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THE VALUE OF TIME
Time is one of the most valuable commodities in 

the world.  It is more valuable than all the gold in Fort 
Knox, all the oil in the Mideast, all the diamonds ever 
mined.

Life is measured by time.  Time is life, and life is 
time.  In Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, Solomon describes 28 life 
experiences—birth, death, planting, reaping, laughter, 
weeping—and every one of them is prefaced with time.

Now look at Ephesians 5:15 and 16, “See then 
that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
Redeeming the time because the days are evil.”  We 
are to walk circumspectly, cautiously as on thin ice, 
redeeming, or buying up or stewarding our time.  The 
most valuable substance of life is time.

Pastor Roger Voegtlin preaching at the Independent Baptist 
Church of Kabwe, which is averaging over 360.

Obed Zulu was one of the first saved through our ministry in 
Zambia, Africa.  He is pictured with his wife, Beauty, and his two 
sons.  He is very active in the ministry, now helping with teaching 
and preaching at Independent Baptist Church of Kabwe.

In James 4:14, the half brother of Jesus asked, “. 
. .what is your life?...”  TIME.  You will never understand 
the worth of life, the value of life, until you understand 
time.  To waste time is to waste life.  To misuse time is 
to misuse life.

Ben Franklin said, “Time is the thing life is made 
of.  Time is our most precious possession.”  To kill time 
is to kill life.  Time has no resurrection—when it’s gone, 
it’s gone.  The greatest supposition anyone can make 
is that they are going to live five more seconds.  Yet 
the average Christian wastes it and throws it around 
like garbage.

Go to the hospital and ask the terminally ill cancer 
patient what the most valuable commodity is—money?  
a home?  a job?  “No,” he will say, “it’s time.”  Yet we 
misuse it and treat it as though it’s worthless.  We nev-
er seem to realize we are living 24 hours that we can 
never call back.  At times as we see Christians walking 
through life in a daze, we want to scream, “Why don’t 
you do right?”

If you don’t use the time you have with children 
in your home wisely, you will suffer as you watch them 
wander all their lives.  College students training for 
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Value of Time...from page 1 GRADUATES AROUND THE WORLD

Having both a father and a grandfather as Baptist pas-
tors, Jonn Morrow’s earliest memories included seeing the 
work of the ministry firsthand.  Jonn’s father dedicated him-
self to helping young Baptist churches grow.  This took his 
family to the Upper Peninsula, Traverse City, and Lansing, 
Michigan.  As a high schooler, Jonn’s family moved to Green 
Bay, Wisconsin.  Jonn recalls his father’s commitment to be 
a godly influence on his children.  Family prayer, devotions, 
and ministry work were an integral part of his upbringing.

After high school, Jonn enrolled in Bible college, grad-
uating from Fairhaven Baptist College in 2001.  While at 
Fairhaven, he met his wife, Angela.  She came to Fairhaven 
from Anchor Baptist Church in Salt Lake City, Utah.  After 
graduation, Jonn served as an assistant in a climate vastly 
different from the one in which he was raised.  He worked 
for two years at Grace Independent Baptist Church of Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, under the leadership of Pastor Ed 
Decker.  During this time, God confirmed in his heart the call 
to pastor.  Following the Lord’s direction, Jonn returned to 
the far north, moving to Kennan, Wisconsin, where he was 
called to pastor New Hope Baptist Church.

The Lord soon blessed them with a facility that was 
formerly a public school.  One year after starting the church, 
they opened a Christian school.  From this ministry, and 
their soulwinning efforts, Pastor Morrow has seen several 
young people not only saved and discipled, but also attend 
Fairhaven Baptist College and then return to assist him at 
his church.  Pastor Morrow observed his 10th anniversary 
at New Hope last summer.  He looks forward to seeing how 
the Lord will use New Hope Baptist to reach their area with 
the gospel.

Continued on p. 11

the ministry “float” through school and then not succeed at 
their calling.  Ladies and men think they are “so busy,” but 
if their time were scheduled, they could do twice for God 
what they do.

The failure in life never learns the value of time and 
will answer to God for his sloppiness.  The Bible says, “...
go to the ant, thou sluggard...”  Use your time.

If we are going to use time the way God wants us to, 
then we must realize that it comes from God.  He gave us 
40, 60, 80 years to choose Him and live for Him—not to “surf 
the web.”  Television is a waste of time.  Christians waste 
hours a day playing games on the computer or texting to 
the place where it is sin.

“Only one life ‘twill soon be past.  Only what’s done for 
Christ will last.”  “So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom,” Psalm 90:12.  Malachi 
3:8 asks, “Will a man rob God?”  Yes...some of His tithe, 
some of talents, but among good Christians, more will rob 
Him of time.

If your time is used correctly you will be praying, read-
ing your Bible, winning souls, working on the bus route, and 
raising your family for Him.  If you settle the sacredness of 
time, you will be what you should be for God.  There will be 
less gossip and less standing around telling jokes.  We are 
going to give an account to God for the way we use it.  Do 
you live that way?

You will never redeem your time correctly until you 
master your morning.  If morning is wasted, the whole day 
is.  Go through your Bible and see how many of those who 
left their mark on Scripture history rose up early in the morn-
ing.  Abraham rose up “early in the morning,” and we read, 
Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Samuel, David, and Jesus 
“rose up early in the morning.”  They did this because they 
wanted God to be in control of their day.  

Have your devotions in the morning and take the day 
off your shoulders and place it on God’s.  Submit yourself to 
God and make Him responsible for your time and actions.  If 
in that first hour you give yourself over to God and the Holy 
Spirit, it will be a successful day.  Get wisdom, instruction, 
encouragement, and strength, and you will fall into bed 
believing it was a good day, recalling all He did.  Start your 
day right with your devotions and family devotions.  Plan 
your day with God—let Him get a hold of your day from the 
beginning.

But to redeem our time, we must mention priorities.  
Every morning, choose what you should do.  Have you 
ever taken time to make a list of the most important things 
in your life?  Write down what you should spend time on.  
You don’t know what those things are until you list them.  
We must start off our day selecting how to use our day.  We 
must be the boss.

Most don’t have a schedule of priorities and spend all 
day putting out fires, then reward themselves by watching 
television and go to sleep miserable.  If we saw the urgency 
of using our time right, we would concentrate on doing what 
God would have us to do.

