciting 
to see God’s hand of blessing magnified in their lives as they took 
these steps of obedience.  During those years in Challis, Archie 
enjoyed faithfully bringing his teens all the way from Idaho to the 
Empowered Youth and Preaching Conferences at Fairhaven. 

From Missouri and Massachusetts to his time in Idaho, 
Archie never lost the burden to see more young people surrender 
their lives to the Lord.  A short while after Pastor Damron was called 
upon to be the next pastor of Fairhaven, the Lord laid it upon his 
heart to call Pastor Parrish about taking his position as youth pastor.  
Convinced that God wanted him to remain in Idaho to see more 
churches planted, Pastor Parrish found it hard to believe that God 
would call him to do that.  However, he agreed to pray about it 
and a short time later God made it clear that He wanted Archie to 
take the position as youth pastor.  At the end of 2013, Archie, his 
wife, and his two boys Archie and Benjamin moved from Idaho 
to Indiana where they now serve.  In addition to working with the 
teens, Archie heads up Camp Fairhaven, captains a Michigan City 
bus route, and helps in various other areas.  Larissa also works in 
the church finance office.  They are excited to have a part in the 
lives of young people again and are excited to see what the Lord 
has ahead for them.

your heart and in your life.  It was taking shape; but through lethargy, 
apathy, and unconcern, all of a sudden the walls are down, and the 
weeds have grown up in the pathways.  Now rats scurry around your 
house.  Your temple is in disrepair, and like the city of Ephesus, 
they can say, “It once was.  It used to be.”  Is that the story of your 
Christian life?  Then John says, “Don’t leave it; come back to God.”  

R. A. Torrey was a skeptic.  He became an agnostic as he 
went to Germany and started studying in the universities.  But God 
broke through and became real to him.  Torrey says it was because 
he found a love in God’s Word.   His life was one of intense energy.  
I can remember reading his biography in college.  Once he was 
approached by a man named Dr. Comden.  This man came to Dr. 
Torrey and said, “I can get nothing out of the study of the Bible.  
The Scripture is as dry as sand.  Tell me how to study the Bible so 
it will mean something to me.”  Dr. Torrey looked at him and said, 
“Read it.”   Dr. Comden was looking for something a little more 
scholarly.  He says, “I do read it.”  Dr. Torrey turned to him and 
said, “Read it some more.”  And then he said, “How?”  Torrey said, 
“Take a book and read it twelve times a day.”  The man just looked 
at him and said, “How can I do that with my schedule?  How can 
I read a book twelve times a day?  What book am I supposed to 
read?”  Dr. Torrey said, “Try II Peter.”  Well, the man went home 
and later wrote that he and his wife read II Peter two or three times 
for breakfast.  He said we read it two times for lunch, and then we 
read it three or four times for dinner.  Soon, he was talking II Peter.  
The sun and the stars seemed to shout II Peter.  He said, “Tear 
drops mingled as I was reading and marked up my Bible.”  One 
day he turned to his wife and said, “I’ve ruined my Bible with tears 
and the markings.  I can’t even read II Peter any more.”  And his 
wife said, “Yes, but as the pages have been getting black, your life 
has been getting light.” 

And maybe that’s what you need.  Something simple.  Go 
back where you left God.  He’s there waiting for you.  Start over 
again; pull out the weeds.  Start repairing those walls, and what you’ll 
find is that it can be as good as it used to be.  God wants that.  Are 
you lethargic?  Then go to God and get the cure!

Kindly notify us if  you would like to continue 
receiving our publication of  the 

Fairhaven Fundamentalist..  

Please contact us at
(219) 926-6636

fundamentalist@fairhavenbaptist.org

We’re Purging Our Records
(Applies to print copies only)
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Children’s Ministry tips
With some work and preparation, you can be a useful worker 

in children’s ministries.  With extra work and preparation, you can 
become a skilled worker in children’s ministries.  Getting comfort-
able and developing skills in children’s work is not complex.  We 
need simply to be interested in improving. 

Each lesson should have one main point.  This point must 
be simple, direct, and frequently repeated.

