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We as a church had a wonderful Christmas sea-
son.  Hundreds from the community came to listen to our 
annual “Christmas Music Night.”  The gospel is given in 
the form of the Christmas story, and we pray many will 
return for a regular service.

Our two dining rooms were full for our 40th annual 
Christmas Banquet with Pastor Paul Williams from the 
Northstar Baptist Church in McMillan, Michigan, preach-
ing.  He was a great blessing along with wonderful music 
and great fellowship.  Christmas Sunday again saw a 
couple hundred guests hearing the gospel with some 
coming at the invitation for salvation.  It is still thrilling 
to see God do His wondrous works.

Most of you know about the attack on our church 
by CNN, local newspapers, and radio stations, along 
with protestors yelling and cursing in front of our church 
for months.  They did hurt our bus ministry, but as would 
be expected, our church is more unified than ever.  The 
world can’t stop God’s church.  God is blessing us per-
sonally, numerically, and monetarily.

Revival
I’ve been preaching on the need for revival for 

over twenty years, and we’ve seen sprinkles of it in 
individual’s lives and families along with showers in our 
congregation a couple of times.

It is my opinion, though, that if we don’t have revival 
of some sort in our nation, our country is doomed.  We 
are going to see the judgment of God and soon.  A na-
tion collectively never has revival.  God never blesses 
unbelief; however, He does bring revival to individuals 
and it spreads through their local church and sometimes 
further.

I believe the next ten years are going to be the 
hardest independent Baptists have ever faced in Amer-
ica.  Satan has set the stage to attack, win battles, and 
destroy churches.  For the first time in my life strong, 
independent Baptists are in retreat en masse—not 
trusting God but trying to appease the world and church 
members.  We’ve always had compromisers, but good 
men are tiring, backing off, changing, and compromising.  
Satan, like the ravaging lion he is and with the blood of 
recent victories running from his fangs, is about to go 
on a rampage.

Holiness, separation, godly living, and dedication 
have been replaced with cynicism, hypocrisy, finger 
pointing, excuse making, and compromise.  We need 
revival, and the only place it starts is within an individual.  
Running a bus has become “too hard,” and having a 
Christian school is “too much trouble.”  Christians today 
are lying back with few returning on Sunday night and 
just a handful meeting for Wednesday.  Fundamental-
ists are even drinking wine and venturing to the beach.  
Pastors are afraid that if they rock the boat, they will 
have less yet to speak to, and so they have added 
more lively, “feel good” music, and, now, even clap for 
someone trying to honor God.  Our church services have 
become performances.  We need to stop our programs 
and beg God for real revival.

Pastor Whitecar and Debbie left for Belize in mid February.  We saw 
them off with mixed feelings—missing them already, yet happy to 
know they are in the center of God’s will.  Pray for them as they 
begin Independent Baptist Church in Belize City.

mailto:fundamentalist%40fairhavenbaptist.org?subject=Fundamentalist%20Inquiry
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Pastor’s article...from page 1

                       —Dr. Roger Voegtlin

As I’ve studied the history of revivals, they usually 
seem to start from God’s man preaching in God’s power—yet 
today we sit in our pew, content and making excuses.  The 
pastor never “comes down hard enough” on others, but you 
always have excuses when he deals with you and yours.  
When preaching on your pet sin, he is “using the pulpit as a 
battering ram.”  When he tries to correct your children he is 
“in the flesh.”  Where is the honesty and conviction in your 
heart?  We fret about our money or family problems but 
never take time to see our sin problems.  We are too busy 
rationalizing them.

How long has it been since you looked at your own 
sins and held them out before God brokenhearted?  Have 
you looked for sin in your life in the past year, or even two?  
I’m not talking about a ritual or crying over a condition we 
got ourselves into because of our pride.  I’m talking about 
getting desperate about the matter, wanting to be convicted 
and painting our sin black, pouring our heart out to God.  
“…godly sorrow worketh repentance.”  The last words of 
Jesus, found in Revelation, were to our generation, urging 
us to repent.

Repentance is a change of mind about self—when 
you come to the place where you ask God’s forgiveness for 
allowing your pride to keep lying, you put pride in the dust, 
and you agree with God.  Repent if you have left your first 
love and your heart is cold.

We read in Revelation 3 that Sardis “hast a name 
that thou livest and art dead.”  Most independent Baptist 
churches have a name but are dead.  Most pastors can’t 
get their deacons to the midweek service, and our young 
people are no longer surrendering to full-time service but 
instead are studying in our Christian colleges how to make 
more money.  Our music ranges from questionable to rock 
and roll, and door-to-door soulwinning is something we 
“used to do.”  If this is not what you want, repent and just 
do right.  Conviction leads to confession, repentance, and 
restitution.

Graduates around the World

In the wake of the Penn State coach recently accused of 
child rape, the American Psychiatric Association, publishers of 
the number one manual identifying abnormal behaviors, has 
declared that pedophilia should not be considered an abnor-
mal behavior.  If the APA had its way child rape and molesta-
tion, sexual exploition of children, psychological and physical 
destruction of a child’s innocence would be decriminalized.   
                              —copied

american psychiatric 
association sees pedophilia as 
normal behavior

Courtney was raised 
in Chicago public housing 
(both of those projects  
have recently been con-
demned and razed).  In 
the midst of his turbulent 
youth (including school ex-
pulsions), he was reached 
by a Fairhaven Baptist 
College graduate who was an assistant and youth pastor at 
a Chicago “city” church.  Eddie Duracka, a deacon from the 
church in which Dr. Voegtlin’s family was saved and where 
he was raised, had started this church.  

Courtney was saved, baptized, and supported through 
Christian school by the work of the Holy Spirit and the 
sacrifice of his bus captain.  He surrendered to preach and 
attended Fairhaven Baptist College on his youth pastor’s 
advice.