Your list should start with honoring God.  We must 
love Him, make ourselves right for Him, pray, and read our 

So teach us to number our days, that we may   
apply our hearts unto wisdom.          Psalm 90:12



3

Where there 
is no vision, 
the people 

perish.

F airhaven BaptistC hurch

Fairhaven Baptist Church • 86 East Oak Hill Road • Chesterton, Indiana 
(219) 926-6636 • www.fairhavenbaptist.org

Preaching Conference

April 20-24, 2014

Roger Voegtlin
Chesterton, Indiana 

David Cloud
Nepal

Gary Gillmore
South Bend, Indiana

Courtney Lewis
Chicago, Illinois

Wilbert Unger
Ontario, Canada

Don Whitecar
Belize

http://church.fairhavenbaptist.org/events/preaching-conference


4

A WARRIOR’S GOODBYE
Dr. John R. Rice

Highlights from the sermon preached in the Sword of the Lord Conference, Galilean Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, April 1967.

  In II Timothy 4, Paul said, “Tim-
othy, I’m about ready to go now, so I’m 
giving you some farewell advice.”  And 
this is it:  “Preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, re-
buke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine” (vs. 2).

Now beginning with verse 5,  “but 
watch thou in all things, endure afflic-
tions, do the work of an evangelist, 

We hear a lot about revisionist history by pol-
iticians as liberals change what our country stood 
for; however, the same thing is happening within our 
independent Baptist circles.  When Curtis Hutson 
took over the Sword of the Lord, he had the audacity 
to change John R. Rice’s sermons on repentance, 
making it sound as though Dr. Rice didn’t believe it 
was needed, when he, in reality, strongly believed 
you couldn’t be saved without repentance of your sin.

Now, I have heard those of this revisionist move-
ment say that John R. Rice did not have a warning 
ministry, when, in reality, that was a big part of his 
preaching, especially when addressing pastors.

I didn’t agree with everything Dr. Rice stood for, 
but he had more effect on me than any other public 
figure.  As I grew up in Chicago, he would come to our 
church every year for 10- or 12-day revival services 
resulting in several of my family’s relatives making 
salvation professions.  Added to this, his preaching and 
books influenced me strongly in the areas of family, 
prayer, the power of God, and fighting for what is right.

I praise God for growing up hearing his strong 
messages, then having him preach and teach at the 
university I attended.  He was invited to the school 
for a week of meetings for one reason, to point out 
the compromise of Billy Graham in the 1960s.  In his 
later years Dr. Rice ministered here at Fairhaven, and 
I was honored to preach for him.  My last association 
was to fly to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, for his funeral 
at Bob Kelley’s church.  I knew John R. Rice, and he 
had a warning ministry and was a fighter.  That’s why 
he had so many enemies.             —Dr. Roger Voegtlin

make full proof of thy ministry.  For I am now ready to be 
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righ-
teousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day:  and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing.  Do thy diligence to come shortly 
unto me” (II Timothy 4:5-9)....

The secret of the Lord is with those who trust Him.  God 
tells His secrets to them.  So God said, “Paul, get ready.”  
Paul said, “Amen, Lord.  Oh, I’ve been looking forward to it; 
now the time is about here.  I am now ready to be offered, and 

the time of my departure is at hand.”  Isn’t that a wonderful, 
wonderful story?  Now he says, “The time of my departure 
is at hand.  I am now ready to be offered.  I have fought a 
good fight.  I have finished my course.  I have kept the faith.  
Henceforth there is laid up a crown of righteousness for me.”

I want us to think about this wonderful story of this good 
man who kept the faith.  This is the farewell of a fighter... 

Paul had had some pretty hard times.  He had been 
tried.  He said, “When I came on trial, you may have heard 
about it.”  He said, “This thou knowest, that all they which are 
in Asia be turned away from me: of whom are Phygellus and 
Hermogenes.”  He said, “When my trial came, nobody stood 
up for me.  That is all right; God has been good about it.”  He 
said, “Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
world, and is departed unto Thessalonica” (II Timothy 4:10).  
No doubt Demas thought, “I can’t stay here.  Paul is in jail, 
and I’m liable to be in jail, too, if I stick around”—“Demas 
hath forsaken me,…Titus has gone to Dalmatia.”  He said, 
“Crescens has gone to Galatia.  Only Luke is with me.”  He 
said, “Timothy, I hope you will come soon, and bring that 
cloak, and some books to read, if you will.  And Timothy, 
try to get here before winter.  The time of my departure is 
at hand.  I have finished my course, I have fought a good 
fight, I have kept the faith, and so now there is a crown of 
righteousness waiting for me.”

Paul, over yonder in jail, said, “Alexander the copper-
smith did me much evil:  the Lord reward him according to 
his works.  And Hermogenes and Phygellus quit me.  They 
wouldn’t stick up for me.  And Demas forsook me, having 
loved this present world.  Lord, I’m happy I’m soon going 
home to heaven.   I’m about to depart.  I am now ready to 
be offered.”  Now ready?  He has been ready a long time, 
a long time... Paul said, “I die daily.  I die daily.”  Paul said, 
“For to me to live is Christ.”  He said, “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live…”

When I hear a Bible college student or Bible institute 
student quote that, it makes me feel bad—someone who 
has never lost a dollar for Jesus, someone who has never 
been fired, never been spit on, never had a door slammed 
in his face, nobody ever called him a nut or a fool, never lost 
his job, never lost a friend; and yet he says, “I am crucified 
with Christ!”  How dare you say that beside Paul the apostle!  
If you are going to quote “I am crucified with Christ,” then 
you get some of the beatings, the trouble, the persecutions, 
the hatred and slander, the marks in your body!  And you 
will have some of that if you are crucified with Christ.  And 
you will also act like a crucified person.  “I am crucified with 
Christ,” Paul said, and “Christ lives in me”....

Notice further what Paul said: “I have fought a good 
fight.”  You say you don’t believe in fighting.  I do.  “But 
doesn’t the Bible say to contend earnestly for the faith?”  Yes, 
but some say, “Don’t be contentious”?  That’s like saying, 
“Tell the truth, but be sure it’s a lie.”  That’s like, “Preach 
the Gospel, but preach a lot of heresy with it.”  Don’t twist 
words around; the Lord says to “contend.”  We should be 
contentious if that is contending for the faith.
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Continued on p. 6

Paul said, “I fought a good fight.”  Paul talked that way 
a good deal.  Back in First  Timothy he mentions it again 
and again.

