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This year we set a goal to contact 100,000 people, 
primarily knocking on doors or witnessing to friends.  We 
have gone over that goal already—in some way trying to 
reach each one for Christ.  In our day when “door knock-
ing” has been effectively dropped by most independent 
Baptists, we have seen many visit our church through 
these efforts, with most of them making a profession 
in Christ and still attending.  Some even enrolled their 
children in our academy this fall.

Many good men, even friends, scoff at our claim 
that we had dozens of men, women, and young people 
receive Christ and follow through in baptism this fall 
alone.  The fact they don’t seem to understand, though, 
is that our people prayed and worked extremely hard 
and brought out hundreds of visitors.  On our 43rd Anni-
versary alone the main floor of the auditorium was full of 
people we didn’t know.  It doesn’t take a great preacher 
but only one prayed up with a love for souls to see a 

good number walk the aisle.  Some may not have known 
what they were doing; however, we thoroughly train our 
counselors not to accept easy believism.

Our generation of independent Baptists will answer 
to God for just going through the motions when following 
God’s commands to go out into the highways and hedges 
and streets and lanes to bring them in.  The modern bus 
ministry is the best method in centuries to accomplish 
this, but most have discarded buses because “they are 
too expensive to run,” when in reality pastors don’t want 
to “press the issue” with their people.  What better way 
is there to reach, follow up, and disciple the people of 
your community?

Some people will say, “Oh, yes, Fairhaven can do 
that because they are large,” but our answer is that God 
has blessed because we knocked on doors from the 
beginning, with Pastor Voegtlin covering the towns of 
Chesterton and Porter the first year himself and the first 
bus route covering the town of Portage 41 years ago.  

Both the auditorium in the morning and the tent in the evening 
were filled to capacity on our Anniversary Sunday,   Hundreds 
of visitors came with dozens coming for salvation at the 
invitation.

The transition between Pastor Damron and Pastor Voegtlin has 
been seamless.  As a 41-year-old, Brother Damron is eager for 
more responsibility and as a 70-year old, Pastor Voegtlin wants 
to be all the help he can be as his assistant.

http://www.fairhavenbaptist.org
http://www.fairhavenbaptist.org
http://www.fairhavenbaptist.org
http://www.fairhavenbaptist.org
mailto:fundamentalist@fairhavenbaptist.org
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MEET A FAIRHAVEN STUDENT
As a very young girl, Priscilla’s 

father, Steve René attended Fairhaven 
Baptist College, majoring in Missions.  As 
a veteran of the First Gulf War, he battled 
serious health problems throughout his 
college days as a result of nerve agent 
poisoning.  Despite many physical trials 
and setbacks, he graduated in 1996 and 

soon was fulfilling his calling as a missionary to the country 
of Belarus.  

Priscilla spent twelve years as a “missionary kid” in 
Belarus.  Though all ministry work in Belarus was conducted 
under the threat of a very antagonistic and intrusive gov-
ernmental system, the Lord blessed the mission work.  She 
and her family, along with other graduates from Fairhaven, 
taught English classes, held vacation Bible schools and 
Bible clubs, and witnessed wherever possible.  One result of 
this persistent witness is a young lady named Karina Lavor.  
Priscilla met Karina when they were both eight years old.  
Karina was saved and grew in the Lord, eventually obtaining 
a student visa to attend Fairhaven Baptist College.  Karina 
will graduate from Fairhaven this spring and plans to return 
to her home country as a missionary.

Due to the deterioration of his health, Priscilla’s father 
was forced to return to the States recently; however, her 
older brother plans to return to Belarus as a missionary.  
Priscilla came to Fairhaven in the spring of 2011.  In addition 
to being active in the ministries of Fairhaven Baptist Church, 
Priscilla travels with the Fairhaven Baptist College ensemble, 
singing in some of the same churches that supported her 
father.  Certainly we rejoice with parents who see “the next 
generation” of servants raised up from their own homes.  
Please pray for the graduates and students of Fairhaven 
Baptist College in their service for God.

The mayor of Portage now is someone who was saved and 
grew up in our church.

Soulwinning is every Christian’s job.  Can you think 
of a more exciting thing than for one human being to bring 
another to Christ?  Ephesians 4:11-12 reads, “And he gave 
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.”  Pastors are here to train their people to, 
among other things, win others.  Pastors might be wonder-
ful soulwinners themselves; however, if they don’t train and 
challenge their people to do the same, they are failing at 
their job and will answer to God for the hundreds of people 
not reached by their people, either through church ministries 
or personally.

Of course, we must have God’s power to win souls.  
Acts 1:8 says “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you:  and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judæa, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  

Zechariah 4:6 tells us, “Then he answered and spake 
unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubba-
bel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 
the LORD of hosts.”  Some can outargue you or outreason 
you, but man cannot outreason the Holy Spirit.  God uses 
the Holy Spirit to convict the sinner.  Do you remember that 
conviction when you were saved?  God will speak through 
an invitation song or death or sorrow, but God will speak.  
Refuse to just go through the motions.  Get with God until He 
gets you ready.  We must have His power to do His work.

The Great Commission says, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.”  Isaiah tells us, 
“Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters . . .”  We are to 
sow in church, on visitation, on the job, to the old, to the 
young, to the Spanish—to everyone.

Remember, there is a devil who will make sure condi-
tions are never favorable.  Either you won’t be able to find 
the house, or they will not be home, or the phone will ring 
right in the middle of your presentation of the gospel.  He 
will fight you every inch of the way.  But be truly concerned 
that people are on their way to hell.  Whether it is your father, 
your neighbor, or someone with whom you work, Paul said 
in Acts 20:31, “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night 
and day with tears.”  