Courtney graduated in 2000 with an undergraduate 
degree and in 2007 with a graduate degree in Bible.  He 
met his wife, Portia, in college.  Also a bus kid, she came to 
school from southern California.  In 2008, Courtney and Por-
tia planted an independent Baptist church in the Hyde Park 
neighborhood of Chicago.  President Obama lives just blocks 
away, as does Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan.  It is 
also home to the elite University of Chicago.  There may not 
be a more liberal-minded area in the country.  

From the outset, Pastor Lewis established the ministry 
based largely on going out onto the streets and bringing 
people to Christ.  He recognizes that people are looking for 
a church that is concerned about them and their problems, 
and Pastor Lewis wants Cornerstone Baptist Church to 
be the church where people can find Bible answers to the 
situations of today.  

Though Cornerstone Baptist Church is young, they 
are growing.  Recently, they relocated their meeting place 
from a “neighborhood club” and basement to a much larger 
and beautiful facility in the same area.  Souls are being 
saved and families strengthened.  Last year during a Sat-
urday soulwinning time, the president of the student body 
at the University of Chicago repented and accepted Christ.  
A former University of Chicago student (reached through 
Cornerstone) is presently studying Missions at Fairhaven 
Baptist College.  

Courtney and Portia are pressing forward with their 
outreach ministries of door-to-door soulwinning, van routes, 
Sunday school, junior church, soulwinning training, and new 
believer’s discipleship.   Please pray for the Lewises and the 
work of Cornerstone Baptist Church.
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THE FOUR MOTIVATIONS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL
Dr. Roger Voegtlin

Please turn in your Bibles to II 
Timothy chapter four.  I’ll begin reading in 
verse one.  “And I charge thee therefore 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach 
the word; be instant in season, out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto 
fables.  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.  For I 
am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure 
is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day:  and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his appearing.  Do thy diligence to 
come shortly unto me:  For Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.  Only Luke is with 
me.  Take Mark, and bring him with thee:  for he is profitable 
to me for the ministry.”

II Timothy chapter four speaks about death.  You might 
ask, “Who is going to die?  Is it going to be Lois?”  That was 
Timothy’s grandmother who was so influential in Timothy’s 
Christian growth.  But even though she was old, he wasn’t 
talking about Lois.  “Was it Silas, one of Timothy’s fellow 
preachers?”  He was in jail with the apostle Paul when 
Paul preached and the jailer was saved, but it wasn’t Silas 
either.  The person who is going to die in this chapter was 
the apostle Paul himself.  He was going to lose his head for 
the cause of Jesus Christ.  

Now I believe that Paul was the greatest Christian who 
ever lived.  The Roman Catholic Church says that Peter was 
the pope.  They say he was the greatest; but it’s strange, 
that if he was the pope, he never was in Rome.  Stephen 
was the first apostolic martyr, and I think Stephen was a 
great man; but I believe the apostle Paul was greater than 
he was—or, say Martin Luther, who nailed his 95 Theses on 
his church door and literally changed the world fighting the 
Catholic Church.  As much as I respect Charles Spurgeon, 
I think he would be embarrassed were we to compare him 
to the apostle Paul.  In this chapter, this great Christian was 
writing his own epitaph.

Now think with me, if you knew you were going to die 
soon, there is no doubt that you would look over your life.  
But, especially, if you knew you were going to write your own 
epitaph, what could you write?  What value could you put 
on your life with heaven in view?  Now, review your life right 
now.  Whom have you helped this week?  Whom have you 
influenced for God this week?  Come on, don’t just listen.  
Talk to yourself.  What have you done?  What did you do for 
God?  What did you do?  Is there anything you did yesterday 
to move God’s work ahead?  

When the apostle Paul was going to die, look at what 
he could say to young Timothy.  He shows us some of the 
things that motivated him, and four of the things that made 
him great are mentioned right here in II Timothy 4. The same 
four motivational factors that motivated Paul should move us.  
Again, I worry about some of us older people.  You just get 
crusty, critical, you pull back.  What are you doing for God?  
What are you doing for God now?  What did you do for God 
this week?  Or have you become the type of Christian that 
you once scoffed at?  You think you do God a favor just by 
coming to church.  

I heard about a high school cross country runner who 
ran an unbelievable race.  He was a junior in high school 
and never came in first in his life.  He was way back in the 
pack, and if you’ve ever run cross country, you know what 
I mean.  All of the sudden, people who were watching saw 
him kick in.  He started passing one after another until only 
the star, the big man in the sectionals, only one guy, was 
in front of him.  He just kept on going until he passed him 
setting a time much faster than he had ever run.  After the 
race, he was asked how he did it.  His answer was that he 
kept on asking himself, “Am I doing my best?  Am I doing 
my best?”  I don’t know a better question for you, especially 
in the Christmas season.  This is the very easiest season to 
talk to people about the Lord.  And you ought to be asking 
yourself, “Am I doing my best?  Am I doing better than I‘ve 
ever done before?”  In Philippians 3, you get the idea that 
Paul asked himself, “Am I doing my best?”  And again, if 
there is ever a time in life when with your abilities you’re not 
doing your best, you better get right with God.  

We can quote verses, we know doctrine, we know 
how to act, but we’ve lost our excitement.  We’ve lost the 
thrill that we once had—that we’re saved and that we want 
to see other people saved, and we really want to raise our 
family for God, and we’re not going to make excuses.  I 
get so tired of some of you.  Your kids did not grow up for 
God, but you want to pretend that they did.  I am not going 
to walk up to your face and embarrass you, but why don’t 
you face the facts, and get right with God, and start doing 
something with the years you have left?  Paul operated with 
four motivational factors, and they’re right here for us to see 
so that we can do our very best.  