Use language that your class understands.
Understand that your students must be able to apply the 

Bible lesson that you are teaching “on Monday” in their homes 
and schools.  Do not be vague.  Apply the truth of the lesson to 
their lives.  Becoming familiar with their lives (through prayer and 
personal visitation) is imperative to be effective.

When considering whether or not your class is listening, 
constantly ask yourself, “Where are their eyes?”  When you do 
not have their attention, you are not teaching.  You are just filling 
time, and that is not the purpose of church. 

To keep attention in a children’s class, you must show them 
something either in your hands (a visual aid) or in their minds (an 

interesting story or 
illustration).

Y o u  m u s t 
re-earn attention 
every week.  Last 
week’s “good” class 
is ancient history.  
There is no attention 
carry-over between 
weeks.  Come “ready 
to work” every week.  
Come prepared.

Helpers  do 
not maintain atten-

tion.  They can help with disturbances, but they cannot gain nor keep 
attention.  The person in the front of the classroom has that job.

When attention has been lost, work quickly and patiently, 
always staying in control.  “Rebuild” the number of kids that are 
listening.  Tell them exactly what a good kid “looks like” (hands in 
lap, eyes up front, mouth closed).  

Sing several songs in a row.  Rather than saying, “We will 
start singing once everyone is quiet,” it is effective to simply begin 
singing.  The singing itself will re-establish attention.  Eventually, 
most will join in, and you will have gathered the attention of the 
entire class without “losing your cool.”

Visuals and stories are not just for “girls.”  Ladies are often 
viewed as more skilled at children’s ministries than guys for two 
reasons:  they use visuals more frequently, and they often put them-
selves into their story more.  Some guys think that a Bible lesson 
is a sermon, while most ladies think of it as a story.  “Sermons” 
without illustrations or visuals are dry to kids.  “Dry” and “children” 
do not mix well.

Prepare and teach based on the comprehension level of your 
class.  There is no place for pride in children’s ministries.  You 
will just come across as silly if you are “half-hearted.”  Use visuals, 
prepare object lessons, and employ pertinent stories and illustrations 
to transmit the biblical truth effectively.

Jesus used earthly stories to illustrate heavenly truths (para-
bles), and they are very interesting.

Preparing your children’s ministry assignment is vital.  It 
involves preparing at least three things.  First, prepare the story, 
verse, object lesson, sermon, or lesson that you are scheduled to 
teach.  Secondly, gather illustrations and visuals that will make the 
lesson clear.  Lastly, practice 
technique(s) necessary to 
gain and maintain attention.

Here is  a  weekly 
preparation plan.  After re-
ceiving your ministry sched-
ule, enter one of two items 
into your weekly planner: 
either your specific weekly 
responsibilities or a weekly 
note that reminds you to 
look at the ministry sched-
ule.  Never work from your 
memory, especially with 
ministry responsibilities.  
Next, take time each Satur-
day evening to do two things.  First, make a final review over the next 
day’s assignment and look at the schedule for the next week to get 
that story or object lesson in your hand.  Then, on Sunday night after 
church, look over next week’s assignment.  Study it several times 
during the week (depending on the assignment, these study sessions 
do not have to take a lot of time).  When Saturday arrives, you are 
back to making the final review over the next day’s assignment and 
securing the following week’s story or object lesson.  Repeat this 
schedule as long as you continue to receive ministry assignments. 

      Who can know  
    the value of  
      one soul?
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MEET A FAIRHAVEN FAMILY

As a young child, it was fun for Anthony Wright 
to ride a Sunday School bus with a group of other kids 
from Michigan City. Even though he was unsaved, 
learning the Bible verses, singing songs about Jesus, 
and, of course, winning prizes for doing so, was enough 
to make him continue attending church. 

It seemed to Tony that the bus was full every 
Sunday with rowdy kids!  One Sunday afternoon on 
the way home from church, he was awakened by a 
punch in the face by his so-called friend.  That was the 
start of the “Rumble in the Jungle,” a day the workers 
never forgot!  Tony was fortunate that his bus captain 
had mercy on him when he returned. Tony continued 
to ride the bus, and every week he was happy for any 
opportunities to get treats!  

