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This has been a busy and wonderful fall for us.  
We had a small growth in the college enrollment, and 
it seems as though the student body is a good group 
of young people.  Dave Mallinak, a 1993 graduate 

of Fairhaven Baptist College, preached the opening 
week in chapel as well as our annual Stewardship 
Banquet.  August is our Stewardship month.  I preach 
on giving and ask the people to pray about what God 
would have them do financially for the next year.  He 
has blessed us financially, especially the last 15 years.  
Our church members have almost full employment 
and are good stewards.

Even though the news media has been attack-
ing us for about a year, God has been very good to 
our church.  Attendance is strong with growth in the 
group of twenty- to forty-year-olds.  The more we 
are lied about, the stronger our people become.  I 
hate the internet, and we have been attacked there 
in an unbelievable way; yet good people seem to be 
discerning and not affected by it.  Of course, our bus 

ministry was affected the most since the majority of the 
children’s parents are not saved yet; however, we aver-
aged 1,827 on the buses during our fall campaign.

Sunday, October 7, we had “I Love America” Day, 
and Dr. John Stormer preached.  I was first made aware 
of him by reading None Dare Call It Treason in the late 
1960’s.  He was used of God to wake up people to the 
need of true conservatism with this best-selling book.  

Later he was saved and became a Baptist pastor in Mis-
souri.  Brother Stormer is always a blessing.  Senator-elect 
Richard Mourdock was among dozens of dignitaries who 
were in attendance.  I’m sure you are praying, as I am, at 
this critical juncture in our nation’s history.

Before Dr. Stormer preached, Senator-elect Richard Mourdock 
greeted our people and spoke of the need for faith in God  and also 
his reliance on the prayers of Christians for him and his wife, Marilyn.  

mailto:fundamentalist@fairhavenbaptist.org


2

Pastor’s article...from page 1 Meet a Fairhaven Student
Stephen Muldrow grew up near 

Houston, Texas, in a family of ten chil-
dren.  He was saved at the age of six 
and raised in a Christian home.  After 
graduating from high school in 2009, 
the prestigious University of Chicago 
accepted him into their political science 
studies. 

While in Chicago, Stephen attended 
nearby Cornerstone Baptist Church, pastored by Fairhaven 
Baptist College graduate Courtney Lewis.  He found that 
although Cornerstone was a young church, God’s Word was 
preached clearly and consistently.  Stephen accompanied 
Pastor Lewis on a brief visit to Fairhaven Baptist College, 
and the memory of that visit stuck with him.  About this time, 
Stephen felt led by the Lord away from a career in political 
science and toward foreign missions.  

After his time in Chicago, he traveled to southern 
Mexico on a missions trip, and his decision to change edu-
cational directions was finalized.  In abbreviated time, Ste-
phen completed his bachelor’s degree and followed God’s 
direction to “that Bible college I visited when in Chicago” 
— Fairhaven.  Stephen enrolled in the newly formed Master 
of Divinity Program.  

Stephen is in his final year of college.  He wants to 
add to his secular degree a thoroughly Biblical foundation 
for future work in foreign missions. As a student, he is tak-
ing an accelerated course load.  He sings with the traveling 
college ensemble, a responsibility that has taken him to 
numerous states, from Alaska to Maine.  He works in the 
bus and junior church ministries alongside Fairhaven Baptist 
Church members.  

Stephen is unsure exactly where the Lord would have 
him to serve.  He simply wants to be as prepared as possible 
when the Lord directs.  Please pray for Stephen and numer-
ous others like him as they prepare for God’s work.

—Dr. Roger Voegtlin

I am in the last year of my 43 years of pastoring 
Fairhaven Baptist Church, and I am excited about its future.  
Retirement is not in God’s Word; however, I will soon be 70 
years old and am slowing down.  The last thing I want to do 
is drag the church down with me; so I have been planning 
to step aside for years.

People ask what my title will be, and my answer is As-
sistant Pastor.  Pastor Steve Damron has been voted in as 
our future leader, and I look forward to just being a help to 
him.  I’ll continue to teach in the college and help the church 
and schools move along smoothly.  Much of what I do now 
will continue, such as working with the missionaries who 
are sent out by Fairhaven Baptist Church and preaching 
out for the college.

The new siding of the men’s dormitory is now complete and, in 
addition, a beautiful fountain is a part of our lake scenery.  Work 
is being finished on many different areas of our complex as we 
continue to update and add to our facilities. WHAT IS IT YOU WANT TO MAKE?

“I don’t believe my son will have time to take a four-year 
course,” said a father to James A. Garfield, then president of 
Hiram (Ohio) College.  “Could you provide a shorter course?” 
he asked.  Garfield replied, “Why, yes, I think we can, but it 
all depends upon what you want to make of him.  When God 
wants to make an oak, He takes hundreds of years.  When 
He wants to make a squash, He takes only three months.” 
Young people, here is a piece of good advice—do not be 
in a hurry to get a cheap education (or a cheap anything 
else for that matter).  Strive for the best, especially when it 
comes to spiritual things.  God is trying to make something 
worthwhile and useful out of you, and it will take a lifetime 
of dedication, work, and perseverance.  The path of least 
resistance is all downhill.  The easy way usually turns out 
to be the hard way in the end.  The hymnwriter put it this 
way:  “Give of your best to the Master, give of the strength 
of your youth…”     –Copied.  
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iT TakeS a noBoDy
Dr. Roger Voegtlin

Turn in your Bible to I Corinthians, 
chapter one.  This is a practical message 
with several illustrations, many of them 
Bible illustrations; and when we read the 
Scriptures, I hope that you’ll look at them 
closely and apply them.  I hope you’ll find 
that, even though this message is practi-
cal, it’s very Biblical and it’s a message 
we need.  Some find it hard to believe that 

God could bless them, and others can’t be humble when 
God does bless them.  They can’t help but believe that it’s 
their doing.  I Corinthians chapter one, verse 25.  “Because 
the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weak-
ness of God is stronger than men.  For ye see your calling, 
brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called…”  

For some people, the Scripture seems hard to un-
derstand.  I’m not saying I understand everything about 
Revelation, and I’m not saying I know everything about the 
history of the Old Testament; but when it comes to salvation 
and living, the Bible is easy to understand.  You don’t have 
to be a theologian to understand verse 26.  “For ye see 
your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after 
the flesh…are called...”  