The number one motivation that the apostle Paul had 
was that he always remembered judgment day.  He could not 
see himself being judged for what he was, and he couldn’t 
think about unsaved being judged for their lost state and not 
do something.  See, that’s different from most Christians.  
Most Christians can quote the doctrine, but they don’t do 
anything.  When was the last time you saw yourself stand-
ing at the judgment seat of Christ and asked yourself, “Am 
I doing my best or am I in semi-retirement for Christ?”  Paul 
talked about the judgment seat of Christ four times in the 
Bible.  In Romans 14, he said, “…every one of us shall give 
an account of himself to God.”  You’re glad that the Riches 
are going to Africa, you’re sad that the Olsons have to come 
back from Africa, you’re glad that the Whitecars are going 
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to the mission field, you’re glad for the bus workers, you’re 
proud of our church.  But what about you?  What about 
you?  II Corinthians 5:10, “…we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ…”  It’s good doctrine, isn’t it?  Do 
you live like you believe it?  Do you believe it?  

In I Corinthians 3, Paul compared life to two choices.  
Either we’re living a life of wood, hay, and stubble or a life 
of gold, silver, and precious stones.  Paul could not get the 
judgment out of his mind.  He knew he was going to give an 
account, and so are you and I.  And we’re going to be judged 
more harshly if we knew everything and didn’t do anything.  
We’re going to give an account if we once did something, 
and we stopped doing it.  We’re going to answer to God.  A 
lot of us have pushed it out of our minds.  It doesn’t move 
us anymore.  I can preach on the most important issues of 
life, and it’s like water running over Niagara Falls.  It doesn’t 
touch you.  But I want to remind you that the judgment seat 
of Christ is in every one of our futures, and sooner than 
many of us think.  

Again verse one says, “And I charge thee therefore 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom…”  
Young Timothy was going to be the apostle Paul’s succes-
sor.  Can you imagine trying to follow Paul the apostle?  
But if you look at Christian history, you’ll find that he was a 
very good successor.  Young Timothy was the pastor of the 
church at Ephesus.  I have had the opportunity to stand in 
that colosseum where they had a huge rally to the goddess 
Diana.  We don’t know exactly what happened, but Timothy 
was there protesting.  Somebody took a sword and ran it 
through him.  But we just want to get along with the “town 
fathers,” don’t we?  I get so tired of people thinking it’s so 
important how our sewer is run.  They ran a sword through 
him, and he died—just like his teacher died, and just like, 
there’s a good chance some in this room will die.  Paul had 
a good successor, and he was teaching him those same 
motivations that challenged him.  “I charge thee therefore 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom…”  

He speaks of two judgments.  First, at his appearing 
at the rapture of the church, the judgment seat of Christ. He 
lived knowing he would be judged, but also that the unsaved 
will be judged.  Now we should not be rude, but I think the 
devil uses that on us more than anything else.  “Well, I don’t 
want to offend them.”  They’re going to hell, friend.  And we 
ought to remember that.  He says at His kingdom, and then 
also at the great white throne. There will stand those who 
rejected Him.  If you want motivation this Christmas season 
to use the Music Night, to use the banquet, to use Christmas 
Sunday morning, think about answering for your neighbors, 
and your fellow workers, and your relatives—answering for 
their souls.  Think about their being judged and sent to hell 
for ever and ever and ever.  If you could get somebody to 
come out and you don’t, you’ll answer to God.  But also, 
they’ll burn in hell—that hell you say you believe in, but don’t 
live like you do.  

When I was a teenager, the biggest thing in our high 
school was football and the greatest thing was to have a 
letter, a football letter—it was CVS.  You were proud to walk 
around anywhere in Chicago with one.  But can you imagine 

me walking around with a CVS letter now?  It means nothing.  
It was foolishness.  Yet when I get to heaven, if I can have 
someone say, “He led me to Jesus in 2011,” or, “He invited 
me out and I got saved at Fairhaven,” maybe on Christmas 
morning, what a thrill!  I say again, the things that are im-
portant to us now, that house that is so meticulous, what the 
community thinks of us, will mean nothing when we get to 
heaven.  What we did for Jesus will mean everything.  Do 
you have anybody who can say, “He got me to church.”?  
Is there anybody on the face of this earth who can say, “He 
prayed for my soul.”?  “He wrote me a letter, he gave me a 
tract, he won me to Christ.”  Is there anyone?  Judgment is 
a great motivation.

But then, another motive that Paul had was that he 
remembered he was a steward of the Word of God.  Verse 
two, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine…”  
In season and out of season.  When people like it, and when 
people don’t like it.  Look at the two verses right before our 
text passage.  “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”  

The apostle Paul knew that he was in possession of 
the only Book that had life in it—the only one that can say 
it is inspired by God.  I was just reminded again this Friday 
of people who are so steeped in doctrine that they become 
gossips.  You don’t “dot your i’s” and “cross your t’s” the 
way they think you should.  The Bible is alive!  It’s a Book 
given to us to live by.  It’s not a textbook.  I think that’s a big 
problem with kids who go to Christian schools.  They grow 
up with it as a textbook, and then they go to college and it’s 
a textbook.  It’s not a textbook.  It’s God’s living Word for us, 
and we don’t want to forget that.  It’s the only Book that you 
can use to see people saved.  Has that ever got a hold of 
you?  And if it did, does it still have a hold of you?  