One day, while sitting in his usual spot in the 
back of the bus, Tony got to say the verse by memory 
and won a frizbee with a quarter taped to it! It meant so 
much!  Riding the bus to church made Tony so happy.

However, like most kids, Tony did not understand 
what the Bible had to say about Jesus and His love 
for children, but God used a man’s burden and vision 
for souls to train others to go out and show God’s love 
for this young boy. Countless stories, Bible lessons, 
Bible verses, and good preaching all resulted in God 
convicting Tony of his sin. Tony finally trusted Jesus 
as Savior and was led to Christ by his older brother, 
who also rode the Sunday School bus. 

Tony continued to ride the bus to church and, 
after graduating from high school, was able to attend 
Fairhaven Baptist College.  It was during the years of 
attending college that he became grounded in the Bi-
ble.  Over the years, he transitioned from bus rider to 
bus worker and then bus captain. Without the loving 
prayers and concern of the bus workers of Fairhaven 
Baptist Church, Tony would have never known that 
God had a plan for his life or how good He is to His 
children!

God has continued to allow Tony as well as his 
wife and children to serve together on their route since 
1999.  As a bus captain, he is praying that God will 
allow his family to see the same results realized in the 
lives of others.  The Wrights desire the children who 
ride their bus, along with their parents, to see God’s 

Anthony Wright, along with his family, Dee, Jonathan, Josiah, Condoleezza, and Jahleel, 
love their bus route on the north side of  Gary, Indiana.

love for them, respond to the Truth by accepting His 
salvation, and then grow and become active members 
in the church.  The Wrights thank God that they have 
seen results during their time serving, and will contin-
ue to work and pray to see Him work again. 
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Winners of  our Music Competition represented from Pleasantville, Iowa.  This small group 
vocal ensemble won first place.

A MAtter of perspeCtive
“Why did I have to be born in this family?”  “I 

wish I had their life!”  “When am I ever going to use 
this?”  “There’s no reason I should be asked to do this!”  
“My life is just not fair!”  These are all questions and 
statements in the minds of teens every day.  Is there 
a good response for them? I believe the answer is in 
the matter of perspective.

Consider Joseph for a minute. He had ten step-
brothers (who hated him), three stepmoms and lost 
his own mom when his brother was born.  He was sold 
into slavery by his brothers, believed to be dead by his 
father, lied about by his master’s wife, cast into prison 
and forgotten by those he helped.  He was betrayed, 
forgotten and forsaken.  From our perspective, his life 
was worthless and without much purpose.  He was a 
man without a future and without hope.

However, consider God’s perspective.  His scorn-
ing by his brothers led to a close relationship with 
God and a trusted relationship with his father.  He 
was placed in the house of an officer in the Egyptian 
government in preparation for his ruling in Egypt.  He 
was thrown in prison to help Pharaoh’s butler and left 
there until the exact moment that he could be most 
valuable to Pharaoh, Egypt and his family.  Because 
of the path his life took, God had him in place for the 
preservation of the entire nation of Israel.  From God’s 
perspective, every step he took and every circumstance 
he faced was an integral part of God’s master plan for 
his life.

So, how do you keep the right perspective?  Re-
member that God has a perfect plan for your life that 
He is fulfilling with every step you take. Surrender 
yourself to His will, learn all you can right now and 
trust that His way is better than yours. Strive to look 
at your life from God’s perspective!

2015

November 9-12, 2015

What is 
the theme?

register your guess at
ey.fairhavenbaptist.org.

The young people pictured here were among many in attendance at out annual Empowered Youth 
Conference.  They represent the following countries: Canada, Belize, Mongolia, Zambia, Mexico, 
and Korea.