We like to look at people.  I’ve heard people say, “This 
pastor is so brilliant, he could be a senator.”  “…not many 
wise men after the flesh…”  We put preeminence on the 
flesh, even though we say we don’t believe it, but, “…not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called:…”  Not many great 
men are called to serve God.  “But God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty;  And base things of the world, and 
things which are despised…”  Do you ever get tired of be-
ing hated in this town? “… and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring 
to nought things that are:  That no flesh should glory in his 
presence.”  

You have a good day on the bus, and you want to brag 
about it.  “…no flesh…”  You start glorying and God is going 
to make a fool out of you.  “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption.  That, according as it 
is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.  And I, 
brethren, when I came to you…” (this is the Apostle Paul)  
“…came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declar-
ing unto you the testimony of God.”  

Some pastors want to build empires and people say, 
“Wow, what a preacher!  What a presence!”  Pastors have 
come here who know your name better than I do, and they 
say, “Hi, Joe.  How’s your grandmother’s toenail?”  And I 
don’t even know if Joe has a grandmother.  Some people 
have such personality, but the Apostle Paul says, “For I 
determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.  And I was with you in weakness, 
and in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my 

preaching was not with enticing words…”  
We used to get the most well-known preachers to 

come for our conference, but in the long run not much was 
accomplished.  I finally really looked at the Bible, and I 
thought, “More than anything, I want godly people.”  Does 
Pastor Unger have a great big church?  No, but I believe 
he’s godly.  I believe that before he gets up here, he prays 
and prays, and then has something to give us.  “And my 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power:  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God.”  

In II Corinthians 12:9-10, Paul is speaking again, “And 
he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.  Most gladly therefore 
will I rather glory in mine infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”  

The Apostle Paul, I believe, was brilliant.  There is no 
doubt, through his testimony, that he was highly educated; 
but he didn’t want to depend on that.  I’m not against people 
being highly educated, but the problem is that most depend 
on it if they are.  There are a lot of Christians and there are 
a lot of independent fundamental Baptists who have a lot of 
degrees but who are not used of God.  I’m all for degrees if 
you look at them in the proper way.  I’m all for brilliance, if 
the person can keep the brilliance under, but very few people 
can.  Again, “…for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 

The Lord’s ways are not our ways.  The Bible says 
as high as the heavens are above, God’s ways are above 
ours.  “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death.”  We have to 
remember that we are fallen, sinful creatures and that we 
will not come to the right answer naturally.  For instance, if 
someone were looking for a pastor, they would look for a 
man entirely different than what Paul described here.  And 
remember, this was written under the inspiration of God, it 
was written of the Holy Spirit.  We read that the weak things 
will confound the mighty, and the foolish things will confound 
the wise.  The things that are nothing will bring to naught 
the things that are.  

Apply that to this institution.   If someone were looking 
for a pastor for this place, the natural, fundamental, inde-
pendent Baptist and the pulpit committee would interview 
people, and they would want to make sure the man was 
kind of political, that he would get along with the community.  
Because we have a college and a Christian school, they 
would probably say, “He should have a doctor’s degree.  He’s 
going to lead the college.  Maybe he should have a PhD,” 
and the idea of the teens liking the pastor would always be 
brought up. 

But look at the one God chose—a guy who really can’t 
keep his mouth shut, a guy who even fundamentalists think 
is a “bullhead.”   Educationally, your pastor failed first and 
third grades because of fighting—not just fighting once or 
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twice but fighting dozens of times a year.  He’s a guy who 
doesn’t like to study, a guy who hated school, and someone 
who tells the teens, “Get a haircut, or get a purse.”  Not our 
teens, of course, but teens in general want to burn our place 
down.  It takes a nobody for God to be able to do something 
with, and he’d better know he’s a nobody.  It takes many 
years to learn, and many never learn, that if a person is 
going to be exalted, he has to humble himself.  If a man 
wants to be abased, let him lift himself up.  Let him make 
himself proud, and God will throw him down.  God says the 
way up is down.  God says to be something, you have to 
first become nothing.  

I just love to read biographies and autobiographies.  
I want to learn about these men, and one thing I’ve found 
is that there have been brilliant men in our history—people 
like Jonathan Edwards, highly educated and greatly used 
of God.  But for every highly educated person, there is a 
Spurgeon.  “Oh,” you say, “he was educated.”  He was self 
educated.  I’m talking about formal education.  He started 
preaching at 18.  Bob Jones, Sr., started preaching at 15.  He 
didn’t have any formal education. D. L. Moody was always 
criticized, as I get criticized, for his poor English.  He didn’t 
have any formal education.  Hudson Taylor, the founder of 
the China Inland Mission, one of the great missionaries of 
all time said, “When God was ready to evangelize China, He 
looked around to find somebody who was nothing enough, 
who was weak enough that He would get the glory for what 
was going to be accomplished.”  