“This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, accord-
ing to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou 
by them mightest war a good warfare” (I Timothy 1:18).  
Might war a good warfare? That is what Paul did all the time.

“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good 
profession before many witnesses” (I Timothy 6:12).  And he 
said, “Timothy, thou therefore endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ” (II Timothy 2:3).

I am sorry for you sissy-britches preachers, you nice 
little preachers who have to have a soft bed to sleep on.  I 
am sad for all you people who have to have the finest in food.  
Paul said, “Endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the 
affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen 
him to be a soldier” (II Timothy 2:3, 4).

He said, “Timothy, fight the good fight, and endure 
hardness like a soldier.”  That is how Paul preached all the 
time.  “I’m a fighter,” said he.  “I’ve fought a good fight.”  In 
First Corinthians 9, Paul said about this, “That is why I run 
this race.  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, 
not as one that beateth the air.”  Boy, sock him right on the 
snoot.  Come on now, Paul, right in the solar plexus.  Knock 
the daylights out of him.

Paul said, “That is the way I always fight.  I’m not play-
ing church at this business—I’m not fighting as uncertainly.”

You don’t think a preacher ought to fight?  Well, you 
and Paul differ.  And you are going to die a good deal dif-
ferently from the way Paul did.  When you think of going 
to Heaven, you won’t have the fun about it that Paul had, 
because Paul had fought a good fight, and he was glad to 
meet the One he had been fighting for, the One who chose 
him to be a soldier.

Said Paul, “I’ve fought a good fight.”  When that man 
Paul got converted, straightway over in Damascus he 
preached Christ.  Paul went up there to kill Christians, to 
arrest them, to drag them down to jail; but he got converted, 
so he began preaching.  There is this about Paul’s preaching:  
always if they did not get converted, somebody got mad, 
somebody raised Cain and started a riot, a revolution, or 
persecution.  Nobody stayed neutral around him.  He was 
a controversial figure all the time.  Some good friends let 
him down in a basket from the wall in Damascus; he got 
away with the soldiers grabbing at his shirttail.  They almost 
got him there!

At the next place he started preaching.  They there 
tried to kill him, down at Jerusalem.  He went to Lystra, and 
there some Jews stoned him and drug him out of the town 
like a dead horse; but God raised him up, and he went back 
again to preaching.  Then he went to Ephesus, and they got 
out yonder before the courts and began shouting, “Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians.”  They would have mobbed him 
here but for the disciples who kept him from rushing into 
the theatre.  “Why, you are hurting our business!”  So at 
Corinth they brought him down to the Bema, the judgment 
seat, and said, “He teaches us things that are not lawful for 
us Romans to observe,” and they wanted to try him there.

Everywhere Paul went he was a fighter, and he got in 
trouble.  God bless his memory!  Oh, for some preachers 
with guts and a backbone!  I’m glad I played college foot-
ball; glad I got my nose broken.  I’m glad I had a few rough 
knocks in college.  Thank God, I have gotten a few rough 
knocks as a preacher, too.

I am thinking about the time when the mayor of            
Plainview, Texas, after I preached so plain on the dance and 
named him and his tribe who had a dance at his house and 
brought a bunch of Baptist young people—when he took out 
his knife and threatened to cut me in two.  He didn’t, and 
I’m still in one piece.

Preachers, the right kind of preachers, are going to 
have a battle.  Paul fought a good fight.  If you don’t believe 
in fighting, then you are different from Paul.  Paul did.  His 
preaching had fight in it.

He started out on a missionary journey; “they being 
sent forth of the Holy Ghost, departed into Seleucia.”  And 
over across the Island, Sergius Paulus was the Deputy; 
and Paul started to get him saved.  Paul was always busy 
about getting somebody saved.  But Bar-jesus the sorcerer 
interrupted and tried to draw away the Deputy, Sergius 
Paulus, from being saved.  And Paul turned to him and said, 
“Thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, 
wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?”  
He said, “You’re going to be blind for a time.  People are 
going to lead you around by the hand till you learn some 
sense.”  (Read it in Acts 13:10, 11).  So the Lord struck him 
blind.  Paul ended up getting the fellow saved.  We need 
more preaching like that.

Paul learned that from Stephen.  That got the oxgoad 
sticking him, from which he couldn’t get away.  And Stephen 
on his dying day, with face like an angel, said “Ye stiffnecked 
and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist 
the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye.”  Then Paul 
started out to be that kind of a fighting preacher.  I don’t 
mean because he was cantankerous, but it came with a 
holy zeal and burden.  And nobody ever went on those 
foolish Crusades of the Middles Ages as enthusiastically 
and zealously as a man ought to go to win souls and preach 
the Gospel.  Nobody ought to be any more zealous than a 
Christian trying to keep people out of Hell.

Paul is a fighter.  So he says, “I’ve fought a good fight.”  
You don’t like that term?  Well, it is in the Bible.  Talk to Paul 
about it.  You may get in trouble with old Paul if you do, 
because he is not going to take it too lightly.  You challenge 
him on that.  But if you don’t like it, when you get to Heaven 
you talk to Paul about it.

Paul said, “I have fought a good fight.  I am not just 
beating the air.  I am not just running uncertainly.  I have 
finished my course, and have kept the faith.  I have fought 
a good fight.”

We ought to have good fighting.  Paul fought sin every-
where.  He plainly told people everywhere, “You are guilty 
of the blood of Jesus.”

He fought the compromisers, too.  In Galatians, chapter 
2, he was down at Antioch with Peter.  And Peter said, “Now 
listen, Paul, I’m the one who preached to the Gentiles first, 
but now the brethren up at Jerusalem don’t like that too 
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Sermon...from page 5

much.  They are coming down here now; so we won’t eat 
with the Gentile converts.  We’ll just pretend that they are 
not fit to be Christians.  We’ll eat only with the Jews for the 
time being, and when these others are gone…”

What was Paul’s response?  Paul stood up and re-
buked Peter openly, Peter who had already led Barnabas 
astray, and some others.  So Paul got up “and withstood him 
to the face, because he was to be blamed” (Galatians 2:11).

If Paul were here now, Paul would have said, “You 
Southern Baptists, you have no business having that fellow 
Buttrick, that dirty infidel, at New Orleans Seminary last 
June.  And any of you Southern Baptists who give a dime to 
support the Co-operative Program are compromisers, and 
you ought to be branded publicly, as I branded Peter.”  He 
actually would have rebuked them publicly and in print in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, if he were alive in this age.