The result is that there is rejoicing in heaven—not over 
some new special insight or a great offering, but over one 
soul saved.  That is the only thing I know of that causes our 
forefathers to rejoice in the presence of the angels.

...from page 1

Sharon got the soft chair on Anniversary Sunday due to a broken 
pelvis from a horseriding accident.  We thank the Lord for the 
wonderful church He gave us to minister in, and we’re looking forward 
to many more years of service under Pastor Damron’s leadership.

For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.

     Luke 19:10
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A CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING
Pastor Steve Damron

In the first couple of verses of Acts 
chapter 6, the Bible says “And in those 
days, when the number of the disciples 
was multiplied, there arose a murmuring 
of the Grecians against the Hebrews, 
because their widows were neglected in 
the daily ministration.  Then the twelve 

called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, 
It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and 
serve tables.”  A meeting occurred to take care of some 
business in the church.  

Then Acts chapter 15, verse one says, “And certain 
men which came down from Judæa taught the brethren, 
and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of 
Moses, ye cannot be saved.”  The church was having some 
problems with people who were adding things to salvation, 
“When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissen-
sion and disputation with them, they determined that Paul 
and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to 
Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.  
And being brought on their way by the church, they passed 
through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of 
the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the breth-
ren.  And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were 
received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and 
they declared all things that God had done with them.”  Paul 
and Barnabas had some business meetings to talk about a 
wrong direction and to get the church in the right direction.  

We have come together as a church, and I thought 
it would be fitting on the first official service to get a right 
direction for us to head.  When all of us joined the church, 
we filled out a little form.  On the back of this form is the 
church covenant.  It says we engage the aid of the Holy 
Spirit to walk together in Christian love, to give preeminence 
over all institutions of human origin, to contribute faithfully, 
regularly.  We covenanted together as a church to believe 
a certain way.  All of us who are members have agreed to 
this covenant, but I thought it would be fitting at the start of 
our ministry to have our first business meeting.  You thought 
this would be a momentous service, and we are having one 
of those boring business meetings.  In fact, we’ve got an 
official business meeting coming up, but I was thinking that 
tonight would be just a little bit different.  

I want to propose three different motions tonight that 
will help us keep another 43 years of serving the Lord.  As I 
was thinking about another 43 years, I’m pretty sure that at 
some point during that time, I’m going to be out there with 
you or in the Jolly Sixties or on one of those handicapped 
minibuses.  So, how do we keep going in the same direction 
that God has brought us in these past 43 years?  

I have been reading and studying in the book of Acts, 
and God showed me three important motions that we can 
consider.  God was establishing the church in the book of 
Acts, and we know that at the day of Pentecost the church 
had an explosion.  A little later in the book of Acts, we see 
that deacons were appointed.  We see the sending out of 

missionaries, and on and on we could go.  I believe, then, 
that it would be good for us to take some advice from the 
churches in the book of Acts.

We can go to Acts chapter 13, to see our first mo-
tion.  Paul and Barnabas are preaching and verse 26 says,  
“Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and 
whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of 
this salvation sent.”  Paul continues on, and let’s go down 
to verse 37, “But he, whom God raised again, saw no cor-
ruption.  Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, 
that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins:”

Now, our first motion as a church, our first matter of 
business, is that we as a church will always lift up the 
Savior.  We will always keep Him prominent.  We will always 
keep Him at the forefront of our preaching.  Many people 
do not like Christ being prominent.  Acts chapter 4, verse 
one says, “And as they spake unto the people, the priests, 
and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came 
upon them, Being grieved that they taught the people, and 
preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.”  
Some of the people got mad that they were preaching 
Christ.  

Look in Acts 5:29, “Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.  
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew 
and hanged on a tree.  Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.  And we are his witnesses 
of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God 
hath given to them that obey him.”  Notice verse 33 says, 
“When they heard that, they were cut to the heart and they 
took counsel to slay them.”  

Lifting up Jesus Christ will not always keep us popular.  
It’s not always going to be something that people will say, 
“I love Fairhaven.”  You know why?  Because sometimes 
seeing Jesus lifted up on a cross is not very pretty, and it 
also means that when we lift up Jesus Christ, we’re looking 
to Him and Him alone for salvation.  We’re not looking to 
our works, we’re not looking to church attendance, we’re 
not looking to the good things that we do.  

A lot of churches have gone away from lifting up 
Jesus Christ.  As a church we need to say, we will always 
keep lifting up Christ.  If it becomes in vogue, then all of a 
sudden, everybody will come out saying, “Yeah, they lift up 
the Savior. That Fairhaven is a cool church to attend.”  But, 
we will not have changed anything because we always lift 
up Christ.  When it becomes out of vogue, and they say, 
“That’s kind of brutal, kind of hard.”  No, no, no.  We will 
keep to what Jesus wants us to do whether it is in fashion 
or not.  And what Jesus wants us to do as a church is to lift 
up the Savior.  

In Mark chapter 12 and Matthew chapter 21, Christ 
calls Himself the chief cornerstone.  As Americans, the cor-
nerstone in our minds is a stone that sits outside or even 
higher on a building and is engraved with a date or some 
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kind of stamp.  In America sometimes it’s lifted higher, but 
in Jewish times and old historical times the cornerstone was 
laid in the foundation.  It was a very important measuring 
point for the building.  The builders would go to a quarry and 
tediously chisel out one cornerstone.  They wanted every 
angle to be as right as possible.  That way the rest of the 
building could be laid correctly.  Why?  Because everything 
was based off the cornerstone.  