Now, please don’t let this message encourage one of 
you college students or high school students to quit school.  
You can graduate from college.  Young people today don’t 
have much education.  People graduated from high school 
in the past knowing several languages.  Today, people can 
graduate from high school and graduate from college, and 
not know much.  I’m not against education.  My son has 
an earned doctor’s degree, and I encouraged him to do it.  
I’m not against education, but the point is that God must 
get the glory.  Until you become nothing, you’ll never be 
anything for God.  Sometimes we say, “Wow, this guy is a 
great orator,” or “Wow, this guy is so highly educated.”  We 
think God needs that.  

Moses was a “somebody.”  He was raised in Pharaoh’s 
palace.  Some think that he was heir to the crown.  He was 
well educated, I’m sure.  He thought he was something, to 
the place where he killed an Egyptian.  So God had to make 
a “nothing” out of him in order to use him.  After he killed 
the Egyptian, we know he ran out behind a mountain and 
kept his father-in-law’s flock.   For forty years he was in the 
desert, nobody hearing about him, nobody knowing who 
he was, and God teaching him that he was a “nobody.”  He 
didn’t even have a flock of his own.  Then God spoke out 
of a burning bush to Moses and said, “I want you to deliver 
my people from captivity.”  

I would guess that Moses was tremendously qualified 
to be a great leader because he was raised in Pharaoh’s 
palace as his adopted son, but God had to take him to the 
place where he knew he was nothing.  Then He said, “Now, 
Moses, I want you to lead my people out of captivity.”  And 
what did Moses say?  “I can’t.  I can’t.”  Seven times Moses 
said, “I can’t.”  And God said, “Now I can use you.”  That’s 

the point I want to make.  “Now that you’re a nobody, I can 
make a somebody out of you.”  

Jacob’s name means “schemer” or “trickery.”  He was 
a “wise guy.”  He thought he could get by with anything—he 
was slick.  He tricked his brother out of his birthright.  He 
went to live with his father-in-law, produced the finest cattle, 
and took off with them.  He got rich, and his father-in-law 
got mad at him; but when Esau was coming for him, he was 
afraid he was going to die.  He wrestled with God until he 
was “gimpy” the rest of his life—scared to death, limping 
along, running for his life, weak and helpless, realizing he 
was a nobody.  Then God made a somebody out of him.  
Do you think you’re “somebody”?  You’re never going to be 
used.  You’re never going to be used.  

Paul was very educated, tutored by Gamaliel.  He 
said in Corinth, “You are speaking in tongues or different 
languages, but I know more languages than all of you put 
together.”  They were showing off a little in church.  He said, 
“I can speak in all these languages, but I’m going to speak 
in words that can be understood so people can be helped.”  
Again, Paul was a very educated man, but he had to be 
blinded.  “Isn’t it hard to kick against the pricks, Paul?”  He 
was humbled.  He said he was the least of the apostles.  He 
said, “O wretched man that I am!”  He said, “I’m a nobody,” 
and so God said, “Okay, I want you to write thirteen books 
of the New Testament.  I want you to start some churches, 
many churches, in the mideast.”  

Some of you young men “strut your stuff” because 
Coach Wright taught you how to wrestle.  I watched you 
Thursday as most of you got beat.  Amen, I was praying for 
that.  You dads better teach your kids not to strut their stuff.  
You might think it is manly, and maybe the world thinks it is 
manly, but it is not Christ-like.  We’re to depend on Christ.  
Again, II Corinthians 12:10 says, “Therefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses for Christ’s sake:  for when I am weak, then 
am I strong.”  I’m sure Paul thought, “Rabbis used to come 
for my counsel, and now they stone me.  I used to teach 
some of these guys in the Sanhedrin, and now they throw 
me in jail.  I used to be among the leaders of the Jews, but 
now they scoff at me and they spit on me, but “therefore I 
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am 
weak, then am I strong.”  

This is the biggest problem in fundamentalism.  I almost 
said today, but it’s not just today.  It has been a problem all 
my lifetime, and I would think it has been for hundreds of 
years.  God blesses somebody, and they want to be ac-
cepted by the world.  Let me give an example—what hap-
pens to conservative politicians when they go to Washington, 
D. C.?  They campaign that they are going to stand for the 
little guy, they are going to fight the status quo, they’re going 
to do this, and they’re going to do that; but then they get 
to Washington, D. C.  They find out those liberals are nice 
guys—and they’re powerful guys. They want to have lunch 
with them, and they want to be accepted by them; and so 
they start voting with them, and they lose everything they 
once had!  That is what is wrong with our country, and that 
is what is wrong with Fundamental Baptists.  

Our movement has changed so much in the last ten 
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years, and it changed just as much the ten years before that 
and the ten years before that.  I can’t recognize it, and it is 
because they want to be accepted.  That is what is wrong 
with some of our teens.  They grow up and they move to Cali-
fornia or Utah, or some place where they can be accepted 
instead of being right with God.  Are you listening?  

Think of Billy Graham; he’s the perfect example.  When 
I was a young man, he was, or at least he called himself, 
a fundamentalist.  He went to the same school I did, Bob 
Jones University.  Almost all of his staff or his team had 
graduated from Bob Jones.  At that time, Bob Jones was the 
most fundamental school in the world.  He started off as a 
fundamentalist.  I remember his saying, “The World Council 
of Churches will elect the antichrist,” but it wasn’t long and 
he was marching with the World Council of Churches.  He 
could have changed the world for God, but it meant more 
to him to be accepted by the world.  So, he would go on the 
late night television shows and laugh at their dirty jokes. His 
hair grew shaggy.  He said, “Maybe there’s no hell.”  He said 
he believed in theistic evolution.  You say, “What are you 
getting at?”  He became a “hot shot” society man on CNN 
and ABC and but worthless for God.  That is exactly the way 
you will go if you don’t watch it.  That is the way our church 
will go if we don’t watch it.  

Proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding.”  You don’t have 
enough sense.  I don’t have enough sense.  “In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”  You must 
be a nobody to be used of God, and you had better remem-
ber Who lifted you up.  I’ve seen people who for all the right 
reasons really started giving to God, and God blessed them.  
God blessed their business to the place where they were 
in a nice house and driving a Lincoln Continental.  Pretty 
soon, though, they thought they knew so much.  God had 
to take them and say, “I’ll show you how much I need you.”  
He doesn’t need any of us.  We ought to just praise God that 
He uses us in any way He does.  I’ve heard people bragging 
about their kids.  “God is good.  My kids are this, and my 
kids are that.”  I’ve seen God just knock their legs out from 
under them to the place where they were ashamed of the 
same kids that they had always bragged about.  

You’d better watch yourself.  God is merciful, God will 
bless, but you’d better give Him the glory, and not just with 
words.  I’m not saying that to be a nobody, you do nothing 
and be a lazy bum.  I go back to education.  You’d better get 
whatever you can.  I’m not up here preaching against educa-
tion.  But what I am saying is, don’t depend on it.  Depend 
on God.  God wants you to attempt great things for Him, 
but He wants the glory—not your swelled head and not just 
words.  Don’t just say, “To God be the glory.”  You have to 
be a nobody in your own sight.  

God wanted someone to deliver His people, so He 
called Gideon; and he was such an introvert that he was 
hiding.  “Come on, Gideon.”  He was backward, he was 
timid.  Gideon said, “I am from the least family in town, and 
I’m the scrawniest.  I’m the least of my family.”  Do some of 
you feel that way?  I know I have.  “I can’t.  I’m a nobody,” 
and God said, “I need you.”  When people would talk about 

George Müller’s great faith, he would get mad and say, “I 
don’t have any faith.”  And I would say that if you think you 
have great faith, you don’t have any either.  When God 
called Moody to start a Sunday school in Chicago, he went 
up and down the streets.  He had the first bus ministry, but 
in reality, it was a horse wagon.  He paid for it.  He got the 
kids out, but he didn’t feel that he was qualified to run what 
we would call a junior church operation.  So he hired people 
to come in and teach it.  Are you listening?  That’s why God 
used Moody.  

Look at our own salvation—our own righteousness.  
Nobody can really be made righteous before God until he 
sees how unrighteous he is.  If I’m good enough to get to 
heaven in my sight, I’m going to hell, amen?  The Ten Com-
mandments tell us this.  Jesus called people who thought 
they were righteous “whited sepulchers”—all white and 
painted on the outside but full of dead men’s bones on the 
inside.  You’re not ready to be saved until you realize you’re 
a stinking sinner, and then God says, “I can see you’re a 
nobody, I can see you realize you’re a sinner and you can 
do nothing.  I’m going to clothe you in my righteousness, 
and I’m going to send you to heaven.”  That’s the only way 
you get there.  We’re not clothed in our righteousness; 
we’re in His.  

Take the matter of prayer.  Somebody has a nice big 
prayer answered, and we think, “He must be great.”  But 
let me explain something.  I can only relate this to myself.  
Many times when I’ve had the greatest answer to prayer, it 
was when I was about to give up. I’ve talked to other pastors, 
and they have said exactly the same thing.  When we first 
built this auditorium and we lost our loan, I remember going 
to all the banks around here. Because of the economy in the 
middle 70s, they didn’t even have a loan department.  There 
was nobody to talk to.  They had a sign, but no people.  I 
went into Chicago, and it was the same way.  I thought, “It’s 
the end of the world.”  I was pessimistic.  I preached a pes-
simistic sermon and thought, “Well, we’ll just tie a knot and 
hang there.”  I figured God would cut the knot off.  It wasn’t 
any great faith, not on my part.  I was at the end when God 
said, “Here, here is all the cash you need.  Go pay for it.”  

Before that the same thing happened with the bonds.  
I think most of you know our basement was basically right 
here when we first met on this property.  Our first building was 
through the glass doors down there.  The steel was up—it 
was a skeleton.  It was like a “boogie” man to me.  We had 
placed bonds.  We only had ten family units at the time.  I 
personally talked to everybody to make sure they all were 
doing the very best they could.  Everybody was doing all 
they could, but we needed $18,000 by Tuesday.  Now we 
didn’t tape sermons then, but I wish we had.  I remember 
specifically that I got going and I said, “You know, if our God 
can’t provide, if our God can’t provide $18,000, we’re going 
to shut the place down.”  I remember it distinctively because 
I remember thinking later, “What a jerk.  Now what are you 
going to do?”  There were no cell phones back then, and 
we didn’t have much money.  I had to go out of town, and I 
didn’t call much.  But I called after the time we had to have 
the money, and sure enough, God took care of it.  

Now, what I’m saying is that at every major step God 
said, “You’re nothing, and you can’t do it without me.”  When 

Sermon...from page 5
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we started the Academy, we needed 100 students, and ten 
days before the school was going to start, we only had eleven 
paying students.  I went away to pray about it.  I wanted to 
send letters or call the teachers and say, “Don’t come.  We 
can’t pay you.”  But God said, “No,” and God gave us the 
students.  God was saying, “You can’t do it.”  