You say, “I don’t like that”?  But the Lord likes it very 
well.  That is the way Paul did it.  And he was glad to meet 
Jesus.  And if you preached like that you would be enjoying 
looking forward to meeting Jesus.  And some of you are not 
nearly as anxious to meet Him.  Some of you are going to 
be awfully ashamed when you look in those piercing eyes 
of Jesus!

And you fig trees with no figs, you withered trees, 
you raging waves of the sea, you wells without water, you 
people who never stand up for Jesus—you are not going to 
enjoy facing Jesus Christ!  But Paul says, “I’m sure glad to 
see Jesus.  I’ve fought a good fight.”  Paul here gives the 
farewell of a warrior.

Old Paul was crucified, and he said, “Timothy, reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine.”  Re-
prove?  Rebuke?  Yes.  That’s good preaching.  You don’t 
believe in making anybody mad?  If you never make anybody 
mad, you will never make anybody very glad.  Preaching 
should sometimes dig and burn and cut, like old Paul couldn’t 
get away from the face of dying Stephen.  God said, “Paul, it 
is hard for you to kick against the pricks.”  When the oxgoad 
sticks the old oxen, he kicks.  You have a pole; you stick him 
again and he kicks.  Paul said, “I just can’t get away from 
that face.  That is the face of an angel.”  That was the face 
of Stephen when they stoned him to death.

That is the kind of preaching we ought to have.  It ought 
to keep people awake at night.  It ought to make Felix trem-
ble, as it did when Paul reasoned to him of righteousness and 
sin and judgment to come.  So Christians ought to tremble.

We need preaching in this country on conscience, on 
the sin question.  I’m so glad any time anybody preaches 
the Gospel.  But I don’t have much joy over any so-called 
revival that doesn’t bring a moral revolution and doesn’t 
change people’s ways, that doesn’t cause husbands and 
wives to go back together, and people to repay what they 
stole, and stop a lot of divorces.  If you don’t change the sin 
question, you haven’t got much preaching.  No, a preacher 
ought to be a conscience in this country.

You preachers listen to me.  All this wilderness, these 
30,000 young people down in lewdness and blasphemy 
at Fort Lauderdale over the Easter vacation; the mobs at 
Berkeley campus; the lewdness on your TV screens and in 

your movies; the necking and petting; the 65 percent of the 
girls 17 already pregnant before they are married, does not 
speak well for the preaching and preachers in this country—
Preachers, heed it!  Preach about it!

Why all this sin and worldliness?  Because of the kind 
of sissy-britches preachers who don’t have a conscience.  
Nobody stays awake at night.  You don’t turn anybody out 
of the church because of sin.  You don’t split any churches 
over infidelity and modernism.  You don’t make anybody 
mad.  You pat all members—good and bad—on the back.  
Nobody is throwing rocks at you.  Nobody is spitting at your 
kind of preaching.  You can’t save the world.  America is 
going to Hell with the kind of preaching that doesn’t make 
anybody mad, that doesn’t fight sin.  We ought to have the 
kind of preaching that fights sin.

Paul said, “I have fought a good fight.”  I think he told 
Jesus, “Jesus, You know it.”  I think Jesus said, “Yes, Paul, 
I’m so glad!  And when you get here, I’ll take you in my arms 
and hug you and pat you on the back.”

Paul said, “I have fought a good fight.”  Paul was 
against sin, and said so.  He was against modernism, and 
said so.  He was against false doctrines, and said so.  “I have 
fought a good fight.”  I like that.  Paul said to the people, 
“Those teachers who misled you over in Galatia, and taught 
you salvation by works, and said you ought to go back and 
keep the Mosaic law, I wish they were cut off; I wish they 
were dead.”

You said, “I don’t think a preacher ought to say that.”  
You tell that to Paul when you see him, and see if he chang-
es.  I doubt if he will.  We need more preachers like that, 
who preach against sin.

There was a little girl in my Dallas church years ago, 
a pretty young girl, a young teenager.  She got a job at the 
Texas theater selling popcorn out front.  It wasn’t very long 
until she thought these Hollywood harlots were nice folks, 
and she liked that kind of songs.  Her mother, heartbroken, 
talked to me.  Then I got to studying, and wrote that book, 
What’s Wrong With the Movies?

In Kentucky a young man read that book, and so 
stirred was he by it that he went over to Cincinnati, across 
the border in Ohio, in his home town, with all the sex and 
lewdness and crime, went to one of the picture show men 
and said, “This is wicked.  Why don’t you give it up?  Don’t 
show these dirty, filthy things.”

The manager said, “There’s money in it.  I can’t choose 
the films.  They send them to me from Hollywood.  I’m under 
contract.”

So the young man went to the City Council and tried 
to get them to act against it.

They said, “Everybody wants these films, so we will 
continue.”

He made appeals; he wrote letters to the newspapers; 
he talked to preachers; but couldn’t get anybody to do much 
about it.  So he took an axe, went up to a picture show 
house, went upstairs to the projection room, and chopped 
to pieces two projection machines worth $3,600 each.  He 
was put in jail for two years.  Every time I think about that, 
I say, “O God, I don’t  know if that is the way to do it, but I 
wish I were that good a Christian!”

Somebody ought to get some bumps for Jesus.  Some-
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body sure ought to get put in jail for Jesus.   Somebody 
ought to be hated because of his stand.  Carrie Nation in 
Kansas took a hatchet, and went to the bars and broke the 
mirrors, and smashed the bottles.  She cleaned the places 
out.  I don’t know whether that is the way to do it; but, oh, we 
need somebody to hate sin until he can’t be quiet about it.

Paul was a fighter against sin.
You say, “Amen” here, but you don’t take a stand back 

at home.  You don’t whip your children.  You don’t take a 
stand about dancing in the schools.

When I was pastor here in Dallas, years ago, my 
wife and I stood out here on the sidewalk by Adamson 
High School and gave out bulletins announcing that I was 
preaching on the dance sponsored by the PTA in this town.  
Police were brought out to get my wife and others off the 
high school grounds.  I spoke on it here in the tabernacle.  
That night we had 22 people saved when I preached on the 
dance.  And that sermon is still in print.