Many only pick up the Bible enough to carry it to 
church so they don’t look like a heathen.  Now they may 
read a verse or two during the week.  We’ve got to know 
this Book!  There are thousands of people outside of these 
walls who don’t have one person to tell them the old story.  
They don’t have one person who can explain it.  I’ve been 
to Belize a couple times, and I’ve been to Africa more than 
that.  The average Zambian knows more about the Bible 
than the average American.  Now they’re confused, it might 
be Seventh Day Adventists, or it might be Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses.  But the average person in Belize (and that’s the 
reason I think they’re exciting ministries) knows more Bible 
than the average person in Chesterton, and they believe 
it more than the average person in Chesterton.  The point 
I’m making is that the people we deal with don’t even know 
what Christmas is all about!  And you’re the only one who 
will ever tell them, if you will.  

Think about it.  It costs a lot of money to send these 
people overseas.  But we say it’s worth it; and it is worth 
it, and I’m all for it.  But it doesn’t cost you a penny to tell 
the people whom you know, whom you work with.  You say, 
“They laugh.”  So what?  You may wonder why I preach so 
hard and so boldly when I get up here.  I know when they 
lay their head on their pillow, they’re scared to death.  I 

Continued on p. 6
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lived and worked in the world, rubbed shoulders like you 
rub shoulders.  I don’t care what they say, I don’t care how 
they pretend, they fear death.  They fear the future, but they 
know nothing about Jesus Christ.  They know nothing about 
Christmas except that there are Christmas trees and gifts.  
What are you going to do about it?  Are you going to take 
advantage and tell them the old, old story?  

The psalmist wrote “…great was the company of those 
that published it,” and that should be true in our lives.  That 
should be true.  I get excited when we all go canvassing.  I 
love it when you have to wait five or ten minutes to get out 
of the parking lot and as you’re going to Valparaiso, or some 
town that we’re going to cover, there are people everywhere 
knocking on doors.  We should be publishing it every week 
in a more functional way, at the steel mill, for example.  The 
psalmist said, “O how love I thy law.”  The Word of God is 
portrayed as bread, as light, as a sword.  It is everything we 
need to live a successful Christian life, and yet there are so 
many in this room, I’m sure, that just let it collect dust.  Isn’t 
the stewardship of God’s Word a good motivation?  

Notice what the apostle Paul says to Timothy in verses 
three and four.  “For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables.”  He says the time will come.  The time has 
come.  This nation is no longer a Christian nation, and some 
of your own children have turned away with itching ears, and 
they are influencing you more than you influence them.  Let 
me say it again.  They are influencing you more than you 
influence them.  You are not the Christian you once were.  
Now just keep on defending them, and you’ll get weaker 
and weaker and weaker to the place where you’ll do them 
no good, but only harm.  We’re there. 

You talk about the Mormons and the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, but church members have demanded, listen to me, 
all over America, a breed of preacher who will give them 
what they want to hear rather than what they need to hear.  
And if they get old-fashioned preaching, they’ll move down 
the road and take anybody with them who will listen.  That’s 
what is happening today, and that’s what is happening and 
has happened in our own church.  In the average church 
today, you’ll not hear preaching that defines sin.  Now you 
may not know the difference I’m trying to make, but maybe 
you’ll hear messages that preach around sin, or preach 
about sin, but there are very few churches where you’ll hear 
preaching directly at sin.  

Now the point I would make is that in so-called con-
servative churches, it is popular to preach against abortion.  
When I preached about homosexuality last Thursday, people 
liked it.  “Get ‘em preacher.”  It’s popular.  But when you 
preach in detail about lewd dress or form-fitting, figure-re-
vealing dress on women, people scatter.  When you preach 
down the throat of some prideful Absalom, he’ll take up 
stakes and find some preacher he can handle.  And you’ll pat 
him on the back, but the Bible says, “Preach the word…”  

I have said that the most important thing we’re looking 
for in a pastor is strength, and there was some criticism that 
our church isn’t doctrinally based enough.  My answer to 

that is that there are thousands of pastors who are doctrin-
ally straight enough to pastor this church, but I don’t know 
of many strong enough to pastor this church.  So, don’t 
be stupid.  Don’t be ignorant.  We’re theologically strong, 
and we’re theologically straight.  But in this day and age, 
we need a strong pastor.  “Preach the word.”  The time 
has come when you won’t hear full, complete messages 
on hell in the average, itching-ear church.  The time has 
come when you’ll not hear a message on the authority of 
the local church.  You say, “Really?”  Really.  In the average 
independent church.  

Old-timers are passing off the scene, and churches are 
changing.  And to appease the thirty-somethings, the author-
ity of the pastor—this is a fact and this is important to us—the 
authority of the pastor and strong preaching have been put in 
the closet and replaced by nice-guy, teaching-type sermons.  
You may not even know what I’m talking about.  They don’t 
want their pastor to offend.  We need a strong man!  When 
we get our new strong man, don’t pick him apart!   It’s not 
your business to pick him apart any more than you’ll pick 
me apart.  We need a strong man because we are living in 
a day of weakness.  People get weak and leave the church, 
and I’m not saying you shouldn’t be decent to them, but you 
shouldn’t just want to be buddies with them.  When you want 
to be friends, you’re giving them your approval.  We must 
be motivated by the coming judgment and the responsibility 
to care for this inspired Word of God.  

But thirdly Paul was motivated by the need of soul-
winning.   Verse five, “But watch thou in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof 
of thy ministry.”  Do the work of an evangelist.  When we 
started this church, I used to have evangelistic meetings 
every spring and every fall.  People have the misconception 
that I don’t believe in evangelists, but I just can’t find many.  
You see, when they came every spring and every fall, they 
would want to knock on doors.   Every day I would knock 
on doors.  There are people here who are saved because 
an evangelist and I were out there knocking on doors.  Now 
when evangelists arrive, they’ve got their golf clubs and 
they want to play.  That’s why we don’t have evangelists.  
Even growing up in a softer church, the evangelist would 
come and work over us Christians for about a week.  Then 
he would challenge us to get our unsaved friends out, and 
we’d see them saved.  