And in our church for 43 years, it has not been, “Lift 
up the pastor,” and I’m grateful for that position.  Because 
tonight, it’s not necessarily about me, it’s not necessarily 
about the preacher—it’s about God’s faithfulness for over 
43 years.  God is the One Who is faithful; and if we are faith-
ful in lifting up Christ, He will continue to bless our church.  
Christ is that Cornerstone, and everything else should be 
based off of Him.  

When it comes to salvation, we know that is true.  But 
it also is true in our practice. This is where many churches 
seem to fail.  Christ is the measure of our faith, but He also 
should be the measure of our practice.  What do I mean by 
that?  We look to Christ for our salvation and for our sanc-
tification.  That means being set apart unto righteousness.  
We should look to emulate Christ in our walk.  

Many churches today say that they are lifting up Christ, 
but they don’t seem to be doing that.  They say “We’re lift-
ing Him up,” and then they will have a rock concert or they 
don’t preach the whole counsel of God.  The whole counsel 
of God is also that we worship Him with our actions.  This 
means as born again Christians we are set apart from this 
world.  We live righteously.  Christ is the One Who said you 
cannot serve two masters.  He despised duplicity.  Most 
churches today are hypocritical. They’re unstable because 
they’re double-minded.  They say they want to lift up Christ 
while they cling to the world, and their actions deny what 
they are saying.  Both our actions and our words should be 
combined harmoniously in lifting up Christ, so we “move” 
tonight that we always will lift up Christ.

Secondly, turn to Acts chapter 2, starting in verse 14.  
Dwight L. Moody talked to a critic one time who was criticiz-
ing him about his ministry saying, “How dare you be out with 
the heathens, trying to win the lost?”  If you know anything 
about D.L. Moody, you realize that he loved to reach the lost.  
He answered this critic that some churches reminded him 
of a fireman “straightening pictures on the wall of a burning 
house.”  And that’s what many churches are doing—they’re 
straightening pictures when there is a blazing fire burning 
the house down, taking the lost into eternal damnation.  

Acts chapter 2, verse 14, “And Peter standing up with 
the eleven, lifting up his voice…..”  Many present day people 
are confused about the day of Pentecost.  They think that 
Peter was speaking in tongues.  Actually if you read the 
passage, everybody was hearing in their tongue.  He was 
speaking just in his Hebrew tongue, and everybody else 
was hearing—if someone was a Roman citizen, he was 
hearing his language, if some other nationality, they were 
hearing their language.  They couldn’t believe it, and they 
said, “Are those guys drunk?”  Peter said, “No, it’s the third 
hour of the day.”  

“But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 
And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will 

pour out of my Spirit…”  And then verse 32, “This Jesus hath 
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.  Therefore be-
ing by the right hand of God exalted, and having received 
of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed 
forth this which ye now see and hear.”  

Notice what they did at the end of verse 37, “Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?”  What does Peter say?  
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” We said in our first 
motion that we’re going to always lift up the Savior.  The 
second motion is that we are always going to reach out 
to the sinner.  

This morning at our church we reached out to sinners.  
Crying out to sinners should be one of our main purposes 
as a church—to cry out to them and say, “We have a Savior, 
and you’ve got to come to His feet and repent of your sins.”  
As a church we can’t get caught up in a theology that makes 
our church dead.  Some churches are no longer a witness, 
and they no longer see souls saved.  You might as well have 
their funeral.  Oh, they can sit and spout all kinds of theol-
ogy, and they may know some Hebrew.  They may know all 
kinds of things about the Word of God, but they start babbling 
when a sinner walks into the church.  They ask what they are 
doing there.  “Did this person get confused?  Did they get 
the wrong directions to some restaurant?”  Some churches 
are not used to having an unsaved person come to them to 
receive Christ.  What should we do?  We get them saved!  
We need to agree and we need to move that we will always 
reach out to sinners.  

We need to be aggressive as a church at reaching the 
lost.  We need to be actively involved at bringing sinners to 
Christ.  This means that we knock on doors.  This means we 
go house to house inviting people to church.  This means 
we go to nursing homes.  We go to prisons, and we go and 
we go and compel the lost to come in.  Sometimes they 
won’t come here, so we go to them.  We’re saying, “Jesus 
saves.”  That’s what He does—He saves.  We are criticized 
across the nation because we bring sinners to hear about 
Christ.  Let them criticize us.  As an independent church, 
their church can do whatever they want.  They can have a 
dead, cold, uncomfortable, dry, crusty sermon where people 
come in and fall asleep and sinners go to hell because going 
to their church they will never hear about Jesus.  They’re 
not going to hear about a Savior Who died to set them free.  
It’s a great message.  It’s a positive message.  We’ve got a 
positive message trying to bring people to Jesus Christ. 

As you read the Bible, this criticism of us does not 
line up with Christ.  I cannot find a place where Christ was 
not actively seeking the lost.  He was finding them in the 
streets; he was finding them in homes; he was finding them 
hanging out in trees.  He healed the demon-possessed, he 
cleansed the lepers, he brought the blind sight, and on and 
on we could go.  He even scolded the disciples who held 
back the little children, and said, “No, no, no.  Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me.”  I love walking down the hallway 
on a Sunday morning.  I love hearing the children sing Bible 
songs, quoting Bible verses, listening to a teacher give them 
the message of salvation.  My prayer is that our church will 
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never move away from reaching the lost with the message 
of salvation.  We have a Savior Who can save sinners.  