God knows, somebody ought to hate sin and fight it.  
Paul says, “I did.  I’m a fighter.”  He said, “I fought a good 
fight; I am not ashamed.”  I’m glad Paul had some scars to 
show for it.  “I fought the wild beasts at Ephesus.”  They say 
he fought there in the amphitheater.  I don’t know; maybe 
so.  Paul said, “I’ve got the marks in my body.”  Did some 
wild beast claw Paul before Paul got his sword in him, over 
there in the fight?  I don’t know.  Was it when he was beaten, 
and the marks of those long purple stripes down his back 
when he was beaten and stoned and left for dead?  I don’t 
know what it was, but Paul says, “I’ve got the marks in my 
body.”  I envy Paul.

Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., said his dad was in the Civil War.  
And he said one neighbor man got one leg shot off.  He 
said his dad was always envious of that one-legged man.  
He had something to show that he had been in the war.  He 
had a leg shot off.

When I get to heaven, I am going to have a talk with 
Stephen.  “Stephen, tell me how it was when you preached, 
and your face shined like an angel, when you told them 
plainly of the sins of the nation.  They came and gnashed 
on you with their teeth.  They grabbed you.  They ran you 
out of town.  They yanked off your clothes and you heard 
them shout, ‘Everybody get you a brick! Come on, get you a 
rock!’  And Saul said, ‘Here, boys, I’ll hold your coats; come 
on.’  Saul held their coats, and they pounded you, Stephen.  
Others hit you in the head.  Somebody cracked your ribs.  
Finally you fell, and kneeling down, your face was like an 
angel’s, and you said, ‘Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.’  
And about that time somebody hit you in the mouth with a 
rock, and somebody knocked you over.  Stephen, tell me 
about it!”

I am going to ask Paul, “Paul, when they stoned you, 
and dragged you out of town like a dead horse, and then 
when you were beaten with stripes so many times, and 
fought with the wild beasts at Ephesus, and were ship-
wrecked in the Mediterranean storm, and finally over yonder 
in that little dungeon till you had your head cut off—tell me 
about it.”

Latimer and Ridley were burned at the stake.  I want 
to talk to them, too.

And as I think about it, an awful thought strikes me.  O 

God, what if Paul says, “Now, John, show us your scars.”  
What if Stephen says, “Did they gnash on you with their 
teeth?  Did they hate you?  Beat you?  Try to kill you?”  
What will I say?  How terrible I will feel!  I don’t belong in 
this company.  It will be bad to get to Heaven and have no 
fellowship with martyrs.  Some sing, “We shall overcome.”  
You can start Freedom Marches if you want to, but you won’t 
be a first-class citizen in Heaven unless you get against sin 
and say so, and win souls.

And Paul said, “I fought a good fight!  I fought a good 
fight!”  O God, put some iron in somebody’s blood, to go 
home and start a good fight...  

The Lord Jesus said, “Woe to you, when all men speak 
well of you!” (Luke 6:26).  Oh, you nice preachers who speak 
at the Kiwanis Club and the Chamber of Commerce and 
high school commencement—you are hot stuff!  Everybody 
likes you.  You don’t make anybody mad.  Like one woman 
said, “Brother Rice, we have the dearest little preacher.  He 
never meddles with religion or politics either.”

That fits some of you sissy-britches with lace on your 
panties.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if you got to be an anointed 
prophet of God and went home and started a holy fight?  
And have somebody bop you in the head?  Have people 
hate you?  And some try to turn you out of the church?  and 
maybe they would succeed?  Wouldn’t that be a good thing?  
“Blessed are you, when men shall revile you and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for 
my sake” (Matthew 5:11).  The Lord Jesus said that.

Blessed!  In the Beatitudes in Matthew 5 there are a 
lot of “blesseds.”  “Blessed are the pure in heart.”  I used 
to think I would rather have that than anything.  But I got to 
studying.  “Blessed are the peacemakers:  for they shall be 
called the children of God.”  The Lord says, “I have one Boy, 
my Son Jesus, who is such a Peacemaker.”  So He said, “If 
you are peacemakers, I will call you sons of God, children 
of God, too.”  That is wonderful!

But I read on down.  In one Beatitude there are nine 
words; in some, ten words; in one, twelve; and in one Beat-
itude there are fifteen words.  But down at the climax where 
it is, “Blessed are they which are persecuted,” God takes 63 
words to tell how blessed are they.  Being a real Christian in 
the Beatitudes, you get persecuted for Jesus’ sake.

“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed 
are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven:  for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you.”—Matthew 5:10-12.

O God, give us some Pauls who will fight.  Paul said, “I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course.”  Here 
Paul says, “I have finished…I haven’t quit”....

Paul said, “I didn’t stop.  When old Simon Peter got 
up there and compromised, I just faced him openly and told 
him he ought to be ashamed; he couldn’t lead my buddy 
Barnabas wrong, and he ought not to do it, and I faced him 
with it, and I stayed on the track.”  Paul said, “I finished my 
course.”

Too many preachers retire.  Many preachers start out 
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Sermon...from page 7

to be evangelists, but the going is pretty hard.  The aver-
age life of an evangelist in America is about two years.  I 
have introduced literally scores of men who wanted to be 
evangelists.  Some have lasted a year; some not that long.  
They get out in the field.  Then, they don’t make as much 
money as they thought.  They find this traveling all night, 
and staying in motels and hotels, sleeping on trains and 
planes, is not as glamorous as they thought.  Then their 
wives say, “Look here.  I can’t raise these boys alone; you 
ought to stay at home and help me.”  And the mother-in-law 
says, “Look here.  You took my girl; now you ought to make 
a good living for her.”  So after a while, he feels the call back 
to the pastorate where it is easier.

Maybe it isn’t that.  Maybe it is something else.  Many 
people don’t finish what they started.  Paul said, “I have 
finished my course.  I went straight down the middle.”

In the Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago, I made God 
a vow.  After I won a drunken bum to the Lord in 1921, I 
said, “Lord, if you will let me, I’ll do this the rest of my life.  
Lord, I can’t preach like some people.  I don’t have the 
voice Dr. Truett has.  I fear I don’t have the dramatic instinct 
that makes great preachers.  But I promise You, Lord, I’ll 
preach it down the middle.  I won’t cut any corners; I won’t 
be bribed; I won’t be bluffed; I won’t be scared; I won’t be 
out-talked.  I will preach it clear.  Oh, God help me to stay 
straight on the track.”