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 

years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.             —Ecclesiastes 12:1

http://ey.fairhavenbaptist.org
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MEET A FAIRHAVEN STUDENT

Since 1977
Baptist College 

Where Serving Christ Is the 
Heart of the Ministry

www.fairhavenbaptist.org
86 East Oak Hill Road · Chesterton, Indiana  46304

(219) 926-6636

Caleb Rivera’s parents 
grew up Catholic in the Phil-
ippines.  His father was saved 
while serving in the U.S. Air 
Force.  As with most military 
families, the Riveras relocated 
several times. Twelve years ago, 
Caleb and his family moved to 
Utah and joined Berean Baptist 
Church of Ogden, pastored by 

Dave Mallinak.  There, the Rivera family became active 
in the ministries of this local church. 

Four years ago, Caleb enrolled in Fairhaven’s 
one-year Bible program.  Near the end of that year, 
he faced a challenging decision–return to Fairhaven 
to continue a degree in Pastoral Theology, or pursue 
another career.  Through prayer and counsel, and 
sensing the direction of the Lord, Caleb returned.  He 
will graduate this spring with a degree in Pastoral 
Theology.  

While in college, he has worked alongside Pastor 
Damron and Pastor Parrish in our youth department.  
Also, he assisted Todd Wright at Camp Fairhaven, 
the summer day camp ministry of Fairhaven Baptist 
Church.  He spent several years in the bus ministry 

as a helper to Steve Brady and Derek Edwards, two 
of our laymen bus captains.  He participated in both 
the intercollegiate soccer and basketball teams, and 
he preached at Fairhaven Baptist Church’s New Year’s 
Eve service.  

Please pray for Caleb and all of our 2015 gradu-
ates as they seek to move forward as faithful servants 
in the Lord’s work.

“God, send me anywhere, 
only go with me.  Lay any 
burden on me, only sustain 
me.  And sever any tie in 
my heart except the tie 
that binds my heart to 
Yours.”  
   —David Livingstone
   Missionary to Africa

http://www.fairhavenbaptistcollege.org
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OUR SCHEDULE

SUNDAY SCHOOL .................. 9:45 a.m.
PREACHING SERVICE ........ 10:45 a.m.
EVENING SERVICE ................ 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY SERVICE ............ 7:00 p.m.

froM fAirhAven’s pulpit

“Trail Blazers for Christ”
 – Pastor Archie Parrish

“The Prodigal Son’s Biggest Sin”
“Mouldy Bread”
 – Pastor Courtney Lewis

“Empty Your Wagons”
 – Evangelist Eric Ramos

“Spiritual Sacrifices”
 – Pastor Denny Patterson

“Prosper” (Parts I and II)”
 – Pastor Tom Fryman

“Knowing the Ways of God”
“The Workings of God”
 – Dr. Dave Dunbar

86 EAST OAK HILL ROAD
CHESTERTON, INDIANA 46304-1399

These sermons are available on CD for $3 each 
through our bookstore.  Some are also available 
through sermonaudio.com.

“Discouragement”
 – Mr. Dave Olson

“Grace and More Grace” (Chapel)
 – Pastor Dave Mallinak

We have been challenged recently by powerful 
sermons that were both encouraging and convicting.  
About the preparation of the preacher for his preach-
ing, Charles Spurgeon said, “Our ministry must be 
emphatic, or it will never affect these thoughtless 
times; and to this end our hearts must be habitually 
fervent, and our whole nature must be fired with an 
all-consuming passion for the glory of God and the 
good of men.”  

Kindly notify us if  you would like to continue 
receiving our publication of  the 

Fairhaven Fundamentalist..  

Please contact us at
(219) 926-6636

fundamentalist@fairhavenbaptist.org

We’re Purging Our Records

The Fairhaven bookstore has been a blessing to our church and 
ministries for many years.  The bookstore recently launched a 
website that will enable online ordering.  Items for sale include 
music recordings, sheet music, and materials for children’s 
ministries.  Please check back to see items that will be added 

weekly.  Visit the site at http://bookstore.fairhavenbaptist.org.

(Applies to print copies only)

http://sermonaudio.com/fairhaven
mailto:fundamentalist@fairhavenbaptist.org
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http://bookstore.fairhavenbaptist.org
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