Today we talk about evangelism and soulwinning, but 
there are so very few who ever see any saved.  An evangelist 
according to Acts 20 is one who knocks on doors.  We’re all 
evangelists in the sense of getting people to Christ.  If we 
see people saved over this Christmas season, it will only 
be because we went after them—whether we knocked on 
their door, whether we’re bus workers or not bus workers, 
inviting or witnessing at work, our neighbors, our relatives, 
everybody we get in contact with.  They’re not going to 
come and look for us.  These buildings are not going to 
draw people here any more than Chesterton High School 
buildings draw people there to be saved.  What impresses 
sinners is when a Christian shows real concern for their 
soul.  They might not show that at the beginning.  But they’re 
impressed if you show real concern for their soul.  That is 
all of our responsibility.

Sermon...from page 5
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But then last of all, fourthly, the apostle Paul was mo-
tivated by that split second when he would enter Heaven 
and see Jesus.  If you read his books, his entire Christian 
life was working toward seeing Christ and looking into His 
eyes with His saying, “Well done.”  Can you think of any-
thing greater than that?  Is a house or business or political 
prestige anything?  And yet we push aside our church and 
ministries for the most stupid things—things that will mean 
nothing when we get to Heaven.  Verse six, “For I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand.”  For I am now ready to be offered and the time of 
my departure is at hand.  Wouldn’t you like to say, “I didn’t 
stop.  I didn’t retire.”

“I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”  In a 
few hours Paul is going to walk out of that prison.  I’ve seen 
that prison.  It was not a prison like Michigan City.  It was 
just a small dungeon.  He is going to walk out of that prison 
and go over to the Forum, and stand before the council.  
His head is going to be cut off and fall into a basket, but 
he is trusting God.  “I have finished my course.”  He knew 
that the moment he saw Christ, there would be no disap-
pointment.  Have you ever thought of when you’re going to 
be there?  In the light of the way you’re living, will you sing, 
“I want to see my Savior first of all”?  Luke was probably 
there when Paul died.  He stayed with him all the way until 

the end.  Mark is praised in this passage.  He fell away, as 
you know, for a while, but he came back strong and wrote 
the book of Mark.  He was probably at Paul’s side when he 
died.  But Paul also mentions the name Demas.  “For Demas 
hath forsaken me, having loved this present world,…”  Now 
I believe with all of my heart that Demas was saved, but 
he turned back.  That is my challenge this morning.  Is that 
the way you want to enter Heaven?  Head down.  “I had a 
nice house, I had a good job.  I had a nice retirement.”  Or, 
do you want to face Jesus and say, “I wasn’t much, but I 
was running the race up to the end.”  “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course.”  That’s what I want on my 
tombstone.  “I finished the course.”  

In the “old days” when I ran track, it was on cinders.  
When I finished a race, no matter what place I came in, there 
were cinders in my legs because I gave my all until I fell on 
my face.  I want to do the same thing when I get to Heaven.  
Yes, I’m getting older.  I’m about the same age many of you 
are.  I’m older than some of you.  I think the church needs a 
younger man in a couple years, but don’t ever use the word 
“retire” to me.  Those are fighting words.  I’m not going to 
retire, never will.  And neither should you.  Neither should 
you let the devil get into your head and say, “You better just 
slow down.  You better just slow down.”  You have slowed 
down, and, how is it?  How is it?
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the value of sacrifice
By Pastor Steve Damron

Over the past few months, God has taught us many 
lessons, but one in particular was very important to our youth 
and their parents.  II Samuel 24:24,  “And the king said unto 
Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither 
will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which 
doth cost me nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor 
and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.” 

The background of the verse is that David wanted to 
buy a threshingfloor from a man in order to give offerings 
to the Lord.  The man wanted to give the threshingfloor to 
David free of charge, and then David made this statement 
found in verse 24.  King David had learned by this time of 
his life that something will mean much more to you when 
you have given something of your own to obtain it.

meet a fairhaven student

Salome is from Switzerland, where 
her father is a medical doctor.  Their 
family lives not far from Zurich.  Salome 
grew up in a home that enjoyed the study 
of the English language, and her father 
looked for a place that would allow her 
to broaden her horizons culturally and 
linguistically for a year after her comple-
tion of high school.  

At this same time, Dr. Matter also began to compare 
Scripture with the church that he was attending.  He found 
definite differences between the two.  The Charismatic 
movement had crept in, and the Scriptures revealed seri-
ous error.  After he came across Biblical material written by 
David Cloud on the Way of Life website, the errors of this 
movement were made increasingly clear.  

Through contact with Brother Cloud, Salome was 
recommended to a church in Canada (Bethel Baptist 
Church, pastored by Wilbert Unger) as the place to spend 
her “student exchange” year.  Her dad was determined to 
send her to a place where she would get Biblical instruction 
and proper influence, in addition to sharpening her English 
language abilities.

After a rewarding year with the Unger family in Canada, 
Salome returned to Switzerland and began work on a three-
year teaching degree.  In the meantime, her younger brother 
Josh was encouraged to go to Bible college.  He spent the 
2009-2011 school years at Fairhaven Baptist College, earn-
ing two one-year certificates.  He has since returned home 
to fulfill his Swiss military requirements.

Salome plans to return to Switzerland at the end of 
this school year and use her influence as a teacher.  She is 
thankful for the Christian education classes that she is taking 
at Fairhaven, enabling her to understand education from a 
Biblical perspective.  Switzerland is an extremely difficult 
country in which to spread the gospel.  Mission work is nearly 
impossible.  Please pray for Salome, Josh, and their entire 
family as they seek to serve God in Switzerland.