I read a story about a beggar who lived about a hun-
dred years ago.  He was living on the streets of a southern 
city, and he stopped a lawyer and asked him for a quarter.  
The lawyer took a long, hard look at the beggar and said, 
“Do I know you?”  The beggar looked up at him and said, 
“You should.  I’m your former classmate.  Remember sec-
ond floor, old main hall?”  They started telling a couple of 
stories of their former collegiate days.  The beggar’s name 
was Sam.  The lawyer at the end of their conversation said, 
“Sam it was so nice to see you again.”  The lawyer proceeded 
to take out his checkbook and wrote Sam a check for one 
hundred dollars.  He told him, “I’m not going to give you a 
quarter.  I don’t know what your problem is, maybe you’ve 
had a hard time.  But this $100 is yours and you take it and 
start over.”  

The lawyer had to hurry on, and tears welled up in 
the beggar’s eyes as he started heading toward the bank.  
He thought about the $100 when all he had asked for was 
a quarter.  He stopped at the door of the bank and looked 
through the glass and saw well-dressed tellers, a spotlessly 
clean interior.  Then he looked down at his rags.  He thought, 
“I stink and the bank won’t take this check from me.  They’ll 
say I forged it.”  He muttered as he turned away.  

The next day the lawyer saw the beggar again and 
said, “Sam, what did you do with my check?”  He hung his 
head, reached down, and pulled out the wrinkled check.  The 
lawyer said, “Sam, why didn’t you cash the check?”  Sam 
replied that he should have seen the bank, that there were 
all clean people in there, and that the bank wouldn’t have 
done anything for him. “You don’t understand,” the lawyer 
replied, “My name is on that check.  It’s not you who is go-
ing to answer for that check.   I already paid for it.  All you 
had to do was get in there and cash it, and that $100 was 
yours.”  And with that, he walked into the bank and cashed 
the checked for Sam.  

You see, Sam was in a similar situation to the sinners 
who walk into our church.  They walk in and don’t understand 
the abundant life that Christ has given us.  They may smell 
of alcohol, drugs, and cigarettes.  They may be immoral 
or just a regular old sinner.  In essence, they walk into our 
church and look shabby spiritually.  We have to tell sinners, 
“You don’t have to do anything.  It’s not how you look, it’s 
not up to you, it’s turning to Jesus Christ, the Savior.”  We 
always want to be reaching out to sinners.

Let’s review before our third motion this evening. We 
said we are always going to lift up the Savior; we are always 
going to reach out to sinners.  But then look at Acts chapter 
20.  This is where Paul calls the Ephesian elders together 
and talks to the leaders of the church.  “Wherefore I take 
you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all 
men.  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God.  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood.  For I know this, that after 
my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 

sparing the flock.  Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”  
And then look at verse 31, “Therefore watch, and remember, 
that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every 
one night and day with tears.”

Our last motion is that we as a church will always build 
up the saints.  We will always work to build up the saint.  
The church should lift up Jesus, it should bring sinners in, 
and then when sinners get saved, we don’t forget them.  As 
Paul says, we build up the saints.  How do we build up the 
saints?  I thought of three quick things.  How do I get built up 
spiritually and, as a church, how can we help you get built 
up spiritually?  I get built up by having a surrendered life.  I 
get built up by being Spirit-filled.  I get built up by working 
with a servant’s heart.  Those things will help us become 
what we should be as a church.  

As a saint, as somebody who is saved in our church, 
young or old, are you stagnant?  Are you dead?  Are you 
cold?  Now, my prayer is that as a church you won’t be 
able to blame us for your lack of maturity as a Christian.  It 
should not be that a member could say, “I was a member 
of that church for 55 years, and I haven’t done anything for 
Christ.”  Well, I hope you find another church.  I hope that 
by the time you say, “I haven’t lifted my little finger,” that we 
will tell you to find another church that wants members to 
do nothing.  We should want to do something in our church.  
Why?  As a fruitful church member, we should be growing 
as a Christian.  You know what happens as you grow?  You 
want to serve more, do more.  

People come by and say, “That’s unbelievable—you 
have work party.”  Most churches today drop the work and 
just have the party.  We’re not following those fashions.  We 
want you to come work and if you can’t do that, give.  We 
should want to be active in our church.  We have to build up 
the saints, and that means we work together, and sometimes 
it’s not real popular.  

I was reading a book this weekend that a pastor from 
the 1600s or 1700s wrote.  He used this passage take 
heed to yourselves, from right here in Acts chapter 20.  He 
said, “Woe to you as a preacher that will get up in the pulpit 
and say, ‘Thus saith the Lord,’ and in the pew you will not 
follow up.”  What he meant was that outside the pulpit, the 
preacher has to be willing to confront face to face.  Some 
will say, “I can’t believe that guy.  How bold of him to say 
that we should hold people accountable for what we say we 
believe and practice!”  

But woe to a church that will get up and set rules or 
standards, require that you live a certain way, work a cer-
tain way, speak a certain way as a church member but not 
follow through.  In essence, it is saying, “We don’t want to 
help you grow.”  As preaching staff, or as a pastor, if I see 
you going wrong or “haywire,” woe to me if I don’t say, “Stop 
that!”  We’ve got to build up the saints.  We’re not just going 
to let you go your own way.  We know where that ends.  It’s 
lonely, it’s empty, and it’s discouraging because the Bible 
teaches it will be.  We have to as a church say, “We’re go-
ing to listen to the whole counsel of God,” and the whole 
counsel of God needs to be preached.  