You do not have a proud pastor.  I sure don’t think that 
I built this place.  I know that it was God.  You’re a nobody, 
and you’d better stay that way or God will drop you like so 
much smoosh on the pavement.  I’m not a proud guy, but 
I am a strong-willed person; and the first time I really gave 
myself, just gave in and said, “I can’t do it,” was when I was 
at Iowa State University.  I’m not saying I had any really 
good education, but I had four years of math in high school.  
I had physics and what would be considered pre-engineering 
courses.  But then I was in college and I couldn’t do college 
algebra, which I had in my very first year of high school.  I 
couldn’t do it.  

Now, I don’t know if you guys have ever had that 
happen, but I just stared at the books.  I was blank.  I 
took No-Doze, and it didn’t do me any good.  I just stayed 
awake—blank.  I was up all night and I finally gave it over 
to God and said, “If You want me to do this, You’re going 
to have to do it.”  In high school I wasn’t any great student, 
but because of football, I was the president of the Architects’ 
Club and the Senior Boys’ Council.  I was this, I was that, 
but all of the sudden, God said, “You’re nothing.”  For the 
first time in my life, at 19 years old, I gave myself to God and 
said, “Okay, You do whatever You want with me.”  

Now we want everybody to think that we’re great prayer 
warriors, but again, I want to say, it takes a nobody.  Some 
of you pray, “God, I’ve done what You want me to do, and 
I’m what You want me to be,…” and you’re getting nowhere.  
Many of you can remember when we used to get paid every 
six months, whether we needed it or not.  We were so tight 
financially that we had to beg God for everything that ever 
came in financially, and I think that God knew what He was 
doing.  God had to show us where it came from.  

Romans 8:26 says, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought;  but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered.”  When we get to the 
place that we say, “O God, I don’t even know what I need.  
I’m so burdened, but I don’t even know what to pray for,”  I 
think He says, “Okay, you just lay there and groan, and I’ll 
make this petition for you.  I’ll take care of it.”  The Apostle 
Paul said, “…therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me…for when I am 
weak, then am I strong.  ”  

You can be a “big shot” if you want.  You college stu-
dents can talk about what you’re going to be.  “I can take care 
of my family,” or, “I can pass my courses,” or, “I’m going to 
get along just fine.”  I admit that I’m nothing.  I’m a nobody.  
I’m just an old sinner trying to keep clean and trying to do 
what’s right.  The only thing we can say is “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me.”  I’ve heard preach-
ers say, “I’m going to build a great church.  I’m going to do 
this, and I’m going to do that.”  When I was studying for the 
ministry I knew I had to start doing something, so I begged 
my pastor for a little Sunday School class.  He split the junior 

boys, and we sat on the steps to the baptistery.  I had two 
or three students and that was too much for me.  

In my senior year of college, I just knew I couldn’t 
speak, so I forced myself into a place where I would have 
to speak.  We had a little church of twelve.  Not one person 
in that church had ever entered high school.  I think I’m 
right in that the farmer had a fourth grade education.  That 
was the best of anybody in the entire church, and I fit right 
in.  I didn’t think I was any better than they were.  I loved 
them, and God blessed.  I could have gone there thinking I 
was too good for them, but I can say from the bottom of my 
heart, we never thought we were too good.  I didn’t think I 
was good enough for them, and God blessed and blessed 
and blessed.  

When we started this church, and we bought these 
eight acres, the first thing I wanted to do was sell some off 
so we could pay some bills.  What could we use eight acres 
for?  It was too many.  I remember the first building down 
there.  When we had our dedication, people were standing 
on the outside looking in, so we built another one—the old 
little gym.  When I looked at it, it was too small.  You say, 
“Where was your faith?”  I didn’t have much.  

Don’t be happy when men acclaim you.  Be scared.  
When I was at Bob Jones University, I think there were about 
5,000 students.  The student body president, when I last 
heard, had a church of 34.  The president of the thousand- 
strong preacher boys class had nothing.  Do you understand 
what I’m saying?  It’s the nobodies.  The guys whom nobody 
even knew, the guys who didn’t think they were anything, 
those are the ones that God blessed.  

When we were going to get married, we talked ev-
erything through.  We were just going to have the perfect 
marriage, but in six months we both wanted to divorce each 
other.  I had to cry out to God, “O God, You’re the only one 
Who can give us a great marriage.”  Again, I’m not saying 
to do nothing, but realize that without God, you can’t do 
anything.  Realize that God wants you to depend on Him, 
and then He’ll do great things.  

A young preacher had just graduated, number one in 
his class in seminary.  He was going to preach, and he had 
quite an outline.  He was going to be a “blessing.”  He ran 
up on the platform.  “Ladies and gentlemen, please open 
your Bibles.  I want to commence my meditation.”  But his 
notes got all mixed up.  He started bumbling and fumbling, 
and he began to cry.  Finally he ran down and out the back 
of the auditorium.  He said, “I can’t do that.”  A godly old 
lady saw him back there and said, “Sonny, if you had gone 
up the way you came down, you could have come down the 
way you went up.”  

Do you want to do good things for God?  “Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God.”  

“…for when I am weak, then am I strong.”  

“Success comes only to those who 
lead a life of endeavor.”

    — Theodore Roosevelt
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ParentS’ rightS
by Pastor Steve Damron

Recently a national news network aired a couple of in-
terviews with a school in Montana for troubled teens who are 
left with really no other option but juvenile detention centers.  
The interviewer was purporting “alleged” abuse from former 
students.  At the end of the interviews, the host of the show 
came up with some conclusions that are revealing.  He said 
that the state of Montana has no regulations on this school, 
has no system of monitoring, and the teachers are not ac-
credited.  Then the reporter asked the question, “Who are 
the people monitoring these types of facilities?” 