Paul said, “I finished just like I started.  All right, Lord, 
you can cut my head off.  I have finished my course.”  Paul 
said, “I preached in Jerusalem and they ran me out of there; I 
nearly got killed there.  I preached at Antioch; then preached 
at Caesarea where I stayed in jail two years.  I preached to 
Agrippa and Felix, and the other kings and queens there.  
Then on the road to Rome, I stopped at Malta.  I preached 
over at Philippi and Thessalonica and Berea and down at 
Athens and at Corinth, then back to Miletus and Ephesus, 
and back to Jerusalem; then over here at Rome.”  Then Paul 
said, “And then I got out, and as I promised, I went back to 
Philippi, and went over to see Philemon; and went over to 
Spain and preached the Gospel.”  Now I guess Paul said, 
“Lord, I’ve hit every big spot in the Roman Empire; and I 
thank God that I’ve set the Roman Empire on fire.  I have 
finished my course.”

O God, raise up somebody else like Paul!  I made 
a vow to God in the Roseland YMCA on the south side of 
Chicago, years ago, while in a conference in the big Beth-
any Reformed Church.  I said, “Lord, if You will help me, I 
will bring back citywide campaigns in America.  I will, God 
helping me, if I die in it.”

And I set out.  I didn’t know I would soon be called 
to Buffalo, New York; to Cleveland; to Seattle; to Miami; to 
Winston-Salem and Durham and San Pedro, California; to 
Everett, Washington, in great citywide campaigns—and in 
Chicago.  But I was.  I made a vow.  I have had letters from 
13,000 people telling me, “I was saved through your literature 
in the English language.”  Oh, there are thousands of others 
in Japan and foreign countries—35 languages; but 13,000 
of them saved through books and pamphlets and sermons 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD.  O God, don’t let me stop!  

Don’t let me be tricked into settling down.
I want to be able to say, like Paul, “I’ve finished my 

course.  Go ahead and cut my head off.  Lord, I’ve preached 
to the last.  I’ve just hit the ball all the time.  I have finished 
my course.”

We need somebody who will stay on the job.  Just stay 
with it, popular or not popular; happy or not happy; whether 
you eat or whether you starve; you just go right ahead.

Paul said, “I have finished my course.”  Then Paul said, 
“I have kept the faith.”  There is a shout of triumph; here that 
is rather remarkable, unless you read between the lines and 
see it.  Paul said, “I didn’t budge on a thing.  Timothy, the 
time is coming when people will have itching ears.  They will 
listen to false teachers.  Not me; I’ve kept the faith.”

Paul wrote to the people of Philippi and said, “For unto 
you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on 
him, but also to suffer for his sake” (Philippians 1:29).  And 
he said, “We have been striving together for the faith of the 
gospel” (Philippians 1:27).

“The faith of the gospel.”  The faith is a set of doc-
trines, the essentials of Christianity.  What is the faith of the 
Gospel?  “It is the gospel by which you are saved.” Paul 
said.  “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures” (I Corinthians 15:3, 
4).  So the virgin birth, the deity, and the perfect life and the 
sinless atonement of Christ, and His bodily resurrection 
after he died for our sins, and His coming again is the Bible 
doctrine about Jesus.

Paul said, “I’ve kept it, I didn’t waver.  I’ve kept it, ev-
ery bit.”  Oh, Paul was jealous about the Gospel.  So over 
yonder at Galatia he wrote to them and said, “But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed” (Galatians 1:9).  The Greek word is “Anathema.”  
Paul was jealous about the Gospel, and I’m surprised that 
some of you people feel so complacent.

You say, “I give to the Co-operative Program, and there 
are a lot of good things in it.”  You don’t mind a little arsenic in 
it if you have a little sugar, do you?  You don’t mind sending 
a few people to Hell, if you get a few to Heaven, do you?  
You don’t mind if people spit on Jesus and the Bible, just 
so they support the program, do you?  Paul didn’t feel that 
way about it.  Paul had a holy jealousy.  He said, “I wish they 
were cut off.”  Paul said, “I have kept the faith.”

That is to “earnestly contend for the faith.”  That is in 
II John, where the Lord said that many will come and say 
that Jesus didn’t come in the flesh, no literal coming of God 
Almighty in human form.  And Paul said, “If anybody comes 
to you, and if he abides in the doctrine of Christ (the Bible 
doctrine about Christ), he is in the Father and the Son.”  But 
he said, “If anybody abides not in the doctrine of Christ (the 
Bible teaching about Christ), he hath not God.  He is not 
saved.”  He said, “Don’t you receive them in your house.  
Don’t you bid them Godspeed.”  Paul is talking about that 
faith.  Paul says, “I have kept the faith.”

If you don’t like my kind of preaching, O. K.  But will 
you grant me this, I’m for Jesus Christ and the Bible?  I 
challenge anybody, I dare anybody, to stand up against me 
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on that.  I’m for Jesus and the Bible.  “Well, you cause dis-
sension!”  Yes, I do.  I’m going to cause some more if I can.  
But, I’m standing up for Christ and the Bible.  “Well, you’re 
not tactful.”  I know I’m not tactful, but I try to be truthful.  I 
try to be true to Jesus.

And so Paul could say, “I have kept the faith.”  When 
Paul said one time, “I am the chief of sinners,” I have often 
wondered what he meant.  He said, “…Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  ...he 
knew some things about himself that you and I don’t know.  
He said, “God wouldn’t let me tell that wonderful thing.  I’ve 
got this thorn in the flesh to keep me straight, because I 
would be haughty if I didn’t.”  The Lord said, “I’ve got to keep 
you down, Paul.”  Paul knew something about himself.  That 
is why there is such a triumph here.

When he wrote Galatians he said, “If I or an angel 
from…”  Do you think Paul might sometime have gotten 
worldly-minded and modernistic and liberal, and not be 
true?  Yes, Paul was afraid of that.  And he said, “If I do, let 
the curse of God be on me, Anathema.”  And down at the 
close he said, “I didn’t sell out!  Thank God, I kept the faith.”

You, too, had better be watching about that.  That is 
why I can’t be buddies with an infidel.  I can’t have him on 
the platform with me.  I can’t call him a Christian.  I can’t 
say, “My brother.”  I can’t give him a dime.  Because I don’t 
want to get tainted with that dirty teaching of his against 
Christ and the Bible.

You had better not have friendship with him.  “Know 
ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?” 
(James 4:4).  “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them” (Ephesians 
5:11).  “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth 
in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1).