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was once asked how 
he managed a long and happy life.  He pointed to an apple 
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GRADUATES AROUND THE WORLD

James McDonald was raised by a farmer.  His dad 
farmed 160 acres of corn, alfalfa, and soybeans.  James, 
along with his two brothers, Daniel and Rob, baled a lot of 
hay and chopped loads of wood growing up.  Ray McDonald 
saw that his boys were educated from kindergarten up at 
Fairhaven Baptist Academy, where his wife Lois taught for 
many years.

Ray was a faithful member of Fairhaven Baptist Church 
for decades, and he passed on this trait to his boys.  As 
teens, the McDonald boys were active in church, receiv-

tree and said, “The secret of the apple tree is that it grows 
a little new wood every year.”  And he said, “That’s what I 
try to do.  No matter what age, I try to grow a little bit.  No 
matter what stage of life, I try to grow a little bit.” This is 
what we need to do.  

Most sitting here came because this is your church.  
We’ve covenanted together, we believe God, and I don’t 
think many of us have a problem with lifting up the Savior.  
Most of us don’t have a problem reaching out to the sinner, 
but sometimes you have a problem when we are trying to 
build up the saint.  It might get a little bit uncomfortable 
sometimes.  When we preach, whether it’s on the family or 
on some area of surrender, spiritually, I’ve got to say, “God, 
build me up.”  Don’t put up a wall.  Don’t say, “I’ve been here 
for so long.”  No.  Be young spiritually.  Ask God to revive that 
heart.  Keep it fresh.  That’s what we want as a church.  

What’s our challenge?  Old or young, child, teen, or 
adult, have you given up on one of our motions?  Lifting up 
Christ?  Reaching out to the sinner?  What did you do this 
past weekend?  Was it empty?  Was it hollow for you as a 
day?  I was thinking about this over the weekend as we were 
talking Saturday morning with the bus workers and telling 
them, “Make sure you’re praying.”  We like to have activity, 
but that is not the primary goal.  We have to plan this and 
plan that, but if we’re not spiritual, guess what we think we 
have to do?  We’ve got to have more activity.  Why?  As a 
carnal Christian, my spirituality is determined by how busy 
I am.  That’s what happened to our modern church move-
ment.  They’ve got to have more, and so now they’ve got 
to have a rock band.  It didn’t start that way.  It was just a 
little bit here and a little more world because the activity 
will never satisfy.  Just activity alone doesn’t satisfy.  Being 
spiritual satisfies.  We sing, Only Jesus Can Satisfy Your 
Soul.  Again, as we close, ask God if you are committed to 
our church in these three areas.  

ing a real burden for the lost through their work in the bus 
ministry.  After high school, all three brothers continued on 
to Fairhaven Baptist College and graduated, and each one 
is serving the Lord today in different local churches—Daniel 
in Indiana, Rob in Missouri, and James in Canada.  

James met his wife Sarah at college.  They graduated 
together in May 2009 and were married six months later.  The 
McDonalds have been on the staff of Bethel Baptist Church 
in London, Ontario, for a year and a half.  James works as 
the assistant to Sarah’s grandfather, Pastor Wilbert Unger, 
who started Bethel Baptist nearly thirty years ago.  James 
has many opportunities for preaching and evangelistic 
outreach.  He also helps in their church’s Christian school.  
Sarah is busy in many aspects of the church also, and their 
home has been blessed with two daughters:  Maria Kathleen 
and Victoria Rose.  

Ray McDonald passed away in 2010 after a lengthy 
battle with cancer, but certainly he rejoices from heaven 
today knowing his sons are serving the God he loves.

ENCOURAGEMENTS TO FAITH
by James William Kimball

I am the Lord, I change not;
Malachi 3:6

“Oh let me then at length be taught
What I am still so slow to learn:

That God is love, and changes not,
Nor knows the shadow of a turn.”

There are two or three points of the highest importance 
to your spiritual health and progress, which I wish to make 
clear to you.  The first is, that God’s interest in you, and care 
for you, are great beyond expression.  The evidences of this 
are manifold and irresistible.  Notice, 1.  The evidence found 
in your creation.  Consider the faculties He has bestowed 
upon you; their adaptation to your wants; the delight you 
have in their exercise.  2.  The evidence found in the wise 
adaptation of your circumstances to develop the highest, 
purest, noblest character.  This you can see but partially 
and gradually, as you advance.  In the main it must be seen 
retrospectively.  3.  The evidence found in the Bible.  There 
He tells you plainly of His love; and yet for the present it fails 
of its full effect upon you.  A remark made this morning at 
the prayer-meeting may shed some light upon the force of 
the Scripture testimony.  “A skeptic examined the evidence 
of the inspiration of the Scriptures.  He then took up the 
Bible itself, and after searching awhile, said to a friend, I am 
convinced:  for I find that the same Being made the Bible 
who made me; the book is evidently made for the man.”  
The more you study the book, the more convincing will be 
its evidence of Divine interest in and care for you.

To secure the full effect of these three evidences, you 
must live by faith, precisely as the farmer does, who, when 
he puts his seed into the ground, knows that he has to wait 
patiently for the seed to decay, and for the new life to ger-
minate and emerge from it.  In giving yourself up to God, 
and beginning to live spiritually, you die unto yourself that 

Continued on p. 11
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A Gospel-Driven Church
by Pastor Steve Damron

A recent guest speaker mentioned this phrase in 
his sermon—a gospel-driven church.  We have heard of 
all kinds of churches—purpose-driven, prosperity-driven, 
party-driven, pleasure-driven, and the list could go on—but 
I believe we should be a gospel-driven church.  Christ is the 
One Who gave us this commission.  What commission you 
ask?  The one found in the four gospels of the Bible.  