In reviewing these statements and conclusions, it is 
obvious the news reporter wants the state to be responsible 
for the education of our children.  This is where we funda-
mentally disagree.  As a father, God gives me the right to 
raise my children in the direction that I get from Him.  Dis-
cipline, family activities, the educational facility that I desire 
to use, and the church that I want them to attend are part of 
the education of my children.  I feel sorry for fathers who feel 
so inept at directing their homes that the state must come 
in and help them educate their children.  

We teach our families that they can, with God’s help 
and by God’s Word, educate their children and that they 
are ultimately responsible for the upbringing of their chil-
dren.  God did not create state and federal governments to 
bear children and to rear them properly.  Even writing that 
statement sounds ludicrous.  Other societies have tried 
this philosophy.  Germany under Hitler’s regime wanted the 
training of all children to be controlled by the state.  Russia 
under Stalin’s regime wanted the training of all children to 
be controlled by the state.  How did that turn out? 

It is also interesting to study state and government 
regulated education.  Did government regulation and 
monitoring of Penn State University prevent the abuse of 
48 students by a licensed staff member?  Did government 
licensing prevent a recent coach from a local high school 
from having inappropriate relations with a minor?  Has the 
more intensive government control of public education re-
sulted in an increase or decrease in the number of teenage 
suicides?  We all know the answers, but news reporters 
want to say that we should still remove parental involvement 
and turn our children over to a state-run education system 
for licensed educators to make the decisions that mold the 
lives of our children.

The liberal news media does not understand the prin-
ciples upon which America was established.  We are an 
independent people, and we believe families have a right to 
choose the direction of their home.  If any family disagrees 
with our biblical beliefs, they are free to join the liberal news 
media “church” and go to their “academy.”  We hold to the 
God-given truth that parents have a right to raise their chil-
dren as God leads them, and not as a government-controlled 
education system dictates.

I Samuel 3:11-14, “And the Lord said to Samuel, 
Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of 
every one that heareth it shall tingle.  In that day I will perform 
against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his 

house:  when I begin, I will also make an end.   For I have 
told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity 
which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, 
and he restrained them not.   And therefore I have sworn 
unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not 
be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.”  

Notice in this passage that God held Eli personally 
responsible for the actions of his sons.  It is the father’s 
responsibility to raise his children to be God-fearing citizens 
of a nation.

Ephesians 6:1-4, “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right.  Honour thy father and mother; (which 
is the first commandment with promise;)  That it may be well 
with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.  And, ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

It is the duty of a father to nurture and admonish his 
children.  What does this mean?  Nurture is tutoring and also 
has a root in the same word from which we get “chastening.”  
Admonition means to rebuke or warn.  Thus, the father is 
to tutor, chasten, rebuke, warn, and educate his children.  
The responsibility of child-rearing and education is given to 
parents.  Parents have the right to choose how to educate 
their children, not the state. 

Majesty Music and conteMporary Music 
adaptation

“Majesty Music has led the way in adapting contem-
porary worship music.  The hymnal published by Majesty 
features about ten songs by Getty/Townend, as well as ones 
by David Clydesdale, Scott Wesley Brown, Steve Amerson, 
Bob Kilpatrick, and Chris Christensen, all of whom are out-
and-out Christian rockers and radical ecumenists who are 
using music to build the end-time, one-world church.  The 
inclusion of a few contemporary songs in a hymnbook in 
itself is not evidence of compromise.  We all make mistakes 
and we are all learners.  As much as I study these things, I 
didn’t know anything about Getty/Townend until a couple of 
years ago.  But when people are informed of how danger-
ous contemporary worship music is and how that even the 
most “conservative” contemporary hymn writers are using 
their music as an ecumenical bridge to connect “traditional” 
churches with “the broader church” and instead of repent-
ing of using it, they become defensive and justify their ac-
tions, that IS evidence of compromise.  Justifying the use 
of contemporary worship is a loud warning that a ministry 
is heading in the wrong direction, yea, a most dangerous 
direction…”
  —from O Timothy, Dr. David Cloud

“Ultimately no nation can be great unless its 
greatness is laid on foundations of righteousness 
and decency.”   — Theodore Roosevelt
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graduateS around the world

Jeremy and Heather were raised in homes where both 
parents were active in the Lord’s work.  Jeremy grew up in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, attending Wyldewood Baptist Church.  
His father, Larry, remains active in Baptist Couriers for Christ, 
a ministry committed to spreading the gospel in Eastern Eu-
rope and the former Soviet Union.  For one summer, Jeremy 
accompanied his family to Russia, distributing Bibles and 
holding evangelistic services.  Jeremy recalls appreciatively 
his father providing frequent ministry opportunities for him 
and teaching him how to preach.

When she was a teenager, Heather’s father, Dave 
Lewis, followed God’s leading into military missions.  At 
the age of fifteen, her family moved to Seoul, South Korea, 
where her father established Youngsan Baptist Church.  This 
church continues today to reach the United States military, 
as well as Koreans with the gospel. 

Through God’s direction, Jeremy and Heather enrolled 
at Fairhaven Baptist College where academics and ministry 
were important to their college training.  Jeremy received 
helpful outreach experience by assisting the bus route in 
nearby Valparaiso.  Both Jeremy and Heather graduated 
in 2004.   

Soon after their graduation, Jeremy and Heather 
moved to Auburn, New York, to work at Freedom Baptist 
Church, pastored by Dr. David Dunbar.  Jeremy had the 
opportunity to start a children’s ministry and overseeing it 
as well as the youth group.  Jeremy counts it a privilege to 
work under Pastor Dunbar, as he has gained invaluable 
experience not only in youth ministry but also in preaching 
to the church.  The Ingalls are blessed to have four chil-
dren—three boys and a girl.  They are glad to be raising 
their children in a church that preaches and practices raising 
children for God. 