As parents and leaders of youth, this verse can be used 
to help us in the training of our teenagers.  If we are not care-
ful, we will forget this lesson and raise spoiled brats. David 
knew there is a value in investing one’s own personal assets 
into something in order for it to truly mean something to you 
or anyone else.  This is very important for our youth.  If young 
people who grow up in a church do not learn to sacrifice on 
their own, they will become spoiled brat Christians.  They 
will never have a deep-rooted attachment to their home or 
church if they do not give of themselves back to it.

Our teenagers had a fall activity to rake leaves for the elderly in our 
community.

I have nicknamed it the “Paris Hilton” syndrome.  Most 
of us who follow the news will laugh at her stupidity and 
then become disgusted because she acts like a spoiled 
brat.  She represents someone who has been given, and 
given, and given, but has never been taught the value of 
self-sacrifice.

We may laugh at Paris Hilton, but in many of our 
churches, we have raised a generation of youth who expect 
Dad, Mom, teachers, and the church staff to give, and give, 
and give with no gratefulness in return.  They bristle up when 
anyone dares to ask them to stand up and serve God.  As 
youth leaders and parents, we must always be looking for 
areas in which our teenagers and our children can learn the 
value of serving.  It is through service that a Christian finds 
fulfillment and satisfaction.

Over 15,000 lbs. of food was collected by the youth group in November 
for the Fairhaven Food Pantry, which has served the community with 
free food boxes to the needy for over 20 years.
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Part II
Without a doubt, the evolutionists love the dinosaurs 

and have monopolized them into a tool of great effect for 
persuading young people and adults alike.  The Bible warns 
us of this “science falsely so called” and testifies that this 
danger had struck Christian circles all the way back in the 
first century.

The question still remains, however, “What should our 
response be?”  I believe the answer is two-fold:  we must 
nail down our beliefs, interpreting dinosaurs through a Bibli-
cal approach, and we must teach others, making use of the 
valuable resources available to us.

our beliefs
It is very important as Christians that we not be apa-

thetic toward our own beliefs on this subject.  To remain 
indifferent or fearful due to a lack of knowledge is to admit 
defeat in a battle that is very important to the devil.  After 
all, he is still in the business of stealing away the hearts and 
minds of children, as well as adults.  

But does the Bible have anything to say about dino-
saurs?  The answer is yes!  God is always prepared for 
Satan’s attacks, and the Bible is more than adequate in 
providing us a framework for understanding dinosaurs. 
Although we do not have time or space to elaborate, here 
is a synopsis from which to begin (taken from Ken Ham’s 
The New Answer’s Book One, pgs. 150-154):

God created everything (including the dinosaurs on 
the fifth and sixth days of creation).  It does not matter what 
archeologists may discover tomorrow; whatever it is, we 
can always be sure that it owed its existence to God.  There 
is nothing in existence that was not created. (Genesis 1; 
John 1:1-3)

The whole earth (including mankind and the dino-
saurs) was greatly affected by the fall of man, i.e., sin; and 
as a result of sin, death reigns in our mortal bodies.  What 
happened to the dinosaurs?  This is the question that still 
baffles the evolutionists until this day.  They propose a whole 
assortment of solutions, and yet none of them sufficiently 
provides them with the answer.  At the same time, species 
of animals both large and small are continually going into 
extinction today as a result of death and disease. 

The whole earth was destroyed by God with a uni-
versal flood during the days of Noah (thus fossilizing many 
creatures).  The fossilization of creatures is a remarkable 
testimony to the flood.  The conditions for it are so precise 
that only a catastrophic event could possibly account for it. 
Yet despite this and numerous other evidences, evolution-
ists refuse to acknowledge, much less teach, this important 
event in human history.  Why?  Because it testifies of God’s 
great judgment on sin.

After the flood, conditions for survival were radically 
changed, and thus the dinosaurs became extinct. The less 
the dinosaurs were around, the more rumors and tales of 
their existence began to spread.  In nearly every language 
and culture there are tales of dragons and beasts on land 
and in the sea.  Many of these no doubt stemmed from the 
last encounters of man and dinosaurs. 

dinosaurs: do they really matter?
Mr. Andy Almanza

Today, archeologists and geologists alike are studying 
the remains, trying to interpret or find out what happened in 
the past.  But we know and understand these things before-
hand because we interpret everything through the Bible.

teaching others
We must teach our own children.  With Christian 

homes, Christian schools, and Christian colleges, we have 
every advantage to help us ground our children in the Chris-
tian faith.  Sadly, many Christian homes have avoided the 
topic of dinosaurs; many Christian schools ignore it; and 
many Christian colleges have even embraced evolutionary 
doctrines in their classes and textbooks.  The result is that 
children raised in Christian cultures are extremely weak in 
many areas of the Christian faith, including any discussion 
on the dinosaurs.   If we would only reach our children, 
then, without evangelizing anyone else, we could shake 
the world for Christ.

We must recognize the importance and value of chil-
dren’s ministries, i.e., Sunday Schools, Children’s Church, 
and especially the bus ministry.  At no point in a person’s life 
is he easier to reach with the Gospel than in those precious 
years from five to eleven.  Children in America are being 
pounded with doctrines that destroy faith, and the question 
that we must ask ourselves is this:  “What are we doing to 
combat this and to reach these children with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ?”  

Teaching them about the Bible (including discussions 
on the dinosaurs) goes a long way toward reaching them 
with God’s message of salvation.  Will we sit idly by while 
these kids are being shoved down the road of humanism and 
unbelief?  Can we not sacrifice some time and money to run 
a Sunday School bus in areas of town where kids might not 
otherwise ever hear of Jesus’ love for them?  Could we not 
do something in our Sunday Schools to enhance teaching 
that builds faith rather than destroys it?  Research and com-
mon sense alike have proven that the chances of salvation 
greatly decrease as a person gets older.  We must reach 
as many as we can before their hearts become so hard 
and their lives so full of baggage that they may never turn 
to Christ for salvation.