And Paul says, “I didn’t.  I made old Peter mad.  He 
thought I was too straight.  I made a lot of others mad.  There 
is Barnabas, my old buddy, he thought ‘Paul is too sharp 
on this…’”  But Paul says, “I have kept the faith.  Demas 
forsook me.  He loved the ways of the world.  He didn’t like 
this being in jail for Jesus.”  He said Barnabas took John 
Mark with him to Cypress.  He couldn’t stay with all this rock 
throwing.  “I’m going home to Mama.  I can’t put up with this.”  
And John Mark left Paul....

Paul said, “I kept the faith.”  And so Paul said, “Hence-
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.”  A 
crown.  Homecoming time.  Oh, to Paul, “to die is gain.”

One preacher has said, “If there wasn’t any God, 
if there wasn’t any hereafter, if there wasn’t any Heaven 
or Hell, I’m still glad I’m a Christian.  I’m getting all my 
pay now.”  But Paul couldn’t say that.  He said, “If there 
is no resurrection, I am of all men most miserable” (See 
I Corinthians 15:19).  Paul said, “I have lost everything, if 
there is no resurrection.  I’m here in jail.  I’m despised.  My 
friends have left me.  Winter is coming on, and I don’t have 
that cloak I left over at Troas.  I don’t have anybody here 
to comfort me; only Luke is with me.”  But Paul said, “I’m 
ready to go to Heaven.  That is the payday”....A crown for 
those that are true!

Everybody doesn’t like it.  You say, “I don’t see any 
reigning now.”  No, it is not time for crowns now but for 

crosses.  It is time to be crucified now.
Somebody said to me, “Brother Rice, why does Billy 

Graham run with infidels?  Don’t you think he knows better?  
Why do you think he runs with all that crowd?”  I said, “The 
same reason that you don’t like to be crucified; none of us 
do.  Everybody likes to be popular; everybody likes to be on 
top, inside looking out instead of outside looking in.”  Yes, 
that’s right.  But Paul said, “I’m outside, but one day I’m 
going to be inside.  I’m in the minority now, but I’m going to 
be in the majority one day.”  So he said, “I’ve got a crown 
waiting for me.”  Oh, just think of all those everywhere that 
Paul won.  He’s sure going to have a good time in Heaven.  
He is having it now....

One of these days, when I get up yonder, there will be 
a crown of righteousness waiting.  Jesus Christ has it ready.  
He is going to put it on those who suffer for Him, on those 
who fight a good fight, on those who finish the course, on 
those who keep the faith.  “A crown of righteousness,” Paul 
said.  Boy, I’m looking forward to that!

All right.  Why don’t you get outside instead of inside 
of the worldly crowd?  Why don’t you start a fight against sin 
and modernism?  Why don’t you ask God to let you suffer for 
Him?  Why not ask God to let you be like Paul, with some 
marks in your body?  Why not say, “I’m going to ask God 
if He wants to make it so that Hermogenes and Phygellus 
will turn against me, like they did against Paul”?  Why not 
say, “I’m going to ask God if He wants Demas to forsake 
me, like he did Paul”?

Somebody will if you are like you ought to be.   Wouldn’t 
it be good if we could get some New Testament Christianity 
around here? with some riots, some getting in jail, and 3,000 
or 4,000 saved at a time?  Wouldn’t it be good if we got some 
New Testament Christianity?  That goes with it.

If you are going to have the power, you are going 
to have to fight against sin.  So many of you preachers, 
you’ve been teaching Acts 5:42.  That’s good; “And daily in 
the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ.”  That’s good.  But remember the 
thousands won were by those who suffered for Jesus.

For 43 years we’ve had a Christmas Banquet.  Joseph Gonzalez, born 
and raised here, and his wife Bianca are enjoying roast turkey dinner 
with all the trimmings.
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PREACH STRONG IN THE POWER 
OF THE SPIRIT

by Pastor Steve Damron
There is a movement today to tickle the ears of the 

hearers.  In fact, I have read of preachers who are irate 
because certain men are “tearing” apart fundamentalism 
by the use of “criticism.”  

The interesting part of this is that the so-called “criti-
cizers” use the Word of God, and the others are unusually 
quiet when it comes to the Word of God.  The premise of 
the nay-sayers is that we are not reaching the world or that 
this type of criticism is not a good testimony to the world.  
Both of these arguments have no Biblical foundation and 
are  neo-evangelical arguments based on compromise with 
sin and the world. Let me give you a few examples in the 
Bible.  We will take an Old Testament example and then a 
New Testament example.  

I Kings 18:17-21,  “And it came to pass, when Ahab 
saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth 
Israel?   And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but 
thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the 
commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim.   
Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount 
Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, 
and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at 
Jezebel’s table.  So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, 
and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel.  
And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long 
halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow 
him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered 
him not a word.” 

In our first example we see a man of God unashamedly 
standing for the Lord, and he does not mince words.  He cuts 
straight to the heart of the problem.  We see that the king 
who caused all of the problems is putting the blame for all 
the trouble on the one man who is standing for right (sound 
familiar?).  Elijah does not back down, and we know how he 
ended up slaying the prophets of Baal.  He also criticized 

The men’s ensemble was one of many groups that the people enjoyed 
at our 11th Annual Christmas Music Night.  For one of the selections, 
over 200 musicians participated in singing O Holy Night.

the children of Israel and the false prophets.  In this text, 
you will see that he mocked them.  

The Bible is showing us that softness and compromise 
is not what is necessary to bring about true Biblical Christi-
anity.  Some folks claim to be standing for the Word of God 
but are so “sissified” that they would be appalled at having 
to lift a “sword” to slay the false prophets of this world.  We 
are seeing a lack of power in the pulpit today.  This lack of 
power is being replaced by entertainment and the latest 
technology to “woo” the crowds in—but it, too, shall pass.  
Over the course of a few years, the emptiness will return 
again because there will be a shallowness in the average 
member’s Christian walk.  We must once again turn to this 
God of Elijah and ask to obtain His power in our pulpits.  

Our second example is from Paul’s writings.  
I Corinthians 5:7, “Purge out therefore the old leaven, 

that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even 
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:” 

I Corinthians 5:11, “But now I have written unto you 
not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother 
be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.” 