Recently the Ingalls accompanied Pastor and Mrs. 
Dunbar to Belize City to assist the Whitecar family at their 
first official church service.  Jeremy thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to knock on doors  alongside the Whitecars in 

the days leading up to the first service. He points to this 
experience as something neither he nor his wife will ever 
forget.

Please remember the Ingalls as they serve the Lord 
together in Auburn, New York. 

APOLOGETICS
SEMINAR

Biblical Archaeology

DECEMBER 10-14, 2012

DAVID CLOUD

Prolific author and 
editor of O Timothy 

Magazine

For more information:
Dr. Jeff Voegtlin

jvoegtlin@fairhavenbaptist.org
(219) 926-6636

www.fairhavenbaptistcollege.org
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Armed with the proper view of genetics, certain truths 
come into focus.  First is the answer to the questions, “Where 
did Cain get his wife?” and “How does this relate to the gos-
pel?”  Second, “If we are genetically getting worse, why is 
there the notion of the caveman in our history?”  Third, we 
will take a quick look at Noah’s ark and the question, “How 
did he fit all the species on the ark?”  

Regarding Cain and his wife we must first ask, “Were 
there other races for him to get a wife from?”  The answer 
is, “No.”  The Bible is very clear when it says that all human-
ity descended from Adam and Eve.  Acts 17:26 says, “And 
hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.”  This ques-
tion about the origin of Cain’s wife has been used against 
believers to try to show that the Bible is laughable. “…At the 
historic Scopes trial in Tennessee in 1925, William Jennings 
Bryan, the prosecutor who stood for the Christian faith, failed 
to answer the question about Cain’s wife posed by the out-
spokenly anti-Christian ACLU lawyer Clarence Darrow.”  

We needn’t be ashamed of God’s Word.  Once we 
come to grips with what the Bible teaches, the answer is 
obvious.  He married his sister!  Why?  There was no alter-
native, and it was exactly what God intended at the time.  
Genetic entropy is the explanation for why we have such 
an aversion to this now.  Consider this.  God didn’t prohibit 
marriage between close relatives until the time of Moses 
(Leviticus 18-20).  Also, remember that God blessed the 
union of Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 20:12), and she was 
his half-sister!  

So why did God prohibit it?  Genetic entropy.  Today, 
brothers and sisters are not permitted by law to marry be-
cause their children would have an unacceptably high risk 
of being deformed.  The more closely related the parents 
are the more likely it is that any offspring will be deformed.  
Every person has two sets of genes, there being some 
130,000 pairs that specify how a person is put together 
and functions.  Each person inherits one gene of each pair 
from each parent.  Unfortunately, genes today contain many 
mistakes (because of sin and the curse), and these mistakes 
show up in a variety of ways.  The more distantly related 
parents are, the more likely it is that they will have different 
mistakes in their genes.  Again, children inherit one set of 
genes from each parent.  The good gene in a pair tends to 
override the bad so that a deformity (a serious one anyway) 
does not occur.

So at the beginning of our race, sin hadn’t messed up 
our DNA enough yet for the prohibition of sibling marriage to 
be needful.  Now you are wondering, “How does this affect 
the Gospel?”  Well, if we allow someone to insist that there 
were other humans from which Cain could have chosen a 
wife, then we cannot insist that the Bible is true—salvation 
goes out the window.  

    genetic entroPy:
is the huMan race evolving, or could the 
opposite be true?

     by Mr. Jeremiah Mitchell
                               Part II

It is important to understand that mankind is linked 
through genetics.  Levi was one of the patriarchs; but before 
he was even born, he got credit for doing something good.  
Hebrews 7:9-10 says, “And as I may so say, Levi also, who 
receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham.  For he was yet in 
the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.”  He was a 
descendant of Abraham and thus he was genetically present 
in Abraham when Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek.  He 
gets credit for doing something good before he was even 
born by being genetically present.  Well, it works both ways.  
The human race (that’s us) also gets credit for something 
that happened before we were born.  When Adam and Eve 
sinned the whole human race was there genetically.   

Consider I Corinthians 15:21-22, “For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.”  Then consider I Corinthians 15:45, “And so it 
is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the 
last Adam was made a quickening spirit.”  Lastly, consider 
Romans 5:12, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned...”  

Jesus only died for the descendants of Adam.  If there 
were other humans, they would not biblically be a part of the 
salvation Jesus provided.  Would they even require salvation 
or would they be perfect still?  What happened if there were 
intermarriage between the perfect and imperfect races?  
These are questions we don’t even need to consider.  The 
Bible is clear.  All mankind descended from Adam.  

This forces us to come to grips with genetic entropy.  
If early man could marry his sister but then later couldn’t 
because there would be a genetic problem, then the opposite 
of evolution is taking place.  This is most certainly the case, 
and it affects your view of humanity.  

Are we all of one blood or not?  Many years ago in 
Australia, a Bible college student declared that missionaries 
should not waste their time preaching to the Aborigines.  He 
believed they weren’t of Adam’s race, and, therefore, could 
not be saved.  What about Adolph Hitler?  He argued along 
evolutionary lines when he pushed for the elimination of 
Jews and gypsies.  In 1904, a noted African explorer Samuel 
Verner brought a pygmy named Ota Benga from the Belgian 
Congo and put him on display as a “sub-human” in a zoo in 
the Bronx.  No, you didn’t misread that.  This human being 
was put on display in a zoo!  So is it a big deal?  It sure is.  
If  humanity is not distinct from the animal world, there is no 
way to teach morality.    