Mark 16:15-16, “And he said unto them, Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned.” 

Why do we use the term “commission”?  The word 
commission means an authoritative order, charge, or di-
rection.  Christ was giving us a clear authoritative order, 
charge, and direction to heed in our Christian walk and in 
our churches.  

We should be ashamed as a church if we are not ag-
gressively seeking the lost.  Many men, more learned in the 
languages than I am, try to belittle us “country-bumpkins” 
who are so simple as to think that a church should be winning 
souls in its outreaches and in its services.  Let us consider 
some passages in the Scriptures.

Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost.” 

This verse alone should be enough to reveal to us 
Christ’s heart in the area of seeking the lost.  Remember 
that in the context of this verse, Christ was sitting in the 
home of Zacchæus after leading him to understand his sin 
and need of repentance.  Christ gives us a pattern to help 
us see how we should be working at this commission.  We 
should be out working in the “fields.”  We should be in homes 
trying to bring people to a saving knowledge of Christ.  We 
should be actively pursuing the unsaved in the outreach of 
our churches.  

Luke 15:2-10, “And the Pharisees and scribes mur-
mured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with 
them. And he spake this parable unto them, saying, What 
man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of 
them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, 
and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he 
hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And 
when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and 
neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have 
found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise 
joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more 
than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no re-
pentance. Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if 
she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the 
house, and seek diligently till she find it? And when she hath 
found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, 
saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I 
had lost. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” 

There is no need to keep on listing Scriptures because 
most who read these articles have a fairly good knowledge of 
the Bible.  The Bible is full of instances of Christians seeking 
the lost.  We see this over and over in the book of Acts—they 

were actively working at converting the lost.  
We should work at discipling the new believer, too.  

We should fulfill all of the Great Commission, but some 
have forgotten the GO and have shut themselves into their 
churches, padlocked the doors, and said, “Let us get deeper 
into the Word.”  They have failed in God’s commandment.  
Biblically, those churches are heading away from a love for 
the Lord.  The Bible tells us that if we love Him, we will keep 
His commandments.  

Many have criticized our use of the bus ministry and 
even rewarding a child for coming to Sunday School with 
a treat of some kind.  No one has to do everything just like 
our ministry, but we should suffer the little children to come 
unto Him.  The bus ministry helps us accomplish this task.  
Crusty Presbyterians and stale Methodists do not like the 
idea of promotion or excitement in a Sunday School or 
church setting.  Just keep that dry, lifeless, intellectually-
driven church service.  It is NOT Spirit-filled but, rather, 
pleasing to the flesh.  Remember, Peter and John were 
unlearned and ignorant men, but people took note that they 
had been with Jesus.  

Some have even criticized us for bringing unsaved 
young people into our church to hear the Gospel on Sunday 
morning and letting them mingle with our young people.  
They suggest that this may be why Christian young people 
go to the devil.  Some of these same scorners bring unsaved 
young people into their own schools to mingle with their chil-
dren for over 40 hours a week.  When it comes to hypocrisy, 
the dollar can be mightier than the Gospel.

I want our church to be a Gospel-driven church.  I thank 
the visiting pastor who came and challenged our church 
this way.  Oh, pray that we would have a revival of Gospel 
preaching in the pulpits of America!  We do not promote 
new evangelicalism by lowering our standards, by bringing 
in rock music or contemporary worship, or by not declaring 
from the pulpit, “Thus saith the Lord.”  As churches, we need 
to ask God to renew our vision and align it with what Christ 
would have us to do—and that, I believe, is to seek and to 
save those who are lost.  

Our congregation surprised the Voegtlins with a new Audi A6.  Pastor 
Voegtlin will enjoy his drive much more now when preaching for the 
college.  He would never have bought a luxury car but now is forced 
to have one!



9

Old-Fashioned Day
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HOME-MAKING
by Rev. J. R. Miller, D. D.
(Originally published in 1882)

The Wedded Life
Part III

Into the inner sanctuary of this wedded life no third 
party should ever be admitted.  In its derivation the word 
home contains the idea of seclusion.  It shuts its inmates 
away from all the other life of the world about them.  I have 
read of a young wife who prepared one little room in her 
house into which none but she and her husband were ever 
to enter.  The incident is suggestive.  Even in the sanctuary 
of the home life there should be an inner holy of holies, open 
only to husband and wife, into which no other eye ever shall 
peer, in which no other voice ever shall be heard to speak.  
No stranger should ever intermeddle with this holy life; no 
confidential friend should ever hear confidences from this 
inner sanctuary.  No window or door should ever be opened 
into it, and no report should ever be carried out of what goes 
on within.  The blended life they twain are living should be 
between themselves and God only.

Another rule for wedded life is to watch against every 
small beginning of misunderstanding or alienation.  In the 
wreck of many a home there lingers still the memory of 
months or years of very tender wedded life.  The fatal es-
trangement that rent the home asunder and made scandal 
for the world began in a little difference which a wise, patient 
word might have composed.  But the word was not spoken 
– an unwise, impatient word was spoken instead – and the 
trivial breach remained unclose, and grew wider till two 
hearts that had been knit together as one were torn forever 
apart.  Rarely are estrangements the work of one day, or 
caused by one offence; they are growths.