We must dedicate ourselves and our resources to sup-
port those who have followed God’s direction in specializing 
in these matters.  Like David vs. Goliath, Christian scientists 
are greatly outnumbered and out-supported in this battle 
to define the evidence.  Because we recognize the assault 
that Satan is making in this area, we should be willing to 
support those who are standing for the cause of truth in the 
face of this great opposition.  Maybe God is directing some 
young person into this field; if so, he will need support and 
prayer.  Maybe you or your church could purchase materials 
for use in your ministries.  Are we willing to pay the price to 
win the battle?  The battle is the Lord’s, but we like David 
must be willing to stand in front of Goliath in order to gain 
the victory.

Again, Christian resources are available which ex-
pound on these things in much greater detail.  The important 
thing here is to take advantage of these resources in order 
to establish your beliefs according to the Bible.
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The totalitarian leader must collect around him a group 
which is prepared voluntarily to submit to that discipline 
they are to impose by force upon the rest of the people.  
The old socialist parties were inhibited by their democratic 
ideals; they did not possess the ruthlessness required for 
the performance of their chosen task.  It is characteristic 
that both in Germany and in Italy the success of fascism 
was preceded by the refusal of the socialist parties to take 
over the responsibilities of government.  They were unwill-
ing wholeheartedly to employ the methods to which they 
had pointed the way.  They still hoped for the miracle of a 
majority’s agreeing on a particular plan for the organization 
of the whole of society.  Others had already learned the 
lesson that in a planned society the question can no longer 
be on what do a majority of the people agree but what the 
largest single group is whose members agree sufficiently 
to make unified direction of all affairs possible.  

There are three main reasons why such a numerous 
group, with fairly similar views, is not likely to be formed by 
the best but rather by the worst elements of any society.

excerpts from “the road to serfdom”

Why the 
Worst Get  

on Top
“Power tends to corrupt, 
and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely.”
                   —Lord Acton

First, the higher the education and 
intelligence of individuals become, the 
more their tastes and views are differenti-
ated.  If we wish to find a high degree of 
uniformity in outlook, we have to descend 
to the regions of lower moral and intellectual 
standards where the more primitive instincts 
prevail.  This does not mean that the ma-
jority of people have low moral standards; 
it merely means that the largest group of 
people whose values are very similar are 
the people with low standards.

Second, since this group is not large 
enough to give sufficient weight to the 
leader’s endeavors, he will have to increase their numbers 
by converting more to the same simple creed.  He must gain 
the support of the docile and gullible, who have no strong 
convictions of their own but are ready to accept a ready-
made system of values if it is only drummed into their ears 
sufficiently loudly and frequently.  It will be those whose 
vague and imperfectly formed ideas are easily swayed and 
whose passions and emotions are readily aroused who will 
thus swell the ranks of the totalitarian party.

Third, to weld together a closely coherent body of 
supporters, the leader must appeal to a common human 
weakness.  It seems to be easier for people to agree on a 
negative program—on the hatred of an enemy, on the envy 
of the better off—than on any positive task.

The contrast between the “we” and the “they” is conse-
quently always employed by those who seek the allegiance 
of huge masses.  The enemy may be internal, like the “Jew” 
in Germany or the “kulak” in Russia, or he may be external.  
In any case, this technique has the great advantage of leav-
ing the leader greater freedom of action than would almost 
any positive program.

Advancement within a totalitarian group or party de-
pends largely on a willingness to do immoral things.  The 
principle that the end justifies the means, which in individual-
ist ethics is regarded as the denial of all morals, in collectiv-

ist ethics becomes necessarily the supreme rule.  There is 
literally nothing which the consistent collectivist must not be 
prepared to do if it served “the good of the whole,” because 
that is to him the only criterion of what ought to be done.

Once you admit that the individual is merely a means 
to serve the ends of the higher entity called society or the 
nation, most of those features of totalitarianism which hor-
rify us follow of necessity.  From the collectivist standpoint 
intolerance and brutal suppression of dissent, deception and 
spying, the complete disregard of the life and happiness of 
the individual are essential and unavoidable.  Acts which 
revolt all our feelings, such as the shooting of hostages or 
the killing of the old or sick, are treated as mere matters of 
expediency; the compulsory uprooting and transportation 
of hundreds of thousands becomes an instrument of policy 
approved by almost everybody except the victims.

To be a useful assistant in the running of a totalitarian 
state, therefore, a man must be prepared to break every 
moral rule he has every known if this seems necessary 
to achieve the end set for him.  In the totalitarian machine 
there will be special opportunities for the ruthless and un-

scrupulous.  Neither the Gestapo nor the 
administration of a concentration camp, 
neither the Ministry of Propaganda nor the 
SA or SS (or their Russian counterparts) 
are suitable places for the exercise of 
humanitarian feelings.  Yet it is through 
such positions that the road to the highest 
positions in the totalitarian state leads.

A distinguished American econo-
mist, Professor Frank H. Knight, correctly 
notes that the authorities of a collectivist 
state “would have to do these things 
whether they wanted  to or not:  and the 
probability of the people in power being 

individuals who would dislike the possession and exercise 
of power is on a level with the probability that an extremely 
tender-hearted person would get the job of whipping master 
in a slave plantation.”

A further point should be made here:  collectivism 
means the end of truth.  To make a totalitarian system func-
tion efficiently it is not enough that everybody should be 
forced to work for the ends selected by those in control; it is 
essential that the people should come to regard these ends 
as their own.  This is brought about by propaganda and by 
complete control of all sources of information.