II Thessalonians 3:6-15, “Now we command you, 
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye with-
draw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, 
and not after the tradition which he received of us.  For 
yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved 
not ourselves disorderly among you; Neither did we eat any 
man’s bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail 
night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you:  
Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an 
ensample unto you to follow us.  For even when we were 
with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not 
work, neither should he eat.   For we hear that there are 
some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, 
but are busybodies.   Now them that are such we command 
and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they 
work, and eat their own bread.   But ye, brethren, be not 
weary in well doing.  And if any man obey not our word by 
this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, 
that he may be ashamed.  Yet count him not as an enemy, 
but admonish him as a brother.” 

You can see by these passages that Paul did not hold 
back when it came to sin and the effects of that sin in the 
church.  Today, we are allowing immoral, apostate heathens 
to write the music that we sing in our churches.  We are 
letting the reprobates of the Hollywood world determine our 
dress standards, and, if a pastor has the audacity to speak 
up about it, that pastor is “unloving.”  I say that we have an 
apostate generation of preachers who love the world and 
love the god of this world.  

We need to not be soft with sin.  How has being soft 
with Al-qaeda turned out with our country?  Those who are 
familiar with the news know that we have accomplished 
nothing for over ten years in Iraq and Afghanistan.  All of 
the billions of dollars and precious lives have been sacri-
ficed for what?  Being soft on sin does not make it go away.  
Sin becomes stronger and will permeate our churches.  To 
quote Paul again, “Come out from among them and be ye 
separate.”  
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Caleb Smith’s father, Mike, heard of 
Fairhaven Baptist College through Pas-
tor Phil Clark of Vista, California.  Mike 
traveled from the West Coast to Indiana 
in order to prepare for the ministry, and 
he graduated from Fairhaven in 1994.  

After his father’s graduation, imme-
diately young Caleb became a missionary 
kid.  Their field of service was in Magadan 

MEET A FAIRHAVEN STUDENT

(near Siberia), in far eastern Russia.  While there, the Smith 
family learned what “cold” really meant, with temperatures 
reaching 40 degrees below zero.  They also saw people 
converted and two young people from this ministry went on 
to attend Bible college at Fairhaven.  

When the government forced them to leave this region 
of Russia due to religious intolerance, God directed Caleb’s 
father to Estonia, another former Soviet country.  From Es-
tonia, Caleb came to Fairhaven Baptist College, enrolling in 
the Secondary Education program.  While at school, Caleb 
met Cassandra Kuhn, who is from New York.  They will be 
married after graduation in May.  Together they look forward 
to serving in the ministries of a local church.

Caleb has learned, both from his father and at Fair-
haven, the “work” of the ministry. With Caleb, as with all of 
our students, our desire is not just to challenge them aca-
demically, but also to prepare them so as not to be surprised 
that the ministry is hard work.  We teach our students that 
there will be problems—sometimes “big” problems—but that 
through facing those difficulties and trusting God’s power, 
there can be great victories also.  Please pray for Caleb and 
Cassandra as they begin their lives and ministry together.

Leon Stahl and his family are farmers in the Kabwe area, and they 
were some of the first converts when the Independent Baptist Church 
was started.  Leon came for Preaching Conference a couple years ago 
and met Becca Gaus.   Becca was born and raised here at Fairhaven, 
and they now serve the Lord together in Zambia.

Bible.  Every decision in life must be made with the realiza-
tion that God is number one.  That should take care of sin 
and temptation.

Second should be to have a good marriage, to work 
at making this relationship the best it possibly can be.  If a 
man is wrong with his wife, he is wrong with God.  Don’t be 
satisfied to just survive together.

Then, if you have a Bible marriage, it is possible to 
raise godly children and even strive for good grandchildren 
while your children are young.  “Train up a child in the way 
he should go...” and when he is old he will rear up his chil-
dren right also.

Some of our 3rd-6th grade Sunday School children put on a simple 
Christmas program each year.  This has always been a good 
opportunity to see parents come out and some get saved on this 
special day.

Value of Time...from page 2

There are many other goals we should have, such as 
good health.  One hundred Christians who are in good health 
could give God five more years of service, totaling 500 years 
for them all.  It is sad to see Christians so decrepit at age 
65 that they can’t effectively serve their Master.

Won’t you set priorities and write them down?  You will 
waste much of your life if you don’t.  You have read that “all 
men are created equal,” but they are not.  A little baby born 
in an alley in Chicago is not equal in life with one born into 
a fine independent Baptist family.  A kid born in the midst of 
drugs and illicit sex is not equal in life to one with a Christian 
education, family devotions, and youth activities.

There is only one way that man is created equal, and 
that is, that we all have 24 hours in a day and someday we 
will have to give an account of sins, souls, and our time.  
If our time is spent right, everything else will be.  To plan 
your time is to plan life itself.  Your head will be crowned or 
uncrowned by what you do with your time.

We need a return to hard preaching in the power of the 
Spirit.  We need a return to a hatred of sin and a despising of 
the world from the pulpit.  Too many pulpits are a sounding 
block for the devil.  The devil does not have to fight some 
churches because the devil has his man behind the sacred 
desk.  Let’s fight again the good fight of faith and reject this 
day of compromise and softness. 



12

OUR SCHEDULE

SUNDAY SCHOOL .................. 9:45 a.m.
PREACHING SERVICE ........ 10:45 a.m.
EVENING SERVICE ................ 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY SERVICE ............ 7:00 p.m.

From Fairhaven’s Pulpit
We have enjoyed and been stirred by the preaching of 

our graduates and friends in the ministry, and we are thankful 
for men of God who have not compromised their standards.  
Saved and unsaved alike need to hear “thus saith the LORD,” 
and not be entertained and have their ears tickled.

Pray with us that God will raise up a new generation 
of soldiers of the cross.

“God’s Desire for His People”
“Whose Fault Is It?”
“God’s Claim On Your Life”
 — Pastor Archie Parrish

“How Are You Constructing Your Life?”
 — Pastor Steve Damron

“When God Calls Your Name”
 — Pastor Courtney Lewis

“The Tepid Teen”
 — Mr. Eric Ramos

“Making Known the Unknown God” (Christmas Banquet)
“Is the Seed Still In the Barn?”
“The Just Shall Live by Faith”
 — Pastor Tim Stowe

86 EAST OAK HILL ROAD
CHESTERTON, INDIANA 46304-1399

These sermons are available on CD for $3 each 
through our bookstore.  Some are also available through 
sermonaudio.com.

“Casting Your Care on Him”
“Joy”
 — Pastor Mike Howard

“A Winner Never Quits and a Quitter Never Wins”
(Father/Son Service)
 — Pastor Jonn Morrow
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