 “It is the little rift within the lute 
 That by and by will make the music mute, 
 And, ever widening, slowly silence all–  
 The little rift within the lover’s lute: 
 Or little pitted speck in garnered fruit, 
 That, rotting inward, slowly moulders all.”

It is against the beginnings of alienations, therefore, 
that sacred watch must be kept.  Has a hasty word been 
spoken? Instantly recall it and ask for forgiveness.  Is there 
a misunderstanding? No matter whose the fault may be, do 
not allow it to remain one hour.  Is the home-life losing a little 
of its warmth? Ask not for the cause nor where the blame 
lies, but hasten to get back the old fervor at any cost.  Never 
allow a second word to be spoken in a quarrel.  Let not the 
sun go down upon any angry thought or feeling between 
two hearts that have been united as one.  Pride must have 
no place in wedded life.  There must never be any standing 
upon dignity, nor any nice calculation as to whose place it is 
to make the apology or to yield first to the other.  True love 
knows no such casualty; it seeks not its own; it delights in 
being foremost in forgiving and yielding.  There is no lesson 
that husbands and wives need more to learn than instantly 
and always to seek forgiveness of each other whenever they 

are conscious of having in any way caused pain or com-
mitted a wrong.  The pride that will never say, “I did wrong; 
forgive me,” is not ready for wedded life.

“Oh, we do all offend–  
          There’s not a day of wedded life, if we 
          Count at its close the little, bitter sum 
          Of thoughts, and words, and looks unkind and 
                froward–  
          Silence that chides and wounding of the eye–  
          But, prostrate at each other’s feet, we should 
          Each night forgiveness ask.”

A writer closes a book on home-life with this earnest 
word: “The great care should be so to live in the home that 
when it shall any way be lost there may be no accompanying 
sting of memory, harder to bear than any will of God.  A little 
constant thought, self-denial, fidelity, a true life each with 
each and each with God, will not only save all unavailing 
regret and ensure the purest peace under all experience, but 
make the thought of reunion and life again in the Home of 
God chief among incentives to his service.” The only way to 
ensure a memory without a pang when the separating hand 
has done its work is to make each hour of wedded life, as it 
comes, tender and true as two loving hearts can make it.

To crown all, the presence of Christ should be sought 
at the marriage festivity and his blessing on every day of 
wedded life.  A lady was printing on a blackboard a text for 
her little girl.  The text was: “Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners.” Just as she had finished it the child entered 
the room and began to spell out the words.  Presently she 
exclaimed, “Oh, mamma, you have left out Jesus!” True 
enough, she had left out the sacred name in transcribing the 
verse.  It is a sad omission when, in setting up their home, 
any husband and wife leave out Jesus.  No other omission 
they could possibly make would cause so great a want in 
the household.  Without his presence to bless the marriage, 
the congratulations and good wishes of friends will be only 
empty words.  Without his benediction on the wedded life day 
by day, even the fullest, richest tenderness of true affection 
will fail to give all that is needed to satisfy hungry hearts.  
Without the divine blessing, all the beauty, the gladness, 
the treasure, which earth can give to a home will not bring 
peace that may not any moment be broken.

Surely too much is involved, too great responsibility, too 
many and too precious interests, to venture upon wedded 
life without Christ.  The lessons are too hard to learn to be 
attempted without a divine Teacher.  The burdens are too 
heavy to be borne without a mighty Helper.  The perils of the 
way are too many to be passed through without an unerring 
Guide.  The duties are too delicate, and the consequences 
of failure in them are too far reaching and too terrible, to be 
taken up without wisdom and help from above.

The prayer of the Breton mariner as he puts out on 
the waves is a fit prayer for every wedded life as its bark is 
launched: “Keep me, O God, for my boat is so small and 
the ocean is so wide.”
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you may live unto God.  Abandoning your own resources, 
you begin to draw on God’s resources.  God is full of love to 
you; full of the kindest designs in your behalf; but, in order to 
do you the good He would, He must have your confidence; 
that is indispensable.  I think this can be made very clear 
by the help of an illustration.  You go to—School , we will 
suppose, for an education, at an early age; before you have 
much idea of the course of study desirable to be pursued.  
Your teacher says, I wish you to do this, and that.  Now sup-
pose you were to take the ground of doing nothing—noth-
ing heartily, at any rate—but  what you before-hand saw to 
be useful; what would be the result?  Why, that you would 
obtain comparatively little education from your teacher.  On 
the other hand, suppose you go simply as a learner.  You 
find a teacher worthy of all confidence, and you give all 
confidence.  You place yourself completely in his hands.  
You accept, with a loving and trustful heart, the directions 
given to you.  What then?  Evidently you are placed in cir-
cumstances favourable to your making the most of every 
facility offered; you receive what he has to communicate; 
you obtain your education.

Just so with God.  Surrender yourself and all that 
belongs to you entirely to Him.  Study your faculties, your 
circumstances, and your Bible, with implicit faith in God that 
His good will to you is manifested in each of these, and is 
sure to be revealed to you progressively, if you persevere 
in the study of them.  And the result will be, as in any good 
school in which the teacher has possessed your entire con-
fidence, and was worthy of it, that you will learn the reality 
of your Father’s interest and care.  

The trouble with you in your religious development 
has been just what you see in some scholars who have 
gone about from school to school, never giving their confi-
dence, never actually putting themselves into the hands of 
any teacher, to be moulded to any wise pattern; but ever 
complaining because education and good sense, and all the 
rest, had not been speedily poured into them.  “My God shall 
supply all your need” (Phil iv.19), if you will but trust Him, and 
hold fast to Him.  And this, as you see, is not an arbitrary 
condition.  It belongs inseparably to the very education and 
guidance to be secured.  