The most effective way of making people accept the va-
lidity of the values they are to serve is to persuade them that 
they are really the same as those they have always held, but 
which were not properly understood or recognized before.  
And the most efficient technique to this end is to use the old 
words but change their meaning.  Few traits of totalitarian 
regimes are at the same time so confusing to the superficial 
observer and yet so characteristic of the whole intellectual 
climate as this complete perversion of language.

The worst sufferer in this respect is the word “liberty.”  
It is a word used as freely in totalitarian states as elsewhere.  
Indeed, it could almost be said that wherever liberty as we 
know it has been destroyed, this has been done in the name 
of some new freedom promised to the people.  Even among 
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The most critical need of the church at this moment 
is men—the right kind of men, bold men. The talk that we 
need revival, that we need a new baptism of the Holy Spirit 
—and God knows we must have both—but God will not 
revive mice. He will not fill rabbits with the Holy Spirit.

We languish for men who feel themselves expendable 
in the warfare of the soul because they have already died 
to the allurements of this world. Such men will be free from 
the compulsions that control weaker men. They will not be 
forced to do things by the squeeze of circumstances. Their 
only compulsion will come from within—or from above.

This kind of freedom is necessary if we are to have 
prophets in our pulpits again instead of mascots. These free 
men will serve God and mankind from motives too high to 
be understood by the rank and file of religious retainers who 
shuttle in and out of the sanctuary. They will make no deci-
sions out of fear, take no course out of a desire to please, 
accept no service for financial considerations, perform no 
religious acts out of mere custom, nor allow themselves 
to be influenced by the love of publicity or the desire for 
reputation.

Much that the church—even the evangelical church 
—is doing today, it is doing because it is afraid not to do 
it. Ministerial associations take up projects for no higher 
reasons than that they are scared into it. Whatever their 
ear-to-the-ground, fear-inspired, reconnoitering leads them 
to believe, or fear, the world expects them to do, they will 
come next Monday morning with all kinds of trumped-up 
zeal and show of godliness. The pressure of public opinion 
calls these prophets, not the voice of Jehovah.

The true church has never sounded out public ex-
pectations before launching its crusades. Its leaders heard 
from God and went ahead wholly independent of popular 
support or the lack of it. They knew their Lord’s will and did 
it, and their people followed them—sometimes to triumph, 
but more often to insults and public persecution—and their 
sufficient reward was the satisfaction of being right in a 
wrong world.

Another characteristic of the true prophet has been 
love. The free man who has learned to hear God’s voice 
and dared to obey it has felt the moral burden that broke 
the hearts of the Old Testament prophets, crushed the soul 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and wrung streams of tears from 
the eyes of the apostles.

The free man has never been a religious tyrant, nor 
has he sought to lord it over God’s heritage. It is fear and 
lack of self-assurance that has led some men to try to bring 
others under their feet. They have some interest to protect, 
some position to secure, so they have demanded subjection 

men, our most critical need

                            —copied

us we have planners who promise us a “collective freedom,” 
which is as misleading as anything said by totalitarian politi-
cians.  “Collective freedom” is not the freedom of the mem-
bers of society, but the unlimited freedom of the planner to 
do with society that which he pleases.  This is the confusion 
of freedom with power carried to the extreme.

from their followers as a guarantee of their own safety. But 
the free man—never. He has nothing to protect, no ambition 
to pursue and no enemy to fear. For that reason he is com-
pletely careless of his standing among men. If they follow 
him, well and good. If not, he loses nothing that he holds 
dear. But whether he is accepted or rejected, he will go on 
loving his people with sincere devotion, and only death can 
silence his tender intercession for them.

Yes, if Christianity is to stay alive, it must have men 
again—the right kind of men. It must repudiate the weaklings 
who dare not speak out, and it must seek in prayer and 
much humility the coming again of men of the stuff of which 
prophets and martyrs are made. God will hear the cries of 
His people as He heard the cries of Israel in Egypt, and He 
will send deliverance by sending deliverers. It is His way.

And when the deliverers come—reformers, revivalists, 
prophets—they will be men of God and men of courage. 
They will have God on their side because they will be careful 
to stay on God’s side. They will be coworkers with Christ and 
instruments in the hands of the Holy Spirit.  Such men will 
be baptized with the Spirit indeed and through their labors 
He will baptize others and send the long-delayed revival.
                                                                          

Fun times at Jolly Sixties
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SUNDAY SCHOOL .................. 9:45 a.m.
PREACHING SERVICE ........ 10:45 a.m.
EVENING SERVICE ................ 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY SERVICE ............ 7:00 p.m.

FRom FaiRhaven’s PulPit
Satan is waging war against young people as never 

before.  Many churches attempt to keep their youth or at-
tract teenagers by mixing in a little of the world into their 
music, preaching, and standards.  How we need to stand 
more firmly against the world’s advances!  The messages 
at our fall youth conference are aimed at the needs of young 
people today and never compromise the truth of God’s Word.  
These messages as well as others are available through our 
bookstore for $3 each or at www.sermonaudio.com.

“God Is Still on the Throne”
“A Line in the Sand”
“The Faint-hearted Fundamentalist”
 — Pastor Dan Wolvin

“How To Have Victory”
 — Evangelist Eric Ramos

“The Rehoboam Problem”
 — Pastor Don Whitecar

86 EAST OAK HILL ROAD
CHESTERTON, INDIANA 46304-1399

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

“Satan’s Shortcuts”
 — Pastor Steve Damron

“The Fullness of Joy”
 — Pastor Paul Williams (Christmas Banquet)

“The Four Motivations of the Apostle Paul”
 — Dr. Roger Voegtlin