Maybe your brain is reeling.  “What about the cave-
man?  I heard about ancient man living in caves.  I’ve seen 
movies where they grunt and drag each other around by 
the hair.  Doesn’t the caveman disprove this idea?  We 
have obviously evolved from that stage in our existence, 
haven’t we?”  No, here are some facts.  Archeology does 
show that there were people who lived in caves and used 
simple stone tools, but there are still people today who do 
the same.  Consider the technology we read about in the 
book of Genesis.  It includes making musical instruments, 
farming, forging metal implements, building cities and a huge 
seaworthy vessel.
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Here are some more facts.  When the languages were 
changed at Babel it seems reasonable that hostilities broke 
out and people were forced to find shelter rather quickly 
until they could build better shelters.  Of course, you are 
extremely advanced.  You probably know how to turn on a 
computer and drive a car—things that the caveman couldn’t 
even imagine.  But if you were snatched away from all your 
technology and dropped in the middle of the jungle with noth-
ing but your clothing, how would you look in a few weeks? 
Someone would locate the remains of your campsite years 
later and imagine what kind of backward person lived there.  
Building your life from the ground up takes time and that’s 
exactly what some of the people had to do after Babel.  This 
probably accounts for most of the people in caves.  They 
were there temporarily after the Babel dispersion.  

Another reason for seemingly backwards people is that 
there are indeed backwards people!  Turning your back on 
God results in degradation.  Animist people still live in fear 
of evil spirits and have taboos against healthy practices 
like washing, and eating various nutritious foods.  Loss of 
knowledge of the true Creator-God leads to degradation. 
(Romans 1:18-32).   Some might argue, “Aren’t we bigger 
and stronger today than they were?  Look at footage of 
the football players of yesteryear compared to the giants 
we have out there today.  I think the old teams would get 
annihilated because of size differences.”  The population 
today is much larger now, which gives us a greater pool of 
players to draw from.  A school of a hundred will not have 
the team that a school of a thousand will have for that very 
reason.  There are many more players to choose from in 
today’s population.  Also, God in His mercy has allowed us 
to make great advances in medicine.  The athlete of today 
has access to better training, equipment, and nutrition.  We 
know of life-saving as well as performance-enhancing drugs.

“But aren’t we much smarter?  We are advanced in 
medicine, and what about our architecture?  Where are the 
ancient skyscrapers and suspension bridges?”  The same 
answer still applies—God, in His mercy, has allowed us to 
accumulate knowledge and we have tools to help us use 
it.  As a race we have acquired a great deal of knowledge, 
but as individuals we are less capable of using it.  Keep in 
mind that we still don’t know how they built the pyramids.  

As an individual, could you figure out how to make 
an ark without any previous models that could save two of 
every kind in the animal kingdom and then stock it for a trip 
that would last for over a year?  Could you, like Johannes 
Kepler, sit down with star charts and describe what the sky 
looked like on the night Christ was born and only make a 
mistake because some of your information was off?  How 
many languages do you know?  

Read about the King James Translators sometime, 
and then decide if we are smarter.  Lancelot Andrews was 
enrolled in the University of Cambridge.  Once a year around 
Easter he would spend a month with his parents.  On this 
“vacation” he would master a new language.  The truth is, 
we actually have less recall today because of our tools.  
Because we can instantly access information on our smart 
phones and other places, we have less need to know it and 
so we don’t know it.

“But aren’t we living longer?”  Again, God, in His mercy, 
has allowed us to accumulate knowledge about medicine 
which has helped us conquer many diseases.  These two 
truths do not cancel each other out—they are supplemental.  
God is permitting us to discover medical knowledge at a rate 
that allows our age expectancy to grow instead of shrinking 
due to the effects of the entropy of our DNA.  Nonetheless, 
it still boggles our minds when we remember that Noah was 
hundreds of years old when he built the ark.  Methuselah 
lived to be 969 years old.  In looking at the ages of the men 
in Genesis, we conclude that the answer is, “No, we are 
not actually living longer.”                       —to be continued

 

Visitors and church members alike enjoy the beautiful property God 
has blessed us with throughout the year, but especially so on our 
anniversary Sunday.  
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FroM Fairhaven’s pulpit

What a blessing to have graduates of Fairhaven Baptist 
College stand firm on the Word of God and preach the truth 
without apology.

In a time when our once-Christian nation teeters on the 
brink of destruction, we need more men who will “Preach the 
word; be instant [urgent] in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”

“Casting Down Idols”
“God’s Word—A Hedge”
“Trust In the Lord”
“His Hand Clave To the Sword”
“Opportunities”
— Pastor Dave Mallinak

“How To Walk on Water”
“Found Faithful” (Anniversary Service)
 — Pastor David Bottrell

“The Deadly Sin of Hypocrisy”
“The Work of the Holy Spirit”
— Pastor Steve Damron”

“How to Start Right”
— Pastor Wayne Williams (Graduation, May 2012)

“If the Foundations be Destroyed, What 
   Can the Righteous Do?”
— Dr. John Stormer

“It Takes a Nobody”
 — Dr. Roger Voegtlin

Sermons are available on CD for $3 each or in MP3  
format through our bookstore.

oUR SeRViCe SCHeDULe

SUNDAY SCHOOL .................. 9:45 a.m.
PREACHING SERVICE ........ 10:45 a.m.
EVENING SERVICE ................ 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY SERVICE ............ 7:00 p.m.

Fbc graduates around the World