Thus, for example, He says, “Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he 
trusteth in Thee” (Is. xxvi. 3.).  And immediately He adds, 
“Trust ye in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is 
everlasting strength.”  He puts the ground of confidence 
before you to inspire your confidence, because without this 
confidence nothing can be done for you.  But you are ready 
to exclaim, How can I thus trust?  You cannot of yourself, for 
faith is the gift of God.  But you can ask for this gift; and He 
is not only willing, He is exceedingly desirous to give, just 
as soon as you can be brought to receive.  

All observation shows that the development of the 
capacity to receive is a work of time.  Here is a man who 
has urgent need of a large vessel to hold water.  The potter 
hastily forms and shapes the desired vessel; but it must be 
baked and glazed before it can hold water.  It is useless to 
force water into it before these processes are completed.  

And here the ignorance and unreasonableness of young 
converts is revealed.  They refuse to believe that God’s love, 
and His willingness to bless them, are all that He alleges 
them to be, because He does not confer upon them, at their 
first request, all the capacities of the Christian character, all 
the graces of Christian life, as He created light, at a word: 
“Let there be light; and there was light.”  

Now I may suppose you have been praying to God to 
increase your faith, your joy, patience, and spiritual strength.  
Well, what is the natural and rational law for the increase 
of anything?  How does a man increase bodily strength?  
Evidently, by the use of his muscles.  Let him build a stone 
wall, or dig a trench.  It is hard work; but it will increase his 
strength.  How is a mother’s love increased?  By the de-
mands made upon it.  

So, as you are not inclined to place yourself in circum-
stances to constrain you to call earnestly upon God, He 
places you in such circumstances.  You call, and He delivers 
you.  This increases your faith and joy.  He first keeps you 
waiting; and in so doing develops patience and strength.  
Thus graces are conferred, capacities are enlarged, char-
acter is trained, education is advanced.  All this is going on 
in you, and has been going on from the beginning of your 
turning to the Lord.

You will be saying, If I could only see all this, then it 
would be easy to bear up under the protracted process, and 
hold on.  Yes, but if you were to bear up and hold on only 
because you saw the whole developing of the process, that 
would be walking by sight rather than by faith.  But now, if, 
relying upon God’s assurance, you govern yourself by it, that 
is living by faith.  Ample support to faith, ample assurance 
is given by God in the evidences to which I have referred.  
Then, “have faith in God.”  Without faith it is impossible to 
please Him.  Indeed, without faith it would be impossible to 
please you.  What would you give for the friendship of one 
who gave you everything except trust?  Read Hebrews xi. 
6, and believe that God will certainly reward your diligent 
endeavours to please Him by the exercise of faith.

But in spite of the threefold evidence of God’s inter-
est and care, you strongly feel that you are unworthy of 
them.  Your iniquity and imperfection place you, you think 
,beyond the pale of His love.  Whatever faith you exercise, 
sin comes between you and God.  Well, admit that “your 
sin is a dreadful reality.”  Admit that you are “the least of all 
saints, and the chief of sinners;” what then?  Why then, if 
you will renounce utterly all pretence of any goodness to 
recommend you, and be content and glad to receive what 
God has to give, as to a very pauper, without a shadow of 
a claim, you are, of all the creatures He has ever made, the 
most fitting object of His mercy.  Do you not remember what 
Paul said of himself? that he thought God had selected him 
on purpose to illustrate this great fact, so that none coming 
after him would be able to doubt the grace of God for the 
chief of sinners.

Encouragements...from page 7

“...Yea, I have loved thee with an  
everlasting love...”

                                               Jeremiah 31:3
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OUR SCHEDULE

SUNDAY SCHOOL .................. 9:45 a.m.
PREACHING SERVICE ........ 10:45 a.m.
EVENING SERVICE ................ 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY SERVICE ............ 7:00 p.m.

From Fairhaven’s Pulpit
Isaiah 55:10-11 “For as the rain cometh down, and the 

snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth 
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give 
seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it.”

The Word of God is faithfully preached by men of God 
throughout the year in our church services and chapels.  
God has promised that it will not return unto Him “void.”  
We are thankful for this and trust Him to accomplish what 
is needed in our hearts.

“Beware” (College Graduation Service)
 — Dr. Randy Starr

“Reaching Our Loved Ones for Christ”
 — Dr. Rodger Bottrell

“Faith, Fruit, and the Fig Tree”
 — Pastor Dave Mallinak

“To Be More Like Christ”
 — Pastor Mitch Bickford

86 EAST OAK HILL ROAD
CHESTERTON, INDIANA 46304-1399

These sermons are available on CD for $3 each 
through our bookstore.  Some are also available through 
sermonaudio.com.

                       To Unsubscribe:
email...fundamentalist@fairhavenbaptist.org
website...church.fairhavenbaptist.org
call...1-800-see-fhbc
mail...86 east oak hill road, chesterton, in 46304 

“Do You Have a Mirror?”
“The Ministry of Preparation”
 — Pastor Ron Royalty

“Advice from David”
 — Pastor Joel Royalty

“Hell”
 — Dr. Roger Voegtlin

“Ebenezer”
 — Pastor Bill Hardecker

“A Church Business Meeting”
 — Pastor Steve Damron

mailto:fundamentalist@fairhavenbaptist.org